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. I·t is 1nd edl a very great honor for e ' to address t . 

. I / 

t 1enty e ighth Congress ' of America' s Ten Outsts.ndin Young np ~· 

I J I 
t::' tJhen so many young men from America and f rom Viet 

I 

m are 

c lle upon for excellence :1n the defense of fre dom . I t ake gre t 
/ 

pride in this distinguished company, and I believe ' that the os t · 
0 I ) 

app~riate contr bution hich I could make to our gatherin tod y 
I 

s ·to speak about a young Viet~!a.mese uho . ould ha.ve des rvedly ta . r n 

his place among the outstanding young men of the -orld, had he n 

los t h is life in combato Hls story is not an uncommon on Sl becau <:" 
J ,I 

·veryd y , hundreds of yow1g VietNamese men and ·uomen are k1Ig ~h 
I 

I 

su.rem sacrifice 1n their search for liberty, for d1gn1t , r 
. I . 

b··tte r orld . Bather, I have selected his cas e b cause o ;ty ..: err 
I . . ( / 

onths ago he came t o this co try and had t he opportuni y t ap a~ 
I 

0 hi erican friends and colleagues : his dr ams are sti_ 

his eath has ended his life/but not ~~~ signif nee 0 us, 

J 1d by telling you about hi , I hope to convey 
I 

wt ent ,an 1d a of the very painful trials hich 

nd of the ·price which 11e never hesitate to pay. 

o e11 u:ro 

Around noontime 1 on the; thirtieth of ... cei!!ber,t ·o c 

' . - un st gunm n waited ·1n front of the home of Tu Chun~ 11 t _e i t o l'" 
/' 

of Chinh Luan, a lea ding·;·n awspaper or Sa1~on- and as Chung 
(-----... . 

ro his ca r, they fired five pistol bul1ets at his b:::tck .Pl'ior o 
t he 7 

· · the urder, the Vi(:tCong had publicly issued ~ thz·e t to 1\1 Chtm· · / 

and to his publisher Dr De.ng Van s~ (thayfunless the ewspape " o · 

a 1 s s staunchly anti-comm~mist line, death uoul d soon vis t Ch 
/ ' I 

nd his f r iends · did not yi Elld to the menace, nor had t hey Yi d 
. , I 

/ in o 't;her dift 1cul t times under menace from va~ious . quart r s o ~ 
' J 

I 

o,,_n t ition with the . oo~unists , = ~~a police ; of· the .Di 
t ! I 

re 

.. 
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ap 1· d constant pressure on them bet een 1956 and 1963, hopin t o b a 

thei r sistance to personal dictatorship. Some of them 1ere j ai l , ot _e 
~· / ' I 

d ed : ho · many t1mes ( wr1ters like Chung'had to run a ay from hoe , r o· 
1 I tf , 

I . /' 

t:1. ny times' their heartbeats came close to :a stop a.s boo t heels c l · c t cl on 
I 

the o1ty 's pavements ' m& in the wee hours, ; just because thy had ~ in th ~Y 

t __ ~ P r tt n things in which they believed? 

lo 

i 

Thus, 'luCl: ung's life and death 1~~as .an illustra tion of ·the 
..CoW 

f free men 1n VietNam~Jdevotion to resist oppress~.on, an 
. I 

b t een~ position. To fight and to d i for an ideal li s i nde 
~ . . 

valy simple matt r; for the Vietnamese .people, that ideal as 

1f:f1c lt 

p eren ia.l 

r l a 

t 1 ay 
··< 

be n r eady made propos1 t1on, they 1 ad ' to go on_... a--long an d p in ul se · rcl 
/ , j 

or t , they had to struggle aga inst a great any deal of t h i n befo · 

they could even claim to have something to ' struggle for.Let me br i ly 
\ ,/ 

' . / 
d· s ribe that sequence····or·-·tattered illusions and of betrayed exp c t t o s 

i 
an of r n ed pope s ~qich eonstltutes our search tor a concept 

L "- cru.~.r- ~[ N ()._f;G'o-ve-v~~rnz\ ' ' 
f n t1o -

~oo 1 h1ch could~ns1er all the expectations following a c ntu 
I "·· . . . 

f e 

dor.-.4 n t n nd of utmost social injus tice ·. : ~ 

·'e h d to ge t out from under the 
// ~ 

French rule·» nd f or s v -, e.l bloo 
/ ;...::/ 

( /.. I 

ste .. ned deoa e s young men end women ,rushed 
. ;:.- ~ I 

their ~ ay t certail~ at · t 

-t t the s light est chance of su~cess for their. enterprise : ye t , .~aves 
-~--·--·-' 

af·~ r .. ~.ve a the· ltept coming. En route, 'they embraced ephe:mer eal 

ceus ~~d joined allies who would soon t~rn away from t em . Ther 
,. .. . ~ .. --- ··-... ... , ~· . f 

· 1e unsa tis fied dreams kindled in the Wilsonian era · hich vib t 

. ·"­•• v 

. . 
(, ' I 

11f . i t h t he upheav·als of World War Two, there ra s the 
I ~ l / . 
· .long with the Ja panese .1 "co prosper1 ty sphere~ which r 

short 

eal 
) 

l se th n another i mperialist scheme,and there w r t he i eo. e u. 

., 
: I • 

. a , wi th r1c.h . xper1 nc .. i n 

ol d nternetio_a l organizatio 

r ofess1 nal re olution.a_•y t .oh, :i . 
/ I ' 

. ' ! I 
to ~ek them/~ pt b~ddi 

l 1 

t 1 . 

. .,., .,. ..,,., 

•b 

) 

·• . -. . . 
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; ·nd taking advantage of the shortcomings ot the national re olut _o o 

ey applied nell-known ~ ~X~« tactics for the liquidation the 

ation~ list leaders, ~rom simple ssassination to disp r age nt to 
-· "'<.;::::- ..... ~ 

.. onni ve c t i th the forces of coloninl sm r ·--t--iro's -~. - s . Th a t he 

el ost elimiu1ated !rom n~tional l eadership 1~ - few generatio s f on-
I 

- co unist cont-nders. But one cannot sil nee for ever / the ·. Pp . ra~ionc 

of n tion~ and 
... :,i·:;~ 

en the cownun1s t experience had been lived t . ug 

' 
came to the end of a demonstration by t e absur 

Iollo 1 g Dian Bien Phu ,folot~ing victory ovar the col nialist oz1e m 11 

... on people, c l ose to one t en ~h of the total populati~ri of o th Vie·t m 
/ 

at t' .t t 1l eft for the South 1 thin one hunctr· ·. d. .... days .. Se 
/ 

1Zl ould h ve follo ed, had t he moratorium be n ext ;f~nde • t. _n 
' . j 

a n ships running in the oppos1 te direc tion !were rathe1• e pty. n a :mo_ 

· unat . society , one express s a political choice ith a bal_ot, or 

1 a r ised hand ••• r or us , and on the very rare occasions a 

to po11·t1ca.l 
I ount . to almost tota l sacr1f1c oYet 0 0 choice s. ·.1 

,. 
memories and the -1 ing beh1 d generations OI fe tr a.s o ..... 

I 

c e 6 .11 ~chat ne had. and re ·headed for a future / f' 1o -v~ d.icl 

t 1 t rribly 1ff'1cult road, the a ttitude of the Viet:ta.mes e 'VElS als , 
I ,. : 

u1 oc 1 but pai nful choice • . They gav 
I 

~IS ·th gove .. m ent sel~ved the intere sts :of t e 

' 

unfail ing support 1as lo~ 

tio ; t hen -~ t 

1. ·• rrect on of Nove bar 196), they ca~e to the end o 

-_:.;, ..yo ·1. n by the bsur t another Jr.Ir:t' .IK · rejection Of' ictator . .,, 
I . .. . . I 

or course, · r a j c~ion of d1ctat~rship i s but s g t ~ .nt -p 

\, ~OJ.nae or the natur. 1 conn1~ ,;-l~~ · · 'de,twean the; fo 0 s o"' 

f · · : · · :; f · · r < : ~~ 
l • ~ ~ 

·. 
0 Iiill.U.'r.: • 0 ~ 

I , ·I ., . . , 
1; • I 

' '· .. .. .. , .,. ·~- · ~··· .. . ... . ' •• t .,.., ••• , ••• 
• I 
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co oni&l ism, end dictatorship , the Vietntmese people have not d the 
· " ......-----~ 1 ) 

opportunity to proceed to the kind of di~Jogue from t h1ch consensus 
r ... :. ... .. \ 

m g on · concept ot nationhood. Tu Chung was not a hero in the u cu .a 

a ns of the term, nor . wss he a vociferous mouthpiece forth g~ , :rnmon 

or f or e active political group - the kind of cour a ge that h off .r 
I , 

i s country : as of a . much more difficult natures he pro ote t a. 

e, and by doing so, he hurt t he communist,i -as he d .. d . e oo_onio.l 

a.n t e dictator.· trhere they are the mos t sens 1t1 ve. 
_ ....... · 

tor e Tu Chung, sco~es o~ Vietnamese leaders an 1 t llectu~la / 
l (),..Wittvt'{.A vll q ef.J_·. 

c. , b en liquidated ;- andjslbores or o¥hef,:~t~, h1 • 
· But Tu Chung ttas certa inly happy}even though he had r ce i h i · 

I ' f(Tr/~t - durin ( i 
no·tic f.~~~~ for/the las t fe months of is short b· t 

( ~"/ . i 
lit P h had itnessed an encouraging turning poi t :for t he "'e t ny 

· hi s country • At present, despite the concurrent difficult~ s 

.. 
• J • • ' 

t m 

1 ~. sh 

1 

··c; 

, I. 

the pressures, the Vietnamese a~~ no longer squeez 
!/ 

i n b t e 

0 

"J-'c , \/ . ·~, ,r- .. 

of dict atorship, and they .-can· star~i:ft~e dial _, c. •. t 
"~ .,.~ YLL/t._A.. ·-v'- ·· -1 

t s ee .. No , · a non comril.Ult1st revolution ·e ~ pl~~6e 
I 

I 
t Vie t m· a ol1d sense of n tional cohesion , p rop r 

I : 
j. ticefand.respect of human dignity. 

no s er1f1cG is ev r made in 1n, esp ciall y 

hat soft sp~ken,. quiet, ·ts t . nd1ng youn 
! I! j· '• 

'· ~ : Tha ... fOtl . · ' ' 
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