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the llcbtgan state ln1YeN1tf Gre.p, or •• u ve •11 1', ~ 
.s.a- 1n ani reapecta. It ta tbe largMt ICl•ttmnoed •1YeN1'1 _..... 
Sli·u.. world. It ta alao the larpat ,Ullo aclalDtatNt:loa ~l 
-1''-" pro.ject 1n the world. JarbNGN, 1t ta tbe oaq oonial' 
pWp tlblab oc.btnn mder om root all tJpe9 ot Pllbllo adlllnlaU.'lf" 
Wlllns act1•1t1•• and poltoe aclYlllal actlTtttea .- well. wttla t.'9 
-'bortsed peNoawl qaota ot ~ Amertoan •P901al1at• and an a• n 1 
l: Opt 1n uoea1 ot tvo and oae-balt •lllton clollara, 1' ta larpl' -
-.t U8Cll8 (or ICA ata11oaa) 1n the worlct. BJ-•lrWI ot tu ••IT •181, 
bolM'tv, bJ ·~ alao of tbe tact taaat tt ta alaottt • ......_ ~tu 
aperattoaa, and •• a renlt ot tta neon• 1n two JMr1 ot VOl"k ta Y~, 
9- ... aroaMd a good deal ot _.,., ._ ot:ber a..rtou .,_,.ta fte'-· 
.... tCllUarlJ bu tibia been ti-. ot ... . 

n 11 a taot tbat - bu .- tor tt:Mlt u aooepttia11 - . , 
fl.--. Ion: int otttctala uc1 - tbGee --. ... ot U. ftlP 11111 

~te 1lbO baff - - ---- vUll lta ......... •t• - -n 
9'11llecl bJ Ul7 otber Amerloan poap Sa tbta oamv,. &a a 04::: ci 
ot tta 4ual oantftct arranpMDt (t:Mt ta, a oontao•l ..N-+_.dtla 
~ to Pl'ftlde it• hnda and a 111d.lar ooatraot vUb tile Iota · •lil: flt 
ftttilla.to provtcle adYtaOl7 HftlON 1n the rs.wot plltlto adap»Wattm 
~ poltoe aclll1n1atrat1on), - ... .._ .to M owtdend t.r b 8"•1 aat 
.. ttl - taak foroe Of adY1Mfto !Illa altatlm 1a S "llDlld - ~ taft_ 
::; tlle hNldent ot tbe llfUllo bSWlt ... .,._ ..., taY_.... fll . . 

· , tu ,.._1, and tu P"P s ta ooarwtt- vuta 1111J ••••'8 ' 
otttatala - - ill pUUo edllz •H-=t~' -- iii - .._1111 • ; llW. la11 Wtp '° .. Untted natee, ... tlt . · _- _wll •1101-1 1DY1.ellmll1 _..._ 

alto aMM to tbe ezoellelat NflltUton ...., •Jere· .IJbe ,...S.W 
btmelt tolcl Dr. V.ldner, Dr. a.okler, end .,..u Ula' .. - .... Sa 
ooaoNmd tbe lllob.taan hate opera\1• lba91' OOD'llme tn Yle._ fW ... 
Den tu1at1 J9U9 • Wllle thla ~ .......... & bit Of UI ...... ,Ila 
pov1nl - ot tbe OU&Nderle u11t1* --- tbOM PHlaftt at tlata 

. .n1n1, . it ta •••rtbel"• 1nd1•t1ft ot U.. attec,ton and •teea ta . 
llalclb Gm' ...... u held. lt ..... u.-, tbe .... ldmt ........... ., 
Illa ao.w snt ba•• oe 1DtecS r... ts. to tm on tbe tao• tllat - 11 
,.., to - t.r a ~, Md tMJ ••• -••Nd alaad eoouuui• 
s•r•• as.a atfeet8 U.. bWQ _. •~1•1'7 of OU' Pl'P n. r. 
OlftlJ.u7 to -. ezoelleat ,.,... or - ·sa ._ aot-eo-.soell.-* •••• 
ot .. ud oertatn ot.bel' otttesal Jw1.cma '-* n.sw•aat ...... • 
~' . 

r • . fb11 bJ1llp U to & ... ldeNtlOD of _. pJMe ill ........ ... 
tir ilQ• ' !he 111ab1-Ul .... ID1...-.1t:J llOl9 .... OD1r l'CA=Q I& ... 
UCllltft0-1 •~ ot UIJ al8e .1D Yle .... i .. ll ·a:f•-- .... 
... ... rs.rm u OaPltal ~· _.at r•I INlre, alld ,._ _,. · ·-. ' . . . . 
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brought to Vietma by ICA aa oontractora in the t1eld ot htgbvaJ OGll• 
atruction, and other contracting P"OU.P9 ca.. inw V1etnul under tile .._ 
1pona_0rah1P tn the fields or electric power deYelopmnt, lndutr~l 
deYelopment, etc. Colling in on the ground floor U 1t were, Um 
receiYed a number or benefit• which haYe not aool'UllCI to the later arrtftla. 
Prtnotpal uong these haYe been the me or the --. • .,. ..ctical ml,, the 
Pleet Poat Ot'tice, and the c~1aa&l'J and Poet exchange. lltbOQlb tbe 
o1iher.contractin8 organiutiona have •ciue•ted tMlle prtv1lege1, t11eJ baTe 
been retuaed the• by the :Bllb9aa7, KUO, and usac. !here have been ..., 
probl_. 1n the re~tiona between Um and SSC*, °be81M1.ng vith tile Yel"J 
t1rat daJ ot the proJect. AstiM vent on, hoWver, the•• probl­
d1•1n11hed in scope and in ilaportanoe unttl it c0'1ld be Mid vitb comtder­
able h0ne1t1 that our Nlattona vere haNOntou and nttatactol'J and U.t 
tMre were no t"11J oatatanding iaauea between u. Since the coatng ot 

(.;\ the nev contractors, however, 11a.e or the old probleu haYe reappeaNCI, 
\.2) and •OM nev one• have arisen aa a conae~nce ot oar enjOJing a prtvtl.9pd 

ataW. via-a-via the nev oontractora. 

11aDJ or the problem in our relatioaaht.p vi tih USCll •t• rrca ~ taot 
that the tov prore1aon tlllo •de h initial nne1 1ett1ng up tU -
proJeot •dft their at\llly Jut prior to the arrival here or r.land ""'°"9, 
mo 1• •till Director ot · the US<ll ataaion 1n Sat.con. !be tour protenora 
reoomended that UV aet 1IP a pro,jeot ·encoapaa11ng not onl7 the ttelcla 1n 
miob ve nov vortc, but allo involY1J1S extemtve aperatiana 1n the eoonaatoa · 

· and ttnanoe areas and tn the public lntorat1on tteld aa well. wa. 11r. 
· Barl"owa arrived and read their report, be hit t:be celling and e~claS..O 
tbat no auch proJect vould ever operate in a oountl"J Wier. be -. U.. · 
Dlftctor ot the United States Operation IC1H1on. . Vlt1atelJ, be and hi.a · 

/'h_ . ~lto Adlltnt.atNtton I>1Y1aton <Jltet, Prore1aor loHllh starr, reYtaed tile 
W •""eJ report to reooe end a m.xllua ot ten llSU prete110N, tlho voald be 

11.atted tn their acttvtt1e• to purelJ aoadaio tmtl"Uot1on ud lD-u"toe 
tra1n1nl· l.tter 1eYeral aontba or mgottatton bet~:WIV la last laminl, 
IC& tn tlllhiIWton, and USat tn S.1-on, 1t va1 agreed that ttMt K1ohipn 
State OJ"OUP 1n Vtetnaa would cOllPl'tNa •xi.. or 'o peraom, 1Do19dllll 
ttY• ""° VOQld be conatdered either adlltntatrattYe or 1eoi-et&rtal. 

l1) 

bn the ttret aiter Advtaor, Dr. ldvard Weidner, drew 1IP bi.a table 
ot organuatton, however, be decided ht he could get alq vttb r-r 
tban ttve adll1n1•tNt1Ye arid secretarial people and designated two ot the 
t1ve ao-called ad11in1atrat1Ye opentnga tor additional prote111onal peraaaml. 
lllben llr. Barron learned that th1a bad Nell done, be vu extra•l7 angrr 
and oharpd that i.-. Weidner had Ytolated a prc.t.ae. 

Conoul'Nntl7, there vu a probl• ln oormeotton vttb :1tbe adll1D1atNt1ft 
1upport mtoh 1JS(Jl1 under the teru ot tbe ICA~ ~' .. 1..-ed 
to proytcJe the MS1''0ro.J> 1n Saigon. lotvttmtandiJW ~\oatraot Pl'W111GD, 

. }, 
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Ir. larroWll clataed that tt was not J)09atble tor hill to prcwlde u _. 
111PPOl't u tbe Groap thought t t ... ded and 1m 11 ted that the Oroap fSnd 
tta own hautng, aet· 1IP 1ta own aotor pool, and ot:berviae oue tor 1'8 
ow adiatn1atrat1•e need•. A.a ti. vmt an, the Qra.p de•eloped aa 
adiatn11tftt1•• aentoe ot 1ta ow and grew relatl•el7 tree· ot mCll JlllW' , 
and control. · 

._ .. I arr1Yed 1n Sataon to take ewer the PNt ot Chi.et AdYtaw •• 
tile 'beginning ot *l"Cb 1956, 11r. Barrova toolc thla opportmttJ to .,... 
hta tnliatence that w accept reapoutb1Ut7 tor all ot ov ada1n1atNt1•• 
""ton. Be told • at that ti. that, properlJ apeaktag, llSlll lbOll1d be 
part ot bia Public ldll1n1.atNt1on Dl•tataai b.t 11Dder tbe tiel'U ot _. 
o•traot .. were npposedlJ to enm a degNe ot °'GftCm1· u .. ....... 
'9 ~ Pl'CICl'Ul a•tODDmJ ,· then W -t aooept tlae NYel'H ot tbe eo1D .-S 
llli1*~ ov own adlatniatratt•• Mntoee. .. _, not oo. IWIDial '° 
1111'11 tw help ••err ti• w neecled tt. .. aooefted tht1 o11a11 ... , .-
.- dependence wpori VS<ll and all ~r -.r1oan apnotea tor ... tnlltl'atl•• 
a..,,.n grew comtatentlJ l•• u ti. vent Oft• At the preaent ti., w 
reoet•e en1J naatnal &Htatanoe fl'Gl!I other t.ertoan agenct.ee, Ud •t ts 
tn •11dl areu •• cl•ranc• or 1llPOl'ted tte.a ~ c•tom, •eouit7 · 
obeeb tor Vtetnueae atarr .U.n, and other Mntoea 11btoll w are llM 

. ta a P,Oattton to PJ!OVlde tor oarael•• vttha.t tacreutng oa:r AMrteaa 
atatt "1 ae•eral additional pen-. · 

D11r1JW th• grMter part or 1956, and canttmtJw ~ 1957 •tl 
the ,..._, ... nt, there baYe 'b9en lmidt- c_,.rtaona dratm "1 •••••re 
ot U. Vt.et .... •• Ocwenwat bet.en the vOllc dGM bf mm etatt .,.._,. 
.-. well atatr ..-.n. US<ll bU ~· tn tor a COOd deal or lbarp erttt.et.m 
• ·u. srouDd9 that tta Pl'Ol1'M9 are not oriented ta the tater.ata·ot * •tt••••• CloYel'IWnt or u..· vie-.... people, tblt 811 ta •,....trC' a. 
a.rtoan Pf'CISN• 1n Vtetnaa, ratber tMn a ......- tor tile benettt ot 
Ytnma. !he qalttJ ot VS0111 1peet.alta-bU ...... qae1t1oD.d on ooeulGD 
bJ tbe PNltdelit htmelt and bf ••• 1n Ot tlu twerwwnt 1 aild bf ad 
1arp tbe IS<ll otent1on 11 regaNH tilth a &OOd deal ot 1ap101an eat · 

· N9e!'fttton "1 a peat •nJ 1nr1..-sat Ylet ....... 

BJ ooat~_•t, tb• Ism osieratton bU been aoclalMd bJ the PruldMS* 
Uld hta atai.tel'I, and lt 11 an 1ndt1patable tact that ..-.n ot -
baY• albJ,eYed .-.table rapport vtth ~ ot u.. · aove~t . aDd vttla 
otbM- fte'NneM. OUr Receu and tbetr oorr....._,tJW la* or 1t ... Mia 
b .... tw,• arovlnl uount ot 4'eelOUIJ and etW1 an tibe part ot .. 
1tatt •••ere,· troa llr. Barro.II down to tbe olal'b tn tbe •11 roe.. 

It •tabt be well to take ts.. b9re to aml.JM tbl obanoter 1811 
.....-11ti ot the U3<11 Director, Ill'. i.1anc1 llnon. Ir. Bal'l"On ·ia aa 
utnmlJ tntelU.pnt and capable •n, with mar ,.an ot acllltn11tattft . . . 

• • .. • , • • .. • • • , • • • " f ' .•• ~- .' ... ·- • ' . " , ;. - . 
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expertenoe behind him. He 1a rated bJ ICl aa OM ot their tvo or tbNe 
beat cauntrJ directors ln the world. He cuae to V1etnaa after a aaconatul 
tCIW' ot duty tn Greece, vh tch in turn followed one in Italy, and tbat tn 
tum •• precede4 bJ one in Parts Where he w.s an aaatatant to Pla\11 
Bottan. He 1a an 1ntenaely 1100d7 -n, conatantl.J at war vith h1Melt; 
that ta, he argues v1th h1llflelf ceaaele11l7, first taking one aide or t:be 
ars-nt and then the oppoe~ aide, until ttnall7 he rMchea aaree..­
vith htuelt and the tvo aides ot hi• peraoml1ty aettle down to vorlc 
together oaoe aore. He 1• very ne"ou, has Uttle aenae of bu.or, and 
ia oppreaaed bJ a tear that COngreaa will aa.e daJ 1nYe1t138te hta Ol' ht.a 
aiaaton and rtnd that sa.eth~ dreadtul occarred during the period ot 
bia atewrdahtp, and that th1• will dettl"OJ hit career. Ht•· allbtttoa tor 
MllJ Je&ra ma been to gain entrJ into the u.s. l'oretgn 8e"1ce, and 
reoentl7 thta objective waa aoh1e•ed 1lltlfm he •• accepted tnto U. PoNtp 
SerY1ce Yta the lateral entrJ Mthod aa a Claaa One orttcer ot career. 
Tb1a gt••• hta a pel'9nent rank ot career a1n1ater and apem the door to 
rurther adT&noeMnt, perhaps to the leYel Of aab&SNdOl'. 

OUr personal relations have been cona1atentl7 "91'9 and triendlJ, at 
l••t a.&tvardlJ, tbOU&h each or u ta aw.re that the other 11 exerc1a1ng 
re1tratnt in order to avoid peraonalts1ng d1tt1cnaltl•• which occaatonallJ 
arlae between our tvo organt&attona. fro. ti. to ti.e, vord baa come 
back to .. that Mr~ Barrows 19 envtou ot 111 relattonsh1p with the 
Pre11dent and with other ... bere ot the OoYer111ent, and on certain 
occutou be has even expreaaed to ae hi• \IDMainHB abQQt the tact tba' 
I '" the President prtvatel7 and llOft treqaentl.J than he doea, and tbat 
he doe1n•t reall1 know what ve talk about. In raot, hove•er, he 1• kept 
tnrot'Md or the general substance and tenor ot our oonv.tnattona. It ta 
q\11Ht1onable, hOve•er, whether he vlll ever be ti.Ur can•tnced that thu 
1• tbe cue. I -1 aay that he extend• the HM ••Plc1on to volt 
IAde~lnalq, who ts present at •Y cooverntiona vitll tM President, llOl"e 
oi'tea than not. 

!be pr1Ml'J eleaent aotinting US<*'• hoetility t~ llSW ate. 
troa tbe tact that US<* doe• not control our prograu or other act1•lt1ff. 
Occa1toaall1, a atate-.nt to thia etrect v111 be •de openl7 bJ Mr. 
Barron or bJ his deput7, Mr. llfe•l•J Barald1on. llore otten, hon•er, it 
takea the tora ot a charge that w bll•ve not •c1eued• or •ooordt.mted' oar 
re ... roh or oOUD1ellt~ act1v1tte1 vlth our OIJP091te mmbera in US<ll, or 
with Ill'. BurOva or Jlr. Haraldson in per1on. The canaultt.ng act1•1tJ ot 
our field ldll1n1atrat1on D1v1a1an, vh1ch untll tvo 11e>ntha ago aa headed 
bJ 11r. va1i.r We, -atnce returned to hi• poet vlth the Depart.rat ot 
.. 1th, lduoattan, and Veltare 1n Boeton, has been the most frequent 
target or 1uch crit101sa. On one occu1on, Jlr. llllrldaon charged tbat oar 
Report on the Reorpniaat1on at the Departwnt ot llllttonal lda•tton ot 
the Vletmmeae OoYe~nt had bHn prepared vUhoat corwultation or &l'IJ 

" "' ., .... ~ •••·&• -· ~ -
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sort vlth the vSOM Education Dtv1sion; not~ithatandinp; the fact that 
USOM had a &ix million '"'ollar .P~Nm in education 1n Vietna.11, and that 
educ at ton was 11 rf"al ly none of· MSU ls bu.!S tnf!s a . " 

Portunat~ly, lllembers or our staff habitually keep memoranda or 
converaattons they havf! had with USOM stR.ff Mllbere or with ••bers or 
the Qoverraf'nt, Ot' ot any other oonveraationa of s 1gntt1cance. Ve vere 
able to go to our tile~ and assemble evidence proving that Mr. Mode and 
hla atarr had met no lesa than 32 times vtth IMllbere or the USOM lducatton 
D1v1s1on in the course ot' their research and report-writing on the 
Des-rtment or Education. In addition, they had met 70-odd times with 
mesbera of the De1>9rt11f'nt or National Education, and or thoee aeettnga 
nearl7 halt were also attended bJ personnel troa the US<* BdUcation Di•illon. 
SU.baequent investigation shoved that the Chief of the- tJSOM Education 
Divla1on, hav1~ been criticized by Mr. Haraldson for having peraitted ua 
to publish ceruin ttc01111Dendat1ona in conflict vtth USOM policy, had been 
afraid to admit that he had in tact cleared th~se spectttc recoanendat1ona; 
Re therefore claimed that the "'port had been published Without hi• 
knovledg~ and with"'1t having been cleared vtth him or hta group in 
advance. (He later adll1 tted that his memory had been raulty.) 

In clearing up thts particular ,matter, ve took the opportunity to 
refer to the number of instances or coordination between members or our 
Pield Admin1strat1on D1vis1on and members of correapanding divisions in 
USOM during the course of P~J>llrat_ion of other Pield Administration 
reports, as, fQr eJtample, on thti Department of Info1"'118t1o~, Department or 
Agrarian Refol"t, · eo.n1ssar1at General for Ref'ugees, and so on. Mevertheleaa, 
Mr. Barrova occasionally stUl rt'Pf'-&ts these old charges that MSOO t1ever 
clean vi th US<JC before ~otng into soneth1ng, or before COiiing up vi th 
recOB11endat1ons to the Goverr:aent. 

It Mr. Barrows ts :resentful or the fact that he does not control 
lllSOO, he is also rt'S~ntrul of the fact that our personnel engage in 
c0nsult1ng activities v18-a-vis the Goverrnent or Vietnam officiala. lie 
sees no reason why ve shmllt1 not confine Q\ll' activities to teaching at 
the Hational Insttt\&t~ of Administration (NIA) aoo to in-service training. 
It ta useless to point out to hill that, first of all, he has no public 
administration divts1.on of his own within ~ Thia situation ta the 
result or a decision he hi•aelf made to perait "8tll, to handle all public 
adlll1n1strat1on activities for him and for ICA in Vietnaa. (Mr . David L. 
Vood serves as his Publ1c Ad11lintstrat1on Advisor and as ltaison between 
USOM and MSW, attending our staff meet1~,., rellding our reports, and 10 
on.) It ta obvtoW!ly a decision h~ now vtshes he had not made. It ta 
u1eleaa also to point out to him that, 1f w~ "'rrain frocn serving •• 
advtsore to the Government, that duty would not autollatically devolve upon 
USOM peraoMel (it 1ooeed SOiie were brougtit lrlto act as such adviaon) 



b'H '1.tO i.l.ld 1n all l11<t>J1'··" 0 d D'' handed t,c, F"rell<'h; Ptt>lgtan; 'JT '.termlln public 
adm1n1strat ton <'tflf'rtn wh 11n1 th*" Uc·1 ~ T'l111wr.t wo•J ld 1mport ,:; t 1 t~ ovn rxpense 
1n order that 1t 111\g~t t.><'l prov111ed with 0bj<-ct1\fe expert adv1<'e in public 
admlntstration . 

That is to "ay, ~r, &r~~ does n.Jt. real tz(> th.at. ht> d~s not have a 
cho1 ~e betwet-n acv 1 C.P t." 111P' offered fron:. expPrt !\ fNm M1 ch igan St.ate and 
expert 5 fron. USO., but .. .:\th Pl" a chc t ce- bt' tveen adv 1 Cf.' of fel"t'<1 by experts 
from Mich~an St,tit.~ or ex:~rt5 from some foreign country 'Who would have no 
responsibility to cocr-dtnate or t'J clear ()?" f"Vf'n to cooP<,'rate 1n any -
respect. with Jllr-. Be.rr•rwe. R~\d h1~ ~t.aff ilt USOM, and who would be removed 
completely from hi~ spt.~r~ •'f e:ontl"OL Proni au.,. st.andpr,tnt 11s Amt>r-1.cans, 
his policy wClllld thf'rf'f'nre 5t>t>l1l t-o !.>~ a mo&t l'\hort-stght~d one, and one 
that ts not based ·11pon 1m objective appraisal uf t.he &ttuat.ton. 

Notvithstand1n~ thf'~" ut..t.eT'8nC'eJ and opin1oM, Mr. Berrovs has fl'Oftl 
ttine to time deUvere,j h.tm!'lelf of h1ghly compl11'rwmtary rPmark.s about MSOO 
reports and certa 1n oth~r !i!'i\J't prop:rama. How,.ver, he has a long memory 
for slights, rea..i or frrncy . and to t.hts dd.y 'N'1ll refl"r frt>quently to the 
difficulties h~ expcr1Pnced ~1th thP first Ch1ef Advisor , 1'11ere 1s no 
doubt tn my mind that if Mr BQrr'""~ 1~ g1v~n Rufficient opportunity he 
will red'.ice MSUG to n(, t .h lnp; more than a div hi 1 on of USOM. Indeed, he now 
h&b1tually r£ifers to (''Jt' (troup a.~. tr 1t wel"e one of his d1v1.stons, and his 
adm1n1strat tvc off tee appP.ars to have reef' 1ved instructions from him to 
treat us 1n t.ht" fash~on ~f'"»V~r rtn1 ~~neVf~r pos'11ble , It g~s without 
say1ng that ..,,~ £'q\J<l.l ly tir.i :- tt.:.l<e\ll.y r~s1~t. ~uch ~fforts t.<" alter our 'tatua, 
1n the teel1Jill'. t.h>it } .. r· v«hie: v1 the Amt>ric.i r ~nvernmf'!nt. And to th ... Vietnam­
ese iJovernnH.mt w~· 1.c! hf' PPdl..tcPd h) \,\-.rhap& h~ l f 1 f we wt> r~ ev~r to accept 
the 11m1t1ng ~ttlt,u-, •)t • '130M dh1.'i\•)n, Por tl'lE> f1tct r:if thP. matter is that 
unlike U30Mi M..'ltJl dr>f'"' not "P';;1.Sl'J.' '-' Pr<l!Zt'arrt of 1t8 Olin. It. !lets as a group 
Of &dViSON tO t.ht' (kVP:-nrtlP'1t Of l/]etnam; 1l ryf ff>r& its "iP.f"V1Ce!S 85 9. group 

of objective, d1111tntP,re::ited !SCh<.>l.Ara t<' thilt. :Jovel"1Wlent tn an effort to 
render 1t moJ'¥' ~ff1c 11>nt, rnort" cfft"ct1ve, and_ more capable of meeting the 
challenge of ~h~ communt~t North, and ~o assist it to build a democratic 
ad11l1n1atrat1on for a d~moerat1c society, 

Interestingly eno-ugh, although some envy and Jealousy toward MSOO 1a 
?1&n1tea ted tl"Oal t 1.me to t t me by personnel of other Amert can agenc tes, more 
frequently one hears expressto'l8 of adlliration for the success which 
members of our Group have achievE>~ here, Purtht-rmore, th~ turnover rate 
among our V1etnA.mese st.aff Li so slight that ve have been unable to 
accOU1nodate mo~ th1m a. fr~ctton of the appltcattons for employment which 
have cOOlE' t0 us f:rorr. U;Jl1f1t>d Yietna!'l\E'~e currently working w1th other . 
.American organ1.~R\.i ''"'·~ h1; rf~ .. Again, llt.':HJQ f11rn1lte11 havt· developed warm 
relations \11th th'! V1Ptr>Arnf•r..e itr)l1 h~"i'> sh•dt"1 thf!1r language in an attftpt 
to know them bet tel' , ft 1 :1 bP l1ev~i that t1n•-'*1 .f')f the rPsentment. of U8 is 
the result. of our unq.tt>-1 t t ':lnf•d <t c C'eptanc~ by the V1et.m~s•• people. 
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In evaluating ou.r two years of work i n Vietnam, I a11 convinced, as I 
have been since I assume d the position of CJ11ef Adv isor, that the aoat 
lainentable aspe~t or our opeJ"lltion has been the absence of opportunitJ tor 
baste re8ear ch. °'1r Group ta in an unique posit ton . It ts the onl7 
American univers ity group ln Vi et nam , C.mbodta, or Iaos . It has (it ve 
UJ for the 11\0tnent exclude our police inembe ra) 2} acade11ic1ana and other 
well trained social science specialist. Yet the urgent operational 
character or 1.t~ programs has acted .to 111111t the depth ot the research 

, -- the Group has clOaie 1n support or those prograu. When the V1etnaa ProJect 
.' f) )was first conceived, we in the Governnental Research Bureau decided that , __ ,,.. 

there st;lould be a certain proportion of research assistance sent abroad 

'{) · i , , ..... . 
I 

to coaq>lillent the work of the professors who 111.ght talce active roles 1n 
the project. 'l'his proposal was put to ICA. The argument was used that 
intormtton about thb part or the world vaa extretaely scant7, uaull7 
superficial, and frequentl7 unverified; that ~re were virtuall7 no 
A•r1can scholars in the social . sciences or hu.an1t1H vho had had 
extensive experienceehere and written about thft; that tn the interests ot 
pushing back the trontiera or knovled31' Michigan State tJn1•ers1ty should 
be allotted • ruaber of' •research aasutant• Polittona in addition to the 
contemplated professional and ad'lllin1atrat1ve jobs; that the 1ntemati0n&l 
intel"9st of the United States also dictated that thta project shculd be 
uaed a1 a vehicle for increasing our knowledge or the peoples and 
pol1t1cal and social dynamics of this part or the world . There wu the 
further important consideration that the resources of' the tJniverattJ could 
be enriched 1f this project were used aa a base ot operation by proteaaon 
and graduate stUdenta interested in research in th ta area. 

I suppose it ta unnecessary to add that ICA considered such propo9ala 
at beat peripheral and even auperfluoua. ICA could see no reason .W\7 the 
U.S. lovf'rment should support such act1vtt1ea W\en tbeJ were • obv1oul7 
not germne• to the purpose or the project. As a consecpaence, mDJ ot · 
U8 have d1SCUHed from ti• to .time the dff lftlJllltJ Of ult1.mtel7 tl'J1111 
to ehitt the Vietnam Project trOUl ICA to foundation patrom.ge. Aa an 
alternative, it •13ht be posatble to secure toundati<>n support tor a 
baaic reaearch aUg11entat1on to th1a ICl-aponaored prograa ot ours. 
Certainl7, a splendid opportunity vill have been·a1aaed 1t lltr,ht.gan State 
1Jnive1'91ty does not aake a deterained effort to develop a aubetanttal 
raearch prograa in connection vi th the Vietnu Project. 

• • .. • • • • f II; 
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