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SUBJECT: Monthly Report of the Michigan State University Group 

A reo1~ganization of NSUG took place late in the month as a reco13nition of 
several pe r sonnel changes and the forthcoming expansion of the Group•s 
acti·dties . Drs. Hunter o.nd Dorsey are scheduled to retu.::•n to 'che campus 
ea r ly in Mny, and Dr. Ralph Smuckler , originally ncheduJed to return in May, 
will rema in in Saigon until late Fall. The new orgnntzation provides for 
an As s istetnt Chief Advisor, DP. Smuckler·, and four p[·ogram di'Jisions in 
addition to the Executive Office. . The Chief of the Police Division is Howard 
Hoyt; Chief of Field Administration, Walter Mode; Chief of National Institute, 
Guy Fox; and Chief of In-Service Training, Frederic \'iickert. 

::Juring the month of April, the MSUG American staff totaled 29 with 71 l oca l 
-=mployees and 5 cont ract employees. 

Police Project 

1. :\fter conferences with Vietnamese Poli.::!e officia.ls o.nd the MSU Police 
Team during the r:ionth of April, the President transfer red the fvr:ner 
French milito.ry Camp des Mares to the Civil Police force s of Vietnam. 
This camp, which 13 loco. ted in Sn igon, i:::i to be used n.s ;3ener·al head ·· 
qu::i :rters fur the Vietnnmese Bu:reau of Identification, National Police 
Academy, the centr:il fingerprint and record files, the crir'1e laboratory 
and central motor pool. Actual transfer of the property took place 
April 30, 1956 . 

2. The Municipal Police have completed o.rrnngements f or two trnin1ng courses 
t o be c; ivcn by the National Army o.nd the Depnrtment of Informat i on . One 
course will train Saigon-Cholon police officers in the ;•epair n.nd mainten
ance uf weapons; the other will train a small group in radio naintennnce 
and repair. Both of thene courses will begin early in May. 

3. The training of commando squads of S2igon-Cholon police in riot control 
formations has continued du:dng the month . It is believed they have 
advanced sufficiently to be able to make efficient use of this training 
in case of 11ecessity . A report ,;n '1 riots and unlawful assembly" is 
nearing cur:ipletion. It will be translated into Vietnamese and submitted 
to the Municipal Police, and it will cover antictpatin~ and preventing 
riots, mob psychology, elements of the mob, quelling riots and dispersing 
unlawful assernblied and general pvlice tactics regarding ri0ts. 

4. The GovernDent temporarily discontinued Civil Guard training at Quantrung 
tn order to train Arny personnel. More than 10,000 Civil Guardsnen have 
received basic training at Quantrung to date, ancl we h :ipe t o renew this 
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trainir~ s a un. It is interestinG t o note that the Civil Guard Plat .on 
which clistincuished itself by capturing Ba Cut d 1 April 13th had 
recent ly CJnpleted training at Qunnt iounc. Fu ,:ther~:to ee., t he cap t a in whc 
leRd the plat ..:. on had undergone t rn ininc in the Lencle11 Ship Ccurse at 
Quant rune:; . 

5. Renewe(J traffic contr,; l activity in So.ig on-Chc L :n has resu ltecl in ppjgres s 
un a trainin.3 film f ".: r traffic •.:ffice r s, intersection lane p::tinting •_;n a n 
experinental basis, ancl additional traffic c ounts which will be used in 
deciding 0:'1 tra f fic si,:snal equip: ient. 

6 . Dur inG the t::unth the finDl dr"'.tt :..; f the rer)C1~t on a rec ·:.:unended police 
.H•ganization for the Republic ·.J f Vietnm;i hc1s been cunple ted. It is n)w 
in the process of being translat ed int c Fr ench and wil l be avnilable f or 
distribution in the ~ery near f~ture. 

'( . Fou ." sub-pru ject a gree:1ents f'or p.)lice e q11ipnent ha-le lKW been cnplet ed 
and sub::iitted to USOM. These n ,~;re e:1ents relate L· equip::wnt r-,eeds 0f 
the Civil Guard , municipal police, V.B.I., and the training school. 

Field Administrati~n 

1. \Lrk in the Departnents ,~. f EducatLn, Ac;r icul turc , 11.Gro.rinn Ref·...: r m, and 
the Civic Acti.:m Con''liSsion c .ntinueci . With one excc;:ith,n, r-epvrts on 
the fi eld studies are be in[; p»ep8.red while cent :•al .Jffice surveys are 
pr.__. ce ed in;~ ns sche·iuled. The '.,ne exce;)tion is Ctdc Actbn Hhere a 
recent na J:n · re·. r n;:mization h2-s sl ewed down c . npleti:.m c f NSUG field 
work . 

2. Re19ti n::; t(J tbe i• tplementati :m .·,f p:tst l"E".·:, 1'ts, we hnvi::: b'"en enc urne;ed 
by the nc ti 1 ·n ·1 f the PrE:Siden•JY t w~. ·d s ;:ceding up work in the Refugee 
CtJc.r:1issicn. Buth the President nnd the Comr.J.issicner Genera l have recent 
l y issued lette rs to Pr0vince Chiefs 9. nd other officials whi ch Sh(.'Uld 
sti~:mlnt e ::t di] inistrative i opr .. ·cenent 8nd hnrn,_:ny in the field. We are 
continuinQ: t o Cvllect infornatic;n f :, r our six-'.nonth r e-.-ieH ·~ f ;)ur work 
with the Refugee Ccnoission. 

3. In tht Depa~tment of Interior, a decree was issued by the Secretary of 
State prcviding for a study c otir:iisslon to recominend chan3es in the 
interna l boundaries of Vietna;n. This cor:m1iss1on, which we recor.ir..iended 
t o the Secretary, will be cor.1posed of the Secretary of State f or Interior 
or his representative, a representative from the Presidency, and three 
representatives from each region of the count1°y. Mr. Nguyen-huu-Chau, 
Secretary of State at the Presidency and Acting Secretary for Interior 
since the appointment of Mr. Bui van Thinl'l as A:1bassador to Japan, has 
reaffirned the desirability of t h is study cOi:lnission and has indicated 
that the first neetin8 will be convened in a few weeks. 

4. Initial contacts have been established with other Anerican agencies con
cerned with our forthcominc survey of the Departr.J.ent of Inforr:ation and 
Youth. Following interviews in U.S.I.S. and the USOM Prorr,ran Support 
Division, we will develop a definite research plan. 

• 
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5. During the first week in April, Mr. Roland Haney visited the ICA
spons ored project in Manila which supports the Government Survey and 
Reorganization Commission for the Philippine Republic. This visit to 
Kroeger and Associates, the contracting a0ency, was very useful in that 
much of their worlc has been similar to ours in Vietnam and our exchanee 
of information had been incoraplete to date. 

Institute Progran 

1. On April 12 the Institute held an inaugural ceremony. The President of 
the Republic, other Vietnarnese dignitaries, foreign ambassadors, includ
ine those of the United States, Great Britain, and Japan, were p~esent. 
Mr. Thon~ conducted the distine;uished visitors on a tour of the Institute. 
Publications, pictures, and charts representing the ~ork or activities of 
MSU staff were among the materials on display. 

2. New buildin~ plans which would provide office, classroom, and dormitory 
space have been developed and now await Presidential approval. 

3. A Vietnamese translation of Dr. Hunter•s book of problems in economics 
ls virtually complete. Drs. Dorsey and Fox continued their work on 
readings for student use. 

4. In the Economics area, the report to the President on economic control 
measures was finished and is now being translated and reproduced. Mr. 
Snyder did a supplement to his payments procedures report and cave 
lectures on both at USOM. Mr. Cole cooperated in the tax collectors 
schocl as an aide to Dr~ Lindholm. 

5. On April 24 the first meeting of librarians of the Saigon area was held 
at the home of Mrs. Alubowicz. Seventeen librarians representing twelve 
libraries were present. Professional topics and means of cooperation 
were discussed. A permanent association is planned. Each participant 
agreed to distribute to other libraries a list of pericJicals in his 
library. Eventually, it is expected that a union catalog will be 
compiled. 

6. A small public opinion survey was conducted among Institute students by 
the Research Division. This survey on the role of women in Vietnam was 
conducted for training and experimental reasons. It is hoped that a 
similar survey can be conducted in the Saizon-Cholon area. 

In-Service Training 

1. A trainine course f or tax collector supervisors for almost all provincial 
tax offices was completed during the month. 

2. Plans for the Presidential lecture series to be given during May and 
June to middle and high level civil servants were developed during the 
month. The series will consist of ten special lectures on administra
tion by MSUG members and will be given under Presidential and National 
Institute sponsorship. 
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3. Mr. Vu Uyen Van, who is in char~e of the in-service training program of 
the Institute, was taken on a very successful one-week inspection t our 
of the training program of the Philippine Government. 

4, Courses in stenography and records management were in the pl~nning stage. 
Mrs. Lindholm is now assigned t o secretarial training on a full-time 
basis and is making necessary contacts and developing plans in this 
area. 

Executive Office 

Normal activity continued in all phases of Executive Office work. During 
this month increased energies were devoted to personnel and housing in 
view of the forthc oming expansion of the group. The accounting section 
has had a particularly heavy bur den. 

The financial balance sheet f or April follows. 
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