
MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY EAST LANSING 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS 

Profe ssor Wesley R. Fishel 
Department of Political Science 
i~03 Berkey Hall 
Campus 

Dear Hes: 

November 2, 1959 

Dr. Amado A. Castro of the University of the .1:-'hilipplnes 1-vill be on our 
campus from Monday , 16 November, t hrough Fri day , 20 November. I wish to 
conf irm our telephone conversation with respect to his coni'erring with you. 
Also, I s hould like to prov i de you with informat ion on Dr. Castro's back
ground and as t o what he -vdll be trying to do here at Hichigan State . 

As v-Te arranged by phone, Ides, you are presently s cheduled to visit with 
Dr. Castro at lunch a t 12:00 A. i., Tuesday, November 17th, meeting first in 
your off ice, ~.03 Berkey Hall. If f or any reason it becomes impossible or 
inconvenient t o coni'er with Dr. Castro at this particular time, just give me 
a call and we can arrange a better meeting time . 

Enclosed is a brief statement of what I believe Dr. Castro is concerned 
with and w-ishes to cliscuss during hls visit on our campus . As far as you, in 
particular, are concerned it would be very helpful to Dr. Castro if you could 
discuss vJith him the political and organizational problems of economic develop
ment VJhich in your mind carry high research priority. I would also appreciate 
your brlnging to Dr. Castro's attention any of t he elerrents of your e:x-perience 
with Vietnamese problems that seem relevant to the problems of research in 
economic development. 

JTB:ar 

Sincerely yours, 

sociate Professor in 
Agricultural Economics 



Dro CastroDs Baelt:gi'ound 
and 

The Purpose ot His Visit to MSU 

.30 Oct.ober 19>9 

I a.po~og:tm · in advanc... for the lDoseneso of ·C.h:ts statement iP Host of 
it I :utUSt pall f>,l'()IU rq memo:t:r and this is fau:cy foggy i:n spots.~ 

Dr., Cas"t~-ro uas bol.'"l'l in I'1anila, Philippine Islands between .35' to 39 years 
ago" He is still sil'lg1e, I believe. He has a numbez- of br-others and sisters 
who are in the profess:tona.l middle class (o:ne :$..s .a..11 engineer~' anat.her an 
art:lst) of -the PbiJ-i .. ppinase He has h~d . VOl,Y f:in educational backgrom'1£1.,: 
His secondary .ndncnt:l<ln 'wa.s obtained i 1 au .Jl~::~·ie"';t. Jesuit high sehool~ He 
had ·a liberal. arts O!"iented eollt ... ge education a:h (if 'JJ.~V" W" >10.y G.nd. s:pc1li..~ 
are correct) S. Thomas,. pl.'Obably the finest private eol:let;~ (Jet:mit, alao) 
in the Philipp:i.nes,. Dr •• Castro obtained. his Fht<D" fi"o~ :tlar"ii'ard Univel .. sit:y in 
1954 or 1955 ~ He ·was an excellent student of economics at HarvardG He did 
his thesis research 1dt,h Professor Alvin Hansen o!! a problem of Philippine 
trada ba.lsnee and economic g:rowthll' Hie primary fields of i..~terest in economic& 
are Eeonom1e Development,. ~1on.ey &'ld Banldng!) and Im:.ernational Tradao He aJno 
presented .fields in Economic Statist · cs, Economic !Iiwtory end, I believes
Industrial Ol•gani'li'iationtt Ot..he:r than a..'-3 an undergraduate, I doubt if Dre Castro 
has had much exposure to "c.ha othe:r- Social Seie.neeao Like me.n;y edueatod. 
Philippinos of his age:, Dr~ Castro has been big~ u.Amel'"ieen:i.zed" in values 
and outlook~ 

Dr. Castro returned in 1954 or 1955 ·~o the Philippines and to his role 
as a pro.fessor of e4.!onomics in the Departrrant of Economies at the University 
of the Philippineso Sin<..~ that t ima he has had some administrative responsi.y 
bilities delegated to him by ~he Dean o£ the Collage of Bt.mooss Administ:r•ation 
md lms, 1: think~ pm.icipated in Philippine gove:mrra1t trade policy affairs 
in addition to pursuing his teaeh:i.ng and research(; Tl1.ree ~ars ago, Dro Castro 
spent about a yaar (in a Sorriiheast Asian comd:.ry that. JY.l"Ssantly eacapes my 
mamoey) as a United Nat:lons technical advisor-. 

Dr., Castro 1-ras appointed di:?eC"c.ar of the J:.nstitute £or Eeonomie Davelop .... 
rnent and Reseai'Ch,; I 'believe uoon it was foul'lde4 late in 1957 & The put"l)Qse <'Jf 
the institut.A; b' its faeiJ.ities and p:rog anJS a:t.oa outl...ined in the eoolosc-d ttermo
.rax of a bl"oehwe Dr,, Cast:s:•o sent. to :me o 1.n Benem.bar' 19'7 1 the Roeka.felle~ 
F'ounde.tion made a su'brstantial grani; to tm Inlt"itute and :tn Fabruacy 1959 
auggested tba·t:. tho Dii'eet.at• ot .. tm !Mt.itute~ Dr.,. Castro, tour organization~ 
of som.avha't similar na"~Dre in A.~ia and also visit a number o£ U.'liversities 
in the United States in order tsto gather experiaoee on the work and organi"" 
zaticn of 'U!iive:rsity and other eco&"lomic 1•eseareh ceuters" and also to make 
poet-graduate studies and research on the general problem of the Pbilipp:lnee 
in international trade n ... 

Dro Cam-;ro will oo co:rrl'el"!•ing nth .faeulty at I~ichigm State on two -
genel"al probletl!So 'l'he fust :ts the question or hot~ you organize an economic 
research cente1• of the highest quality and avoid various Ol"ganizatiol1al pit""' 
falls() I know Dr~ Castl"' is concerned over the problem o.f the mul:l:iiple goals 



of the Instittf've and has asksd to discuss, as ha put ith :?the problem of 
mairr~aining a balance bet't<Jeen basic zoe search and application". !t is not clea:r 
to me whether the Institute is an action agency to atzy extent" If it is9 
Dr.. Cast o bas even more problem of this sort othel" organizational problems 
that I expect Dl.l) c.> Castro faces include ( 1) his relationships with the regular 
academic stl"Uctu:re of the Un:tvers:l:t.y, {2) pol.iey on :rslations 'f:rith private 
business and (J) 1~lationships uith the gove1 n" of the Pl't.ilippines in the 
arsa of rosearch, and policy on invol: amant tdt·h gowx 1.~nt action progl.~e.mttJo 
One could go on, but 1 ould appreciate yow• bl1.ngi.ng to Ir.r , Castro~:J attention 
any experienc and em1viet1ona you may have c.:ont:elning the pi."Oble-uw of getting 
mder Yay and maintaining the qual:l.ty and :Integ~ "t7 of a researeh organisation 
Gu h ~, hi lng~itute~ 

Tbs oth.el" general problem which Dr.,. Castro is interested in d:tscusoing 
is th<rG of ·ail~ constituteG the mos-t. imporGant areas of S>eGeat"Ch w.t:t.hin the 
aeopa of Economic Develo~1t ~ In terms of tr~ gf;)DB!'al problem or devaleptmut 
what al"e ·the qc:wat_ons that most nead ans-a-e~:ll'!g in OU:l' JXl'esent state of 
uuderstaucl:in.gg Also uhat type or .1 eseareh in development is likely to ba ci' 
the st inmiediate vru..tte to a emmtt7 au('>..h as tlw P.hilippineso Indeed, ! 
suspect; Dr., Cfi.S't.-ro is open to suggestions as to specific resea:reh byp--:rtheses 
which bie instituto might pm'sue ~ 

I shall tell Dl•..- Cast?o to be d.ireet G.!Ki .fra.11k in his diswssions with 
you so that your col'W-a:r ation.-s get to the impor.:tan·t ma:l:.tel"s qu:icklyo I s.sk 
you to be equally di."""ect end f".::•a.nk m.: h Dl·~ Cast:ro~ 

.. 
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