MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY EAST LANSING

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS

November 2, 1959

Professor Wesley R. Fishel
Department of Political Science
03 Berkey Hall

Campus

Dear Wes:

Dr. Amado A, Castro of the University of the rthilippines will be on our
campus from lMonday, 16 November, through Friday, 20 November. I wish to
confirm our telephone conversation with respect to his conferring with you.
Also, I should like to provide you with information on Dr, Castro's back=
ground and as to what he will be trying to do here at Michigan State.

As we arranged by phone, Wes, you are presently schedvled to visit with
Dr, Castro at lunch at 12:00 A,M,, Tuesday, November 17th, meeting first in
your office, 103 Berkey Hall., If for any reason it becomes impossible or
inconvenient to conter with Dr. Castro at this particular time, just give me
a call and we can arrange a better meeting time.

Enclosed is a brief statement of what I believe Dr. Castro is concerned
with and wishes to discuss during his visit on our campus. As far as you, in
particular, are concerned it would be very helpful to Dr. Castro if you could

discuss with him the political and organizational problems of economic develop-

ment which in your mind carry high research priority. I would also appreciate
your branging to Dr. Castro's attention any of the elements of your experience
with Vietnamese problems that seem relevant to the problems of research in
economic development,

Sincerely yours,

~Jaghes T. Bonnen
sociate Professor in
Agricultural Economics



30 Uctober 1959

Dp, Castro’s Background
and
The Purpose of His Visit to MSU

I apologize in advance for the loasencss of this shatement. Host of
it I must pull from wmy memory and this is fairly foggy in spots.

Dr, Castro was born in Manila, Fhilippine Islanda between 35 to 39 years
ago. Be is still single, I believe. He has 2 mumber of brothers and sisters
who are in the profecsional middle class (one is an engineer, another an
artist) of the Fhilippines. He has had a very fine educational background.
His secondary edwoavion was obtaired in an Awcpicen Jesult high school. ke
had ‘a liberal arts oriented collcge educeation 2 (if wy memory snd spelling
are correct) San Thomus, probably the finest privete eollege (Jesult, alsgy
in the Philippines. Dr. Castro cobtained his Fh.D. fyom Harvard University in
195h or 1955, He was an excellent student of economics at Harvard., He did
his thesis ressarch with Professor Alvin Hanscn on a problem of Philippine
tvade balanee and economic growth. His primery fields of interest in economics
are Bconomic Dovelopment, Money and Banldng, and International Trade, He also
presented fields in Fconomic Statistics, Econcmic History end, I believe,
Industrial Crgenization, Other than as an undergraduate, I doubt if Dr. Castro
has had much exposure to the other Social Sciences. Like nany educated
Philippinos of his age, Dr. Castro has been highly PAmericenized"” in valuss
and outlooke.

Dre Castro returned in 1954 or 1955 o the Philippines and to his role
as & professor of economics in the Department of Economicsz gt the University
of the Philippines. Since that time he has had some edminisirative responsies
bilitles delegated to him by <he Doan of the College of Business Administration
and has, I think, participsted in Philippine government trade policy affairs
in addition to pursuing his teaching end ressarch., Three ysars ago, Dr. Castro
spent about & ysar (in a Southeast Asiasn country that presently escapes wy
memory) 88 a United Nations techunical advisor,

Iy, Cestro was appointed director of the Ingtitute for Feonomie Develop-
ment and Regeaweh, I believe when it was founded late in 1957. The purpose of
the instltube, its facilities and programs are ouvblined in the enclosed thermo-
fax of a brochure Dr. Castyo send to me. In Dencmber 1957, the Rocksfeller
Foundstion made a substantial grent to the Institube and in Februsry 1959
suggested that the Dirscior of the Institubte, Dr. Castro, tour crgenisations
of gomewhat similar nabure in Agia end alsoe visit o nuwber of universities
in the United States in order "bo gather experience on the work and opgani.
sation of wiversity and other economic research ceuters, snd also to make
post-graduate studies and research on the general problem of the Phllippines
in international trade®.

Dr. Castyro will be conferwying with faculty at Michigan State on two -
general problems. The first is the question of how you organize an economic
research center of the highest quality and aveid various orgenigzational pit~
falls. I know Dr. Castro is concerned over the problem of the multiple goals



of the Institute and has asked to discuss, as he put it, "the problem of
maintaining a balance between basic research and application®. It is not cleaw
to me whether the Institute is an acticn ageney to any extent. If it is,

Dr. Castre has even more problems of this sort, Other organizational problems
that I expect Dr. Castro faces include (1) his reletionships with the regular
academic structure of the University, (2) policy on relations with private
business and (3) relationships with the govermment of the Fhilippines in the
arsa of research, and policy on involvement with government action programs.
Cne could go on, but I would appreciate your beinging %o Dr. Castro®s attention
any experience and convictions you may have conterning the problems of gotting
under way and maintaining the quality and integrity of a research organization
such as hia Ingtitute, ‘

The other general problem which Dr. Castro i3 interested in discussing
is that of what constitutes the most important aress of research within the
seope of Lecnomic Development. In terms of the goneral problem of development
whet ars the quogtions that most need answering in cur present state of
wmderstanding? Also, what type of research in development is likely %o be of
the most lmmediabe walve %o a comntry such as the Philippines., Indeed, I
suspest Dr, Castro is open to sugegestions as to specifie research hypotheses
which his iustitulte might puwrsue.

I shall tell Dr. Castre to be direct and frank in his discussions with
you so that your comversations get to the important matters quickly. I ask
you 0 be equally direct and firank with Dr. Castro.
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