% To Ly, S = cckhes
EV/ /"&‘f* Wwﬁ*‘hg ‘-@ /f/’/

i o ane s (1 o g

FROM: It R, C. Phillips, Maac v (Ao (- Koo

SURJECT: Conversation with lir. Nguyen Van Hanh of the Ministry of Social
Action on 1 Deccmber 195L, Saigon.

1. lr. Hanh, who is currently in charge of the section of the linistry of
Social Action which is concerned with the operation of the social action commitiees,
told me this morning that he wae being threatened with removal from the linistry
if he did not become a Cao Dai. He also said that a lir. Nguyen Fhuc Sa,with
whom STEM has been workingyhad already been told by the Minister of Soecial
Action, lMr. Bao, that he was to be rerlaced by a Cao Dai. lNMr. Hanh was told
by Mr. Bao, the Minister, that he could not hope to have any rosition of respon-
sibility if he did not become a Cac Dai convert. Hr. Bao told Hanh that he could

proscibly stay on in the Ministry as a secretary if he would not accept conversion.

2. Both Mre Hanh and lir. Sa held prominent positions ln the Ministry of
Social Action under the formee Minister, Mr. Huyen, and have been in the llinistry
for a long time, Evidentally and unforitunately the present Minister seems bent
on removing the only people in the linistry who have had any experience in Soclal

Action and who would be capable of carrying out any sort of a program of socal

action and community 'developnmt in Vietname




