
FF.DH : Lt. R. C. Phillips, HAAG 

SUBJECT:: Conversation uith 1-lr. Ngur;en Van H._qnh of the Ninistry of Socill 
Action on 1 December 1954, Saigon. 

1. Nr. Hanh, rrho is currently in char ge of the section of t he Hinistry of 

Social Action 1ihich is concerned with the operation of the social action cormnittees , 

told me this morning that he liaS being threatened -vJi th removal from t he l1inistry 

if he did not become a Cao Dai. He also said that a Nr. Nguyen Phuc Sa,uith 

whom STEH has been 1-rorking,had already been told by the I'i-i ,1ister of Socia.l 

Action, 1;Ir . Bao, that he 1vas t o be re laced by a Cao Dai. IV!r . Han..'h uas told 

by 1-:Ir . Bao, the Hinister, that he could not hope to have CU1Y position of respon-

sibility if he did not become a Cao Dai conv"Brt. Flr. Bao told Hanh that he could 

pos si bly stay on in the Ninist ry as a secret ar y i f he v.rould not acc e t conversion. 

2. Both Hr . Hanh and Hr. Sa held prominent ositions in the 11inistry of 

Social Action under the former 1-i:inist er, 11r. Huyen, and have been in the Hinistry 

for a long time. Evidentally and unfortunately t he present M.i:.flister se ems bent 

on re:rr.ovlnP" the only people in the H:inistr<J who have had any experience in Social 

Action a.tid uho vrouJ.d be capable of carry-ing out any sort of a pr ogram of sociil 

action and conmnmi ty 'development in Vietnam. 


