
February 1, 1961 

H. • t Van Thinh 
~b ssador of the Republic of Yietn 
Tokyo, Japan 

!--1y d ar fri nd: 

P ffilAL ~ CONFIDENriAL 

It has been a great source of . pleasure to me to kno 1 that you have con­
tinued to represent your gove.rnm nt in Japan . These are critical days 
and the President is indeed t· ell advised to retain the services of so 
experienced and distinguished an envoy in Tokyo . 

On August 10; 1961, I expect to arriv in Tokyo , accompanied by my family, 
and am loolring forward to epending the better part of th y ar that follows 
as re ident of that city . I have b en cuarded a f 1lol"7Ship by the 
Gugsenheim Foundation, to do research in Japan and cert in Southeas Asian 
countr e on the Japanese reparations problem - - the ba.ckgro d, rationale, 
and settlements . I would• o . cours , appreciate your cooperation and 
assistance . 

I 

More .specifically, I would appreciate it if you could s d me$ at your 
earl·e t convenience, copie of 1h t v r Japanese and Vie .ese publi­
cations you · ay have bearing on the reparations question . One in particular 
which might be useful would be Ve onmn Binran ( ) (Handbook 
Concerning Vi tnam), issued by the Ministry of Forei , ££airs periodically . 
I am ure t ere will be other items hich you lill kno~ bout and which 
would be helpful to me in my prepar~t ry work here at Michigan State University 
during the co ing weeks . 

Speaking personally, I would b most grateful to you for your priv te and con­
fidentia appraisal of dev lopmcn in Vietnam s in.ce la t s er . I must con­
fess th t I, like all true friends f your people> have been most disturbed 
by some of the things that have ta.ten place . You may be assured that I will 
treat your remarks as being made in complete privacy d uill not under any 
circum cance repeat them. 

Mrs . Fi hel joins me in sending our armest regards to you and your charming 
\V'if ~· with our hopes that t l a Tet u: 1 usher in a ne'' y ar of success and 
good h alth ·or you both and for the people of Vietn~ . 

Very sincer ly, 

t~esley 

ChaimM , 

lmF/dld 

ishel 
ian Studies Group 


