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Mr. President, 

On beha lf of the Government of the Republic of Vietnam, 
I have the honour to cal l your personal attention and that of the 
Security Counci l of the United Nations on dangerous acts of war 
being pr esently perpetuated by the People's Republic of China 
aga inst the Republic of Vi etnam, ~n Vi etnamese t erritory and in 
Vietname se t erritorial waters. 

Subsequent to its unfounded cl aim - as publicized on 
January 11, 1974 in Peking - of sovereignty on the Vi etname se 
archipelago of Hoang-Sa (a lso known as Paracels, and located betweer. 
meridians lll and 113 East, and Parallels 15. 45 and 17.05 North), 
the People 's Republi c of China , on January 17, 1974 and the following 
days , s ent an important nava l task-f or ce composed of ll ves sels of 
various tonnages, including the two missile-ships of the Komar type, 
to the Hoang-Sa area_, abbproximate ly 170 nautical miles off Da-Nang. 

Hostiliti es started on January 19 , 1974 at 8:29 ~ hours 

(local time) after a Chi ne se landi ng pa rty had opened fire on Viet­
namese troops on the island of Quang -Hoa (also known as Dunc~n, 14:42 
East, 16.27 North). 

At the same tim-e , Communist Chinese vess els engaged 
Vietnamese vessels stationed in the area, causing heavy casualties 
ar:d mater ial damages. 

On January 20, 1974 , Communist Chinese warplanes which 
overflying the area on previous days, joined the action and 

bc~lar~ed Vietnamese positions on the islands of Hoang-Sa (Paracels) 
(Robert) and Vi nh-Lac (Money). 

As of the writing of this l etter, Chinese troops have 
la~ded o~ all the islands of the Hoang-Sa archipelago, and the Chinese 
~3va l task-force seemed prepared _to head for the Truong-Sa (Spratley) 

The above-mention ed events show that the People 's Republic 
of C~ina is engaging in an aggression across inter nationa l borders, 
against an inde pendent and sovereign state , with t he aim of occupyi~g 
ar.d annexing by force of arms territori es which are an indivisible 
part of the Republic of Vi e tnam. On this point, I wish to refer to 
my note verbale of January 16, 1974 in which I detailed undeniable 
evid0~ ce of Vi e tnamese sover ei gnty over the : island presently under 
attack by the People's Republic of China. 
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The 9overrunent of the Republic of Vietnam, in bringing --
. ·: the above to the attention of the Security Council, once again 

reaffirms its faith in the United Nations and its acceptance of 

.. .. 

the purposes and principles enunciated in the Charter of the 
Organization. It views the aggression by the People's Republic 
of China as a serious breach of international peace and security, 
threaten ing the independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity 
of sma 11 nations everywhere, parti.c.ular 1 y in Asia. 

In ac cordance with Article 35, paragraph 2, of the Charter 
of the United Nations, the Government of the Republic of Vietnam 
hereby solemnly draws the attention of the Security Council to the 
grave situation created by the action of the People's Republic of 
China in the Hoang-Sa archipelago area. 

I therefore have the honour to request you to convene an 
immediate meeting to consider this aggression by the People's Republic . 
of China against the Republic of Vietnam in order to take urgent actions 
to correct the situation and put an end to the aggression. 

For it~ part, the Government of the Republic of Vietnam 
accepts in advance the obligations of pacific settlement provided in 
the Charter of the Uni fed Nations. ------

In the meantime, I also request you to kindly have this . ! 

letter circulated as an official document of the SeC\.lrity Council to 
all state I'i'lembers of the United Nations and to all states maintaining -
Permane-nt Otservers to the Organization. \ 

Accept, Y..r. President, the renewed a?surances of my highest _ 
consideration. .,.. .. --

Saigon, January 20, 1974 

Signed: VUONG VAN BAC 
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