
DAT April 26, 1 57 

TO: ic Pr i nt Hamilton 

OJI: Pa 1 D. pell 

n I will b out of t w until n xt Thur y, I anted 
to r ort to you w at I v don to te in pr ar tton for the 
tat Dinn r in honor of Pr sident Di of Vi tn 

I have cont cted 
Jiu le, and Jlr . Rob rt 
a re ent h v be n 

u 

(1) A tring trio will 
I hav ask d Mr. 
Bi Ten oo • 

(2) Tb Stat Singer 
n aged for th occ 

t School of 
The following 

dinner . 
in the 

h v b n 

(3) raons who ar to sit t 
in tbe G 1 xy Roo at 

(4) I would 1 of th Co itt e on who 
hould e an of the dinn r s ion. 

If Pre 1 not to pp ar on th pro-
raa f , or a short ap ch, be might b 

the lo to serv a Ch iraan. In the v nt 
that he o erwis tied up, I would recOlllll nd 
it r yours lf or Dean Tag art. It is •Y und r­

standing that Governor Williams ha be n inv1t d 
to give a talk at th dinner, and that Pre id nt 
Di will be a k d to giv a bri f in oraal p ch , 
or r arks, on thi occa ion. I would personally 
recommend that Pre id nt Hannah b ask d to talk 
on MSU ' s international progr , in th ev nt that 

~oean't cover thi subj ct in th afternoon. 
ven if he should di cu.s this ubject at th con­

voca t lon, I hould think that sine the audi nee 
will be quit different in the evening, it would 
till be appropriat for bia to acquaint our gu t 

at the dinner with the aims, objective , and ext nt 
of our international program. 

A soon as I return, I will contact your office cone rning 
compo ition, etc . , of th audience. At that tim , we can decid 
such queations as who will it at the head table, what type of 
menu we bould have, and siail r matter • I would trongly recoma nd 
that, for the evening affair, we invit the Vietname e tudents, the 



Page 2 
Vic President Haailton 
April 26, 1957 

h ads of tat Goverma nt, including the Chief Justice of the 
tate Supreme Court, and a selected number of industrial and 

i es lea rs. I would like to raise the question a to 
wh ther or not we hould have a printed program for the dinner? 

This w dictated in 
ist ke her in. 

Dictated but not read 

PDB/dja 

cc: Dr. Ralph H. sauckl r 
Dr. Gl n L. Taggart 

hurry, and I logiz for any 

Sincerely, 
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April 29, 1957 

FROM: 

Thomas H. Hamilton. Vice President 

Ed.war Ii .. Weidner , Depart nt H 

SUBJECT : Possible Invitees 
D1etnts V1S1t 

1 • 

-----~ 

s1dent 

e be adtled to the reception 
o of them ought to be 

t know Which categories you 

.2 . Mrs . Charles Gingras~ 1801 Ros land , Ea.st Le.n$1ng ... Head of 
Edgewood Peoples Chu,rch circle 1!1h1ch has don extensive sewing 
tor poor Vietnamese fa lie&. 

3 . Mrs . H. C. Venzke , l6JO Ridgewood, East Lans;t.ng -Head of 
Edgewood People Church circle Which has done extensive sewing 
tor poor Vie-tna:meue talllilieo ~ 

4 . John Sea.man .. Has ta.ken leadership ;tn th Word Affairs Council 
and the Great X>ec1s1ons Program locally . 

5. Arthur Boettcher .. ltas to.Iten leadership in the World Affairs 
Council a.nd thO Great Decisions Prograa locally . 

6. Mrs • Johll fa.ylor ... President or the !Bague or Women Voters , who 
have had a very active part in the World Affairs frog~ • 

EWW :i 
ce : Dean Tagge.rt,. 

Sincerely yours , 

Edward w. eidner 
Department Head 

:GRAMS 



Mr. Phan H'V' Dan will go to the airport wi t.h the delegation 
to meet President Dian 

.'lhe following Vietnamese students haYe TOlunteered to serve 
:1n the tour of the campus: 

Mr. Tran Ngoc Nbl.Q" 
Mr. Cao Xuan Linh 
Mr. Hoang Minh 
Mr. Thu Ngoc Ph 

.Mr. Le Phu Nhan 
Mr. Ngwen Tu Ban 

If possible, the following Vietnamese would like to be se ted 
vi th the members of Pr sident Diem•• party as indicated& 

Mrs. Trang 
Mr. Dan 
Mr. Mhu;r 
Mr. Minh 
Mr. Thong 
Mr. on 

[r. Thai 
Mr. Di~ Chief of Planni 
Mr. Don 
Mr. An 
Mr. Gia 
Mr .. Thi 



® 

cc: H. H. Kimber 
G. L. Taggart/ 
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llis Pain.ence 
Edward Cardinal Mooney, D.D. 
1234 Washington Boulevard 
Detroit 26, Michigan 

Your F.minence: 

DEAN OF/~ ·,.·' / · . Tc.n,:,.1, /'1 ... , . 
.,, ·•L ?;?OGRAM$ 

I am sure you will recall that you have been invited to visit 
Michigan State University on several occasion& when you have found 
it impossible to do so, but have encouraged us to believe that 
you would accept an invitation on some future occasion when 
your schedule permitted. We have just scheduled an event in 
which you may 11ell have an interest, and 1 hope that this time 
it will be possible for you to accept . 

Bis Excellenc7, Ngo Dinh Diem, the President of the Republic 
of Viet-Nam, will visit our campus on May 15 and 16. This will 
be something of a homecoming for him, for he was a member of 
our faculty for a time while undergoing a self•imposed exile 
from bis native land. 

Michigan State University is planning to mak the occasion a 
tllemorable one for him, both because we hold him in high honor 
for what he bas accomplished for his people and for the fre 
world, and because a mission from this University has partici­
pated actively in his successful establishment of stable 
government. 

The jor event will be an academic convocation on the afternoon 
of May 15, at which time an honorary degree will be conferred 
upon President Diem, and when he is expected to make a major 
address . Michigan State UniYersity would be highly honored if 
you would consent to participate in th1s convocation by offering 
the invocation and pronouncing the benediction. 

As you iaay well know, President Diem is a member of a p.:ominent 
and devout llaman Catholic family, and bis steadfast adherence to 
his religious faith ie one of his greatest strengths as a leader 
of his people and an avowed enemy of Communi His brother is 
Bishop Ngo Dinh Thuc, Apostolic Vicar of Vinh Long in Viet- Nam, 
and another of his brothers was killed by Conmunist terrorist$ 
in 1945. 
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l sure that he would be gratified if you fG\ltld it possible 
to take part in the convocation and the other events planned 
for his short stay on the campus.. These latter will iuelude a 
dinner given by our governing board. and a public reception 
following,. both on the evening of tf..ay l5. 

If you are free to accept this invitation. I woatd be happy to 
make reservatious for :you at our Kellogg Center• and for such 
others as ndght accompany you. If, unhappily, you -cann,ot be 
with us, I would appreciate your designating an appropriate 
dignitary of the Chureh to represent you. 

Because of the cOIJlP4ratively short time t:emaining for us to 
make our arrangements> we will greatly apprec14te your letting 
us have your attswer as soon as you find it cQ11venien.t. 

Let me repeat that Michigan State Un.iversity would he highly 
honor·ed to have you take part in this event. and that I would 
be most grateful personally fqr the opportunity to welcome you 
to our campus on this im.p<>rtant occasion. 

Sincerely, 



MICHIGAN ST A TE UNIVERSITY 
VIETNAM TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE PROJECT 

MA I LING ADDRESS: MSU·USOM 

A M ER I C A N EMBASSY 

SA I GON - V I ETNAM 

CAB L I! ADDRESS ' MICHGOVBUR 

Office of Chief Advisor May 6, 1957 

TO: 

FROM: 

Mr. Stanley K. Sheinbaum, Acting Coo~~ .. i~n~~ator 

Dr. Wesley R. Fishel, Chief Advisor ~\ 
SUBJECT: President Ngots Visit 

GENERAL OFFICE 1sT FLOOR 

2 6 , DUONG GIA-LONG 

( EX - LAGRANDIERE) 

TELEPH . NUMBER , 22 .022 • 21 .528 

Enclosed herewith is a preliminary English text of the address the 
President intends to give at MSU on 15 May. There may be further 
changes in it, of course, since, as you know, he usually alters his 
text at least once an hour up until the moment of delivery. The 
important thing is that he will deliver it in English. 

We were all a little confused here by East IB.nsing's request that he 
deliver 11 a major speech11 there, until everyone agreed that what was 
desired was that he not confine himself simply to politely saying 
11 thank you for this nice piece of sheepskin." As it now stands, his 
address will be as long as any he gives in the United States, including 
that to Congress, and it seems to me that it has sufficient substance 
and "message" for the occasion. His public relations in the United 
States are handled by Harold Oram, 8 West 40th Street, New York City, 
and I think you might contact Harold if you want further information, 
later drafts, etc. 

I think you will be favorably surprised (and by 11 you11 I mean Ralph 
and others who have met him and heard him speak English) when you 
hear him give his speech. He astonished us late the night before last, 
just prior to his departure from Saigon, when he took the several 
English texts that had been prepared and proceeded to sight-read them 
aloud with what was to us a surprising degree of understanding, em­
phasis, and nuance. However, I would suggest that the microphones be 
carefully placed beforehand with the thought in mind that he does not 
always speak as loudly as, say, President Hannah or any other American 
who has done a good deal of public speaking. Furthermore, it might 
also be useful when setting up the lectern to remember that he is 
even two inches shorter than I, and might be handicapped by too high 
a reading stand. 
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His party will almost certainly include the following persons, and 
I assume you will receive a complete list from the State Department 
before his arrival: Secretary of State Nguyen huu Chau; Secretary 
of State for Public Works le van Quang; Director General of Budget 
and Foreign Aid Vu van Thai (see enclosure l2..); Director General of 
Plan Huynh van Diem; Press Secretary Ton that Thien; and Chief of 
the President's Personal Secretariat Vo van Hai. Also coming may 
be Ambassador Chuong, perhaps Ambassador Elbridge Durbrow (or some­
one else from the Department of State), and various valets, military 
aides (Ed Iansdale may be assigned to be the President's military 
aide while he is in the States), etc. All of the major persons 
listed, with the exception of Secretary Chau, speak English at least 
reasonably well, and even Chau understands a good deal and can speak, 
though with some difficulty. 

I know that Hai and Thien in particular are eager to see those members 
of the White Suit Club presently in East Iansing, and I would assume 
you are arranging for some sort of an informal get-together in some­
body's house the latter part of the evening on the 15th. 

Have arrangements been made for any of our participants to be on 
campus on this particular day? One further thought: if the President 
is expected to make any remarks, however brief, after dinner or when 
descending from his plane at the airport, etc., etc., it might be 
well to advise Oram or Ambassador Chuong of this in advance, since 
this aspect of his schedule was not clearly spelled out before he 
left here. 

WRF/dcm 

Enclosure 
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MICHIGAN ST A TE UNIVERSITY 
VIETNAM TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE PROJECT 

MAILING ADDRESS: MSU·USOM 

AMERICAN EMBASSY 

SAIGON - VIETNAM 

GENERAL OFFICE : JST FLOOR 

26 , DUONG GIA-LONG 

(EX - LAGRANDIERE) 

CABLE ADDRESS , MICHGOVBUR TELEPH . NUMBER , 22 .022 - 21 .528 

Office of Chief Advisor May 9, 1957 

I 1.. 7-

TO: Mr. Stanley K. Sheinbaum, Acting CoG.rdinator 

FROM: Dr. Wesley R. Fishel, Chief Advisor ~fe 
SUBJECT: President ' s Visit 

For .your edification, Nguyen huu Chau is a connoisseur of oriental 
art. I know that I.a.nsing and MSU do not have much to offer him along 
these lines, but if there is anyone in our Art Department who might 
engage him in intelligent discussion during a few minutes of the 
reception, he might well come away with the thought that the American 
Midwest does have at least a few cultured people. Mr. Chau is 36 
years old, has a wifre and, I believe, three children in Paris. I would 
suggest that his family is a good subject not to discuss, since he and 
his wife are separated, and his seven-year old son is very seriously 
ill. Furthermore , it is normally considered poor form among Vietnamese 
for strangers to ask probing questions about their families. He is a 
lawyer by profession, and his income as such supposedly was in excess 
of $100 , 000 annually, until he accepted the post of Secretary of 
State at the Presidency. He is generally regarded as one of the most 
brillant persons in the Government. 

Another subject which it seems to me one might well avoid in talking 
with the President is his family, and his sister-in-law, Madam Nhu, 
in particular. He is extremely sensitive to remarks in this connection, 
although it would not be untoward if one had followed the visit of his 
brother, Ngdw~ dinh Nhu, to the United States, to comment on that trip. 

In looking over the list of persons who will accompany the President to 
East I.a.nsing, I find that I neglected to mention the possibilities 
that his personal Chief of Staff, Lt. Colonel Huynh van Cao may also 

· be along, in charge of his security. 

WRF/dcm 



MICHIGAN ST ATE UNIVERSITY 

OF AGRICULTURE AND APPLIED SCIENCE • E.AST LANSING 

DEAN OF INTBRNATIONAL PROGRAMS 9 May 1957 

Suggested drhft of l etter to be sent to al l staff meabers : 

The Pre .3ide._t of the he. ublic of Vi.:;t- Nfull , go Dinh Ditin , will vi.Sit 
Michi5u n St0te Universi ty on d"'-J 15 . 

President Ngo Dinh Diem is emer 0 ·ng ,.1,s one oi the stronge...,t democrc..tic 
le c...ders of the Fur .r:.:ast. His frienu ship •lit the United St .. t'°.:; a nd. 'f..ith 
our 01'.n institution is pl aying a sie;nificant r o le il1l the .t1ol iticd und 
soci al development of Viet-Nt.m. 

'lhe rrm. j or event of his visit wil l be a convocu.tion to be held .t 3.30 pm 
1•1cty 15 in the Audi tori um. On this oc casio. th8 Univ er .... i ty t."111 be stow 
un honor :ry Doctor of Laws degree u;ion the President , o.nd he \Jill deliver 
c... ":-;o. jor address . 

All stud~nts are l nvi ted to t..tt~this i,~Jortc..llt ceremony. CL.sses from 
3 to 5 pm on wednesd. y , •• ay 15 will be;;lismissed to et 1....bl e ...;tudents to be 
pres1::nt . I hozie you will ir:ipress upon tbe nembers of your cl.as .,e s the 
importance of this occasion , tot..'11 to the:::i rnd t o th:: University, «Ild tha.t 
you will urge them to attend . 

~ 
Since Pre.;;iden t Ngo Dinh..»f'em bild his p.'.lrty will be arriving v. t th e 
Auditorium t J . 20 pm, ~e students should be encouraged to be in the i r 
se~ts by no l~ter than 3.15 pm. 

Sincerely, 

Pre.ident 

I 

!... 
\ 



Jllro Tm Wablr1 
Radio ,_ Mw 
WlTl Radio sta\lan 
lSSOO Jar load 
~'.l'ol\ 26, "1c. -

0 v..,.., 

. -

,,.., 1. 19ST 

Rlcbip,an t.ate Utd.Ter•it.1' w1ll entertdn a cts.\~ \Piatt on tu 
wa ".,,is. u 1«0 DlDh ns.., preeiden ot the RepubUo ot •1-..., 

Thia vil1 be oae ot Pl'•~ •• nopa on a \our ot tbe United State.. 
High llr.ht ot hi• 'f'i•it on our oapu• vill be a OODYOOat.1on 1n h1a boncw' 
8' which be 1llll • a major .Mfte1 md rece1: an hoDOl'GT dootol' ot 
1- de . o Tbla 1a 9Ghedu1ed tor )1)0 to 4130 P• •• May 150 

.Altboqh w do not hne an india&tion ot the 8D8\ aatuft '"81.d 
nt•'• addrea, it baa OCCUPI' to 'QI that 70Q ' be 1.nt.et"ea\ed 1D • 
d1Jo out of ~ teatult•o Since P a e wt... 
lO)'lty to the \rleftern JW a and the Uni\ed Statell ill of CFitical • 
tanae, hie waap llbOQld be ot grtld pabllo ~ It ·TOU ae 
int.eHfted in aUrw meb a oadaut a.~ bf! to won out. 
arP t• JaGo I • att ing a OC>W of the aomeeatio pngra tar 
your impeo\1on. 

WLT1m 
lnol. 

S•• lett• sent \ot Vlllia Ra MGAndrn1 H!C, I• Yark 
Harold "• Wagner, Mltual Broadcasting Syat•, •• York 
Sig Mickelson, Columbia Broadcasting Syat•, 'lev York 
Don a._coe,_AIMPican Btoadaaating C0111pmy, lew YOl"k 
'TO• Wilber, wxrz-R&a'101-netro1' 
Ron OUbla, WJR Radio, 'Det!'oit 
J-e Clark, WWJ Rad1CJJ. Detroit 
Pet_. Stontat, wm P.acf :o, n.trot t. 
John. O.dona OIJM RllUo, Dnroit 



~Ir.le letter aent toa 

yden Palmer 
be r':; Vole• 

· llard Baird 
Will· • Kula•& 
J ck ' a.ndenbur1 
Al Kaufman 
Don Hoenahell 
Bill Pyff e 
John Martin 
Pred Olute'4 
Godfrey Sperlins 

W .. Abbey 
Ralph Reed 
Ja.a Tfainer 
Daaon s etaon 
.Bftfft:t Marti.A 
, .... c. Jon.ea 
Hor:a Nlcbolaon 

Jerry J ~nni111• 
1>onn Sbelt 
J~ lbffaan 
lob Downey 
Daft Saith 

I 

----Ml..;r< GA 

RE..: -

f ' Nro l&lpla laed 
State ldlte• 
.Detnit 

L.f:t"I( t I 

Detroit, Michl ... 
OF.A'll n• tt-.iTERl~A\1,_, ... •. 

a, you r uo dlNbt ann that ld.cldiu ''° Diil wrenlty will play . 
.boet to a d~at. ubhal vultor on l a llay 1$. Bl la ... Diu at.0 
prealdent the ._publf.c 'fin-ICa. 

ww urift in .But tanei.111 at about 3130 Po•, · ' is, bf 
apeclal and will t. tu . !miedlatelJ to tlll C'llllPU When be wil1 
1lft a aaJo.r addr ... at • apccia1 conYocaii !leld la h!. boaor tbe 
Nichi1u Jtat um. enity A!Altor! o t'ACul.tJ wlll attend f.n 11111 
ac:adet.c pr:> allCI the ocuaion wW bo ace: ied ~· antry alallu to 
t t: of •?d.Jll CftBIDCCCDto A., ~rary doctor of 1 ll'H will M 
•oaferred l'rcaidcnt l>i• by Mf.c~1!1wl Stnt 'fniftralt • A ia1 table 
will • r .. rwd lo~ the presa t the coim>C4tlml. 

ltmedla-tely i.o11owlDI tbe cODYocation .. l • al'~ a ~ coaf eff!' 
la Rom UI ol •• ldclllpa State Ulllwra!ty AIMSitod · ~e-taifta 

all _..papen, ndlo, end niaim a1atlo an lwlt to tbl.9 
coaf el'Hee wan tbeJ wt.11 .. .,. u opport ty to ridt and uli: 4&aeatlC1M 
ot Pnaidea• Dl-. 

Attacbel:l la a bi..-,, pnt o1 lafomatioae • •GllPl•\41 Pntna .. ._...,. 
• Ua!Del'UJ tu,_. lDfo,..tl o . 

.. n1ald l>l•'• nalt u ftl .... • • a •• 
yeu, .. puially lsa ri• fll ,._ •1- uwlat1- fll .Uc11•1aa ltate 

wra!t7 wltb the .. ,..'11• fll Ylet-lluo Mich .. S ate * ia ldu!• la 
Tld-lt• Wkla ta anlwlf • • iD ; .. 1p1ac h .. tctnt Di• t utallllall 
a new and de 11ntlo etate la u area ol tbe r141 ...,ltlJ rt t• •• 
uatted taw•. 

Jf we cu be el UJ lallp lD ,rftYlDI lDf o tloa er ln •''"I Ul'Ull•tiirta 
for reponeq pl .... ••tact thU olfkeo 

·lincenlJ ,.... 

Wo L .. 11& Trea.ter, 
Dlnctol' el 
llllonatlfll S.nk• 
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MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY 

OF AGRICULTURE AND APPLIED SCIENCE • EAST LANSING 

INSTITUTE OF RESEARCH ON OVERSEAS PROGRAMS May 13, 1957 
MICHIGAN SlATE lJNlv'EkSITY 

RECEt\IED 

MAY 141957 
Of F'ct Oi 1 ~ E 

DEAN OF INTERr~ATiC,fiflL PROGRAMS 

TO: Dr. Glen L. Taggart, Dean, Internat. Prog. 

FROM: Edward W. Weidner, Institute Director 

SUBJECT: Faculty seminar for President Diem 

Attached is an outline of the suggested procedure 

in connection with the Colloquium. All persons 

whose names appear on this sheet have been informed 

of their part or invited to attend and have 

accepted. 

As you may know, Professor Dorsey will be in 

charge at the faculty Colloquium. 

EWW:dy 
Enclosure 
cc: Thomas Hamilton 

James Denison 

Cordially, 
c,v ( 
l 0 



MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY 

OF AGRICULTURE AND APPLIED SCIENCE • EAST LANSING 

INSTITUTE OF RESEARCH ON OVERSEAS PROGRAMS May 13, 1957 

TO: Dr. Glen Taggart, Dean, Internat. Prog. 

FROM: Edward w. Weidner, Institute Director 

SUBJECT: Reception invitations 

It will be necessary to send invitations to the 
eleven members of the official party who are going 
to have faculty contacts for the evening reception. 
I assume you or Ralph will be taking care of this 
item, although I will be happy to do so if you 
would like me to. The eleven persons should be 
invited to come to the Red Cedar Room shortly 
before 8:30 where the faculty contacts will meet 
their respective members of the official party 
and take them into the reception. 

The Ambassador should be invited to attend the 
faculty Colloquium with President Diem in the 
Galaxy Room, 8:00 p.m. 

Cordially, 

EWW:dy 



FACULTY COLLOQUIUM 

{To give certain members of the faculty an opportunity to meet with 

President Ngo Dinh Diem and hear his views 1n response to questions. 

Ambassador - - Chuong invited to attend.) 

Time: 8:00 - 8:30 p.m., May 15 

Place: Galaxy Room, Kellogg Center 

Faculty committee to escort the President and the Ambassador from 

their suites to the Galaxy Room at 7:55 p.rn.: Professors Weidner, 

Smuckler, Hunter, and Dorsey. 

Professor Dorsey will chair the session. 

Faculty members invited to be present for the discussion: Professors 

Adams, Baril, Battistini, Bonnen, Brandstatter, Carmichael, Dorsey, 

Drews, Fee, Geist, Hawkins, Hendry, Hunter, Ishino, Jaffe, Joyaux, 

Killingsworth, LaPalombara, Lipski, McCleery, McQuitty, Maxwell, 

Scigliano, Sheinbaum, Smith, Smuckler, Turner, Weidner, Whiting, Witt, 

and Wright. 

Shortly before 8:30, President Hannah will come to the Galaxy Room to 

escort the President and the Ambassador to the reception being given 

in honor-of Pre~ iclen-c Diem. 
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