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Mr. Jack g. lly 1 Deputy Chief 
Polic d!Dini trat:lon Diviaion 
USOM•MSUC 

~ 34 
Navy tso. i FPO 

Pi-anciec • Callf.omia 

near Jack: 

thanks fol: y 1· • ~tt~1· of ·"' d.!. 9.. t app;eciate a.11 tb very good infot'llUlti • 
l hav dLctated n little n~t to noward, together wit this one today, to brina 
hi.a up to dat \."Qi&t:ding a fa". th1 ga golng on iu t Lu•i:D!l-.. iiothtng official, 
mostly ~•reorial. 

I ue tliere \fill be a pm:cy for \lea riahel when he ret rus to East Lanai • 
there ta· aoae conj cture where ioh.G will be G•ign d t-1!1en he retunus. My 8""• 
1a th•t he. wtll fin Glgu tagga.'l't. · d th!.? International Pt:ograu partmttnt .. In 
any ova t, l think h wtll bav quit an adju tment to };I.like up hia retur • I 
know that $e~dy~ will no .. · antl f •.>l: JJJ.Y nl:ey busine'..;7. d perha e the · Intent•• 
tiona1 Ptograma signment will be beat ~or lf e. 

I am glad to hea tha t tl· it.. pl:oar re goirt.S ao w 11. I do not 
h ar anythi &' all, officially, fr toward any ao-re. B not ee to Yattt 
to COlllMlnf.eate 'With me, whicb 11 perfectly all right. I lilt pleased y u give ~ 
same i •& of h aucceas tl our program. l appreciate •t.ic: na.18, al th gh it prob 
ably ia n t aa significant aiac:e all the turbulence hu subai e4., 

Tbe ne1r VIX dtr ctor had ec::iae adv•ne.-ent i raiat a fr 
etai- aener l. Thi• 1a a t'Ml J : l wi1h I could do 1t~ 

ortan#.. 
., 

Nl> r•l to a tv~ 
_at know aoau~ie 

I •a t aurprteed . ut the eciaf.Q et g mad r gai'di the Civil Guard. 
from all tbe iQfo'l'ULation I vae able to obta1n, I antlctpat~ this ctsion. I 
think lt S.a unfortunate perbape, b t 1 VQuld not try t a;econcl es the Preai• 

nt, ae 1 u h thinks thu ie i the best in•areet · f t e couutry. l ho 
that all the ney vUl not be l t to t · police perat1 • 

" 
The t t.ansln High School baaketoaU te• came throu with flying colors. 

They won twenty-fou~ atrught game• without a defeat, beattng Holland Chr:letian, 
Marquette, d River Jlouge !n th quarte~ flnala, &eai final , an finals. Job, 
in p&rttcular, hit hie etrid f.n the 1aat three gaea of the tournaent . l really 
think he was t difference bebre n victory and def at on a couple of occasions. 
In the a finala., l>etw•• he a Art they scored tbit'~Y-one pointa••Art getting 
ineteen ud John setting e-w.lve. In th final a e, th 1 beat liver Rouge, wb 

looked iNf llJ 004 in th aemi fi al g with Wltnt 'fech. Th4ly looked •o good. 
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in fact, that evetyone waa bettt g on liver Rouge. lU · ~ Rouge bad a ball club 
that di ,.,·ncsttuna ut run ad employ a full court pres•. laat tansins handled the 
full court pl'U& beaut:ifuhly •· end by the ti.me the fourth quarter •tarted. they 
ha a teia•point lead. Art waa given the aaetgnnent of bd. g1ng the ball down 
court, wbich he did exceedingly well. CO'Jll:ldering the ftct t~ . ... ~hz.~ w .... 1J -.he firat 
cm lete g_. he played at guard, The tu.ver lloug High School pl~yer guarding 
him to k the hall away from him only 'once, and that wu the fir,t Ume At:t had t 
ball. Th• ce>•cb., Loftcm Green, 1&1 dter the game he expected hb full court 
tees tQ bea~ U&,. Needleee to say, we Wre very proud 'Of the kids, as they did 

a beauti(\&1 joh, e1pecially ·Jolm, vho t..ct his be.st game · ring the seuon agabtft 
River B,oug • Ke •cored fifteen point• 4Pld A~t scored fourteen. for a total of 
t.-wenty•r,a:tne hetveen them. John wu alao placed on the Alh'tourneent Team and 
Art ·ma.de the •econd team. This wa• • awttcb. but we w•~• real pl aaed for Joba, 
as it geve bis e.go a· real lift, 'Whtch he needed. So ob for tbe athletic news. 

'i'be I.egtalature has raiaed hell with the Untverait7•a .,proprtatton request. 
Th cut uceedod on~million dollars •<l ~ one know what la gotng to happen. 
President Haimal ::.., ·n th .. I'l ilipJ;it cs d is expected back before the end of the 

nth. Con&f!qllm.tly, m> <i~ciei-0n roga.:i:cling tbe extent to whj.ch the budget cut 
will effcet the J~parti\1e~lta uill be ud @t.il h retut:'ns• · We. anticipate 8evet:e 
cute 1" t.he var ouJ accounts and prob4bl:y considerable eurtai of tra'\7el. S& 
far a there has b1.;cn l\o ·talk about reduct~ons in .oalarie Gttd none of us antictpat 
this tjpe of ~tion . . ' . 

The ~ll.Clos\?cl nei:rsp.:::iper cli?'l>ing re~o.rdins • clq O*C~iuae'l' will be of intereet 
to you •. · lt is too bad this bad to Mppien,. as ho wns a .eal ff.ne guy from all 
r p rte.. COane:t""ing abc._t o•cr.=-:::t ~cc~l!:s -;o ~Y rnt1'~ ·~hr.it M!chigt.: State really 
br~ke up tn th~ ba.:Jketball gmtte .o..gainst ltt.f.U.ruta for the Big "10° c ampionahip. 
lndiana· did not go vo.ey fai- in the NCAA; ;t:bey Wel:'e beat~n , tn the first a•• by 
otre Dae and pret~7 b441y. · . !' . 

lverytb.tng 1 n~l'Jnitl in the . p T~qnt, e1ecept for -. little tr•vollf.ng I 
have l,,eeti doing. I was on the We.at Cqaat; about ten day in connection with a 
Campue Safety Association program and ••e wotk for the Vle:tnam Project, f.n the 
event Chamb ~l!n ts replaced. ltegardt g Chamberlint we Ar~ thoroughly puzzled 
about hit rapla~ement here. We we:re tnfcn:a~d .arU.e:i: tha.t he wa.a to be replaced 
and l was even aiv n the date of July 1 4' a dep.!Jlrture &lte for Saigon for hie 
repla.cemut. Then. on the Weat Coast trl.P t ·w• asked to cancel my plane to 
viait ot.he~ cities and return home• a HS'q•Saigon was n<>t ~•placing Chamberlin. 
There is only one thing I want to eay t tbia Juncture; J do not want flower4 Ol" 
anyone e.lle to c lain to me ebout a lack of camauntc•ti.on between £aat t.ansin · 
and Saigo , laying the blaae ou bat tan tng. l have tr1..ed in the last three or 
four lettel!'s to U<>ward to get bm to a:uwer ·a of my que•tt ns; he bas yet to 
c1o so, 

lt ts alwaya good to hear fro. you. ' tceep wrf.U.ng. ·. I aha11 let 8.alph read 
your ll!ftter an no one elae. I hope you .·lwnd JO\Jr family all well And in good 
health.;. up n your l'eturn to franc • Ktncleet r gardtt •4 gS:ve my be•t toeverybody 
on the ataff. 

c rd:lally, 

A. · P . Bl'&ndste.t,er 
Dil'eetor 
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MICHIGAN ST ATE UNIVERSITY 
VIETNAM ADVISORY GROUP 

MAILING ADDRESS, MSU , USOM GENERA L OFFICE, 

AMER I CAN EMBASSY l } 7, 0 U 0 N G P A S T E U R 

SAIGON - VIETNAM May 5, 1958 

CABLE ADDRESS: MICHGOVBUR 

Mr. Arthur F. Brandstatter 
School of Police Administration 
and Public Safety 
Michigan State University 
East Lansing , Michigan 

Dear Art: 

TELEPH . NUMBER ' 22.022 · 21. 528 

SAIGON ' } 8 } - } 8 4 

Your letter of April 24 arrived this morning. As is always the case, I 
found it very interesting and appreciated the information it contained 
very much. 

First of all, let me congratulate you and Mary , proud parents , for the 
excellent manner in which young Art and John handled themselves in this 
past winter's East Lansing High School basketball schedule. Art's 
accomplishments did not come to me as a surprise; nothing less would 
have been expected. However, I was particularly pleased to learn of 
John's progress. It would have been indeed a great pleasure for me to 
witness these two boys in action during the tournament. Would you be 
so kind as to express my sincere congratulations to them both. 

It is easy to imagine the consternation which has reigned on the campus 
as a result of t he legislature's handling of the University's appropri
ation request. No doubt a reaction will be felt here, inasmuch as some 
of our people were looking forward to salary increases this year. It 
certainly is too bad that the current recession in the United States 
had to occur. However, one must learn to accept the good with the bad 
in life. 

We had learned of Bucky 0 1 Connor's death in a short wave broadcast 
recently. This must certainly have been a blow to the University of 
Iowa's athletic people. I believe it is safe to say that it was also 
a blow to Big Ten basketball in general . I thank you for the newspaper 
clipping for it gave us additional details regarding this unfortunate 
event. 

As a result of meetings held today between Ralph Smuckler , Howard , my
self , and the Minister of Interior , the Director of t he Civil Guard and 
the Director of the VBI , considerable groundwork was laid for better 
cooperation and enhanced future progress. The meetings with Colonel 
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Ie-Khuong of the Civil Guard and General Nguyen Van la of t he VBI were 
also attended by Ed Updike and John Manopoli. 

As you know , during the past two years (since the departure of Bui-Van
Thinh as Minister of Interior) our close association with GVN was reduced 
very considerably. This may have been in fact the result of Wes 1 desire 
to be the sole MSU representative dealing directly with GVN. In addition , 
Nguyen-Huu-Chau, who was Mi nister of Interior during these past two years , 
was greatly overburdened by a myriad of responsibilities which made it 
virtually impossible to meet with him regularly . Therefore , we were not 
able to apprise the Ministry of Interior with our problems and our pro
gram on a frequent and regular basis. As a result of the fairly lengthy 
discussion we had this morning with the new Minister of Interior , Mr. 
lam-le-Trinh , we may see a reversal of the trend of the past two years. 
Our discussion with him was frank and open. We briefly discussed some 
of the misunderstandings which have arisen during the past few months 
as a result of lack of adequate communication and poor interpretation 
of intent. It was indeed encouraging to hear Mr. Trinh expound his 
opinions and personal theories relative to reorganization and admini
stration of the police services of this country. Frankly , it sounded 
as though he were reading a composite memorandum of the important points 
or suggestions which we had made at various times to GVN since the in
ception of this program. The extent to which this man will be success
ful in the implementation of the plans which he outlined to us this 
morning will depend upon the degree of support he actually receives 
from the President and his advisors . In my opinion , Ralph did an out
standing job in outlining MSU 1 s position in Vietnam . The Minister point
ed out that the matter of internal security is one of the most delicate 
confronting him at this time. He gave us several interesting recommenda
tions and suggestions relative to the manner in which we can assist him 
in achieving the goals which he has set for himself and his organization. 
It will be interesting to watch how much success Mr. Trinh will actually 
have in pushing forward his program. 

Our meetings with the other two aforementioned gentlemen also went off 
very well. I firmly believe that both were pleased in Ralph 1 s interest 
in them personally as well as in their respective organizations and their 
problems. It has been quite obvious to us that the Vietnamese government 
is undergoing a change which, I suppose, is a natural result of the 
evolution through which it has gone during the past 2-1/2 years. It is 
certainly a refreshing experience for us to find the Chief Advisor of 
MSUG taking a personal interest in even the minor problems which are con
fronting the Police Division and its Vietnamese counterparts . It is my 
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firm opinion that the degree and amount of confusion, lack of under
standing, and occasional lack of cooperation on the part of the Chief 
Advisor will no longer be the case as it was during the past. 

We are still awaiting final decisions from East Iansing and Washington 
relative to MSUG's role in the proposed expanded Civil Guard program. 
Once these decisions have been made, it will then become a matter of 
selling the program to President Diem. At the present time, we are 
gaining the impression that there has perhaps been a change in the 
thinking on the part of the Presidency relative to the Civil Guard in 
that there may be a possibility it shall become a civilian police organi
zation. In our discussion today with Colonel Le-Khuong he reiterated 
this point on several occasions and thanked us very sincerely for the 
position which MSU has taken in backing his proposals to the Presidency. 

With regard to Chamberlin, it is anticipated that John Manopoli and I 
will assume the responsibilities of acting as advisors to the VBI 
following Chamberlin's departure. I made this known this afternoon 
to General Ia who seemed quite pleased at the prospect since we would 
no longer have need for an interpreter in our meetings and discussions. 

At the present time, each of our section heads is beginning a self
inspection. This has been needed for a long time. Frankly, no one 
on our staff actually is aware of all the existing problems confronting 
the various section heads in their day-to-day activities. Furthermore, 
I suspect that no one actually knows how much progress or lack of it 
has occurred during the past six months or year. In view of the recent 
changes in administrators in the Ministry of Interior and within the 
VBI, not to mention in our office of Chief Advisor, it would seem to 
me that now is an excellent time to begin a detailed appraisal of our 
program in terms of identifying existing problems and attempting to 
develop adequate solutions thereto. Once each of the section heads 
has outlined progress against the goals we set for ourselves a year 
ago, plus a list of problems and their possible solutions, a meeting 
will be held between Howard, myself, and each of them. Subsequently, 
we intend to hold a staff meeting which will be attended by the section 
heads, Howard and myself, for the purpose of arriving at a common pro
gram in light of existing and anticipated problems. We will then 
present these to Ralph and ask him for guidance. It is also our inten
tion to keep USOM abreast of developments. It seems to me that through 
this procedure we may perhaps be able to come out of the woods to the 
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extent that all of us will be pulling our own respective weights on 
the oars and that the ship will be going in the right direction. 
lack of communication within our own staff has been a cons.tant problem 
and it is only through frequent and regular discussions that it can be 
overcome. 

Meanwhile, the weather becomes hotter every day with a relatively cool 
84 degrees Fahrenheit at 7 o'clock in the morning and a somewhat warmer 
temperature of approximately 95 in the shade in the afternoon. I have 
no idea what the temperature is in the direct sunlight. Most of our 
staff have been troubled with varying degrees of various types of ail
ments during the past several months. According to old Indochina hands, 
this type of thing can be expected at this time of year just before a 
change in the weather. The Vietnamese themselves also suffer consider
ably when going from one season to the other. 

The situation in France is under control. My person day-to-day life 
will change radically once Janine and the children are here. The 
fellows rib me about this constantly. For example, they often say, 
"Get a good look at Ryan now because when his wife is here, you will 
only see him during working hours . 11 My mother and dad recently returned 
to Minneapolis from a trip to California during which they were able to 
visit my aunts and uncles in Los Angeles and Randy in Santa Ana . Randy 
stands slightly over 5 1 811 now and weighs a little over 135 pounds-
which is not too bad for a lad just over 13 years of age. He played 
guard on a split-T junior league football team last year and was the 
center on a junior league basketball team this past winter. I under
stand that he is now actively engaged in various track and field events. 
It is with some deep regret indeed that I think of him} knowing that 
my chances of taking an active part in his life during these coming 
years and in these various sports activities is virtually nil. That 
situation, I suppose, is one of t he bumps which one must learn to take 
in stride. It isn't easy, however. 

During the next week or two, I shall attempt to familiarize myself as 
much as possible with the various de tails involving the Crime laboratory 
and the Identification Bureau of the VBI. Then I shall write as much 
as I can r elative to these two organizations to Ra lph. 

In closing, I again wish to thank you for your interest and for your 
most recent letter. Please advise Betty that I have often felt regret 
in not having had the opportunity while on campus to have visited with 
her more fully, and that I intend to write to her in the very near future. 
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Please extend my best regards to all on the staff. 

Best wishes to you, Mary, and the boys. 

JER/her 

May 5, 1958 
Page 5 

- rlJ Ay t' -



Mr • .Jack I .. Ryan, Deputy Chief 
Police A tnistration Dtvtaion 
USOM-MSUG 

34 
vy l.SO. i no 

San Prancf.aco, California 

Dear Jack: 

~ u .e ~~. l9S8 

l apologize for the long delay in ri s ding to your letter of May 1 end 
May S. Needles ~ to c ... y, _ p~ic.~ t complet lnfomati you gave re ... 

ardlng t status of the Civil Guard pi-ogr • Howard ala wrote ae in a lett e 
dated 3 • b:-icf outline of hi ition and th status of the Civil Guard. 
However, X did n t do anything &bout th Civil Guard because of the strong feel• 
f.ng that exiated campus :1 plu the f4Qt that tf . had n b rd fr Ralph Smuckl r 
regardiq hi r c · @tione. N • 1ca to say. his 1 ttet' £ Juno S address d 
to the M. s. u. Coor in4':or etat d quite, ~l rly his poniti • · I aasumeltbat 
be had dtacwsaed his fa:elinsa end decicio With both \f i;d a.net y • However, 
this • not lndi .. ted in tf-.e · 1ctte::·" 4nd,, there&orc, I kc S in to determi 
whetb r or t tl'.:.is h ... d b ·1 · tocl a atand rcgar in the Civil Guard 
question. As you knc\i, italpb ~cl~ler,. in lctt r da - , June 13, indicated 
that tbea matters had been .::leu d vi.th both you and Boyt. I as this took 
place subsequently to your letters .. _:f.ti..en early i Hay. 

Veq lltt!l i he.ppeuing in 8 t Lan ing~ except that u ju.at completin-
our aunmer school enrollment and r gtstration. lt ~s. t t present writ• 
1ng, that all f th couraea, except two, will bu offeted. C equently, five 
or af.X ot our staff will be teaching in h • · r -a sat • 'l'bt'ee of the staff•• 
Shielda, llaun• d Schultz-•are i t Upper Pen1naula, off rt the four•week 
aeic end the OD8«Pweek Command counu to u. P. law enf~c reonnel. 

The weathe has been atrocS.oue. a have b. of tbe poor t springs in 
my mmory. lt bu been cool and baa been raining all day. /t.IJ • result of this 
weather, we ba not been able to utilize our pool ae much aa v ld like. 

With ~eapect to the Brandatatt r f.Uly, Art ts a high school gl'&duat 
and bu elected to *tend M. S. u. leedl••• to aay, tllie d ciai caueed a lot 
of eop1e on ca11pue'j" as well u in the a jacent comauntttee, to be ¥ ry happy. 
We rec iv a v l'1 nice letter fr tre name, acceptin hi decteton, but leav• 
ing th clool." pen to enroll ther tf c ged hie mind. 

A fw • lea go, I heard fr b 1 baum that both Clower• and GolU.ngs had 
b en returned to th St•tea at the c N"enience of th h'oj ct. l waa not aware 
Clowers w.. returning so soon and I am wondering if h bec-.e a probl 

M I 



Juae 2S, 1958 

I • glad to bur that everything la well with th• a,an family and that 
tbey wtll joln }'O'U in the aot too diatant future. I ultdentecl fram our bache• 
lor gl'oup in S-1.gon that they are not wlcc.'lllling thta cliaup in you'I' statue. X 
cu tJaasl.a• thtay are cqing blg crocodile te.ra over this f*=t• 

K1ncldt pe•cmal regude. l..,...r aae to everyone .• 

Cordially,. 

A. r. Brao4'tatt•r 
Director 
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