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March 31, 1966 . 

GO CONG (29) 

Previous r eports of considerable unrest within province has eased some
what during the reporting period . RecoDr£ndations subLlitted by the USAID 
Rep to the Province Chief were discussed and ad:Jpted . This had t:::i do with 
increased control of districts by Province . Morale of local officials has 
improved and there were fewer cow.plaints of citizens against district offi
cials. Support of Central GVN by the local populace is still good; nost 
complaints are directed at local leve l. 

Overall there has been slight i npr ovement in the security situation 
through a shift of local f:::irces within province . There ha s been no appre
ciable change in inter-province road conditions or in road clearing operations 
conducted by the nilitary. 12th Reginental Headquarters has been teoporarily 
withdrawn from province and one battalion fron the 10th Regi1:ient has bee n 
placed under province control . 

VC activities increased sharply this peri:Jd with r.mny pr obing attacks 
at village/n~nlet conplexes . Renoval last nonth of two tubes of 105vr.1 
artillery has left one district, Hoo. Tan, wide ::ipen to free movement by 
the local VC conpany in that cirea . This action was taken by Division in 
Dinh Tuong. One re sult 1:·.: c c VC :;itt~ .. ck Tr.,_ng Hoc. , f orne;rly ::-nc :i f o'l.:r ::.ore se 
cure villae;es . PF put 'up a magnificent defense, but suffered ~ KIA, 15 WIA 
and one PF baby killed. VC casualties were 7 KIA by body count. It is felt 
that if we had had the artillery the VC would have been stopped before they 
were close enough to do the damage they did . 

For the se cond strai ght month prices in general reaained stable, but 
high . Goods of all types are be in[; Lrought int:::i province with no apparent 
difficulty. The Province Chief has al s'.) instituted sonc price control :oea
sures on a l::ic2l level, which should ease t he burden of local citizens. 

The social/psychological situation has i mproved considerably. There 
seems to have been a neeting of the ninds concerning the; Pr::ivince Chief and 
evidently many reports of an unfavvrnble nature were dispr::ived . The addi .. 
tional controls on district offici als i mposed by the Province Chief will 
help the overall situation within province . 

Much has been accomplished in S'.)me areas of the 1966 Revolutionary De
velopment Program. Province is still fortunate in being able t o obtain 
cor.imodi ty support fro;n USAID/Saigon in suffi cient quantity to actively sup
port the local program. Shortages at S~igon level do hamper the momentum 
built-up, especially where cement is concerned. Extensive road repair and 
construction is underway for the first time in over a year. School construc
tion is progres s ing except for problems with local contractors and increased 
prices for construction. The USAI D impre st fund should prove to be inva
luable in giving direct support to pr::ijects necessary, but not specifically 
carried in the 1966 budget . Han.let constructi::in and consolidati::in is slightly 
ahead of schedule and is only limited because of laok of adequate security 
in some areas. Overall, 1966 should be a year of progress in G::i Cong. 



Mo.rch 31, 1966 

KIEN TUONG (31) 

Poli tics in Kien Tuong r enains en uni m.p::>rtant fector . The Provincicll 
Counci l cont:..nues to be in "limbo !! as r eported previ::>usly . It i s ll'.)ped that 
v1i th a nev1 Deputy f::ir Adr:1i nistration there nEiy be soi·.1,:: i mpr::iveEKnt . 

As a re sult of a 7tb Division operr•ti on, about 800 r efugees arr ived i n 
Moc Hoc::, a l most oll '"10i~1c:n f.md children . They or e: presc:ntly r ece i ving e;.:1er 
gency ass i s t ance . These people; r: r e fr o::i. VC strongholds, c.nd ~,1ostly the 
f m-:iilies of ha rd- c::>r e VC. J1t present r.ns t desire; t o r etur n to their h::>r:1es . 
MDny , as a r esult of an operation in the s.JJ.;1e or eD i n 1964, had been refugees 
bef ore and ho d r eceived assistance i n r elocnting i n GVN ar ees . While n r crvince 
is prepared to l end o.ss isto.nce end Soigon is suppor ting us i n our c; f forts 
t o help these people, we once c::goin see;:-_1 to be :tii ss ing t he cor e .of the pro
blem. Ll!nd i s of i nportc::nce t ::i these pe::iple; if t hi s ore o is controlled agc:: in 
by the GVN , the land will be r eturned t::i its 1Jbsentee owner s; if the pe::>ple 
s tay under GVN c::>ntr::il, they will not r ece i ve their ::iwn land . To s t ate thnt 
the p eople ' s grievances and pr esent political beli c; f s a r e based only on lnnd 
t enure would be a gross over sinplificDtion, but it is definitely on :U-:1portant 
f ac t or. Meaningful l and reforr.1 i s bos:ic , essentiE:l end vital. Vie now p r opose 
nassive help in pr::>ducing better cr ops, livestock, supplying f e rtilizers, 
insecticides, e tc. The peasD.nt wants to know who these things a r e f or and 
how he i;.;ill bene:fit by i nproving soneone else 1 s land . The basic issue i s 
s till be i ng avoided , Ue ccm bring trenendous r esources in men and eq_uipnent 
to help r efugees, but the sane we i ght to f orce the b2sic r eforrns which are 
the r ea l key t::i success is not being used . 

A:fter the setbo.cks in the securj_ty s i tuction dur ing J 1:inuary 2nd Februar y, 
province seeHS to hove ::ince mor e tElken tlle initioti ve . The highlight of the 
nonth wns o lorge operotion by the 7th Divi sion along the Canbodian bor der 
northeDst o:f Moc Hoo . It is f elt thot this operati on hes thwc:rted any direct 
threat to the security of the province cc.pit o l end surr oundi ng a r eDS . The 
oper ation wDs tern ed 1;10st successful, and he.s hrd e 2·1ost fovoro.ble psycl1'Jlo
g ical inpnct . 

Province continue s to r.w ke p r ogre c s along the vit.sl La Grange c&ncl. 
When all is so id and done this i:my >Jell pr ove to be of for n ore i nportance 
than the El.ore specto.cular lc1rge scale .::iper otions . However, Province is s till 
h auper ed by t he virtual hc:ilt of ell co1:r.:1e r c i 8l troffi c on Route: 29 . The 7th 
Di vi sion nust r.mke seri ou s e:ff'.)rts in t his ar ea so thot its hard- won success 
in Kien Tuong i s not :for neught . 



March 31, 1966 

ICTEN PHONG (32) 

The usual political caln in the province was broken in March by religious 
and political undertones enitting fron Agroville #l+, where a rural construc
tion cadre team is e:;1ployed, '11he religious leader '.)f the predomino.i.1tly Cn
tholic population in the agroville reportedly instructed the pe.'Jple not to 
cooperate with the tea-r:l. It appears that th0re is a land ownership dispute 
in the area that could be renewed by the taking of a census. 

There has been a noticeable increase in VC activity during the month, 
with 30 incidents versus 17 for the previous month. Significantly, these 
incidents have increased in intensity and f orces and firepower e1iployed. It 
appears that with the end of the rice harvest the VC are now able to exercise 
11ore pressure. The :most significant VC attack occurred on March 17 at 0200 
hours when they overran the province airfic:ld and Chieu ff.Ji center. Friendly 
losses were 14 KIA, including five returnees and one Chieu Hoi cadre, 19 WIA, 
including four returnees, 23 weapons, one L-19 and one stea171 roller. There 
were no VC casualties reported. 

The econonic situation renains stable; however, the price of rice, i.e., 
the official Saigon price versus the illegal price, continues to be an un
solved problem. According to the Econonic Chief, there is a shortage of rice 
in Saigon because the illegal price is 10 to 17 piasters more per (40 kilos) 
than the official price. 

C:mpared to March '.)f last year, legal rice exports fron the province 
decreased 3C/fo. This is an indication that nore rice is being sold now at 
the illegal rate. One solution recotllnended was to enc~mrage :private parties 
to set up storage facilities and export directly to Saigon. It appears that 
until adequate police and checkp'.)ints are established in the province the 
farner will continue to sell his rice to neighboring provinces f0r the il
legal price. 

Overall, the Revolutionary Development PrograYJ. is currently running 
behind schedule. This is prinarily due to the slow progress '.)f the Revolu
tionary Development cadre and the inability of province to recruit Popular 
Forces. With the approach of the end of the first quarter, there have been 
no hamlets reported pacified ; however, a nunber of hamlets have acconplished 
four of the six criteria. The goal for the first quarter is five ha~tlets 
pacified and six har;llets reconsolidated. The tw::; criteria holding up progress 
are hfuulet fortifications and security forces. The latter appears to be the 
main stunbling block to satisfying the national criteria for a pacified ham
let. According to the Province Chief, he is encountering difficulty recruit
ing Popular Forces and in uany hanlets the people object to the role of ~1ome 
Guard. 
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USAID econonic support of the progran i s progressing satisfactorily 
with adequate commodities on b~nd to satisfy the May 31 goals set by the 
Revolutionary Developnent Comr:rl.ssioner. Presently 44 self-help prc~ects and 
30 classroons under the education program have been approved by the Pr::ivince 
Comi:iittee. Cor-Jaodities have been issued to conplete 31 self-help projects 
and 16 classroons. It is also planned that 3Cfl/o of the remaining programs 
will be completed by May 31. Sustained progress beyond May will depend on 
the availability of cof:lDodities nnd adequate security to permit present "oil 
spots" to expand . 

The water purification program is progressing satisfactorily. The unit 
in Thanh Binh is finished and work is now underway in four other sites. The 
air shipment of water pipe to An Long has continued after a lag of about two 
weeks. The An Long strip is centrally located and if these shipments conti
nue at the present rate, the four renaining water purification projects 
should be finished by the end of May. 

The rural electrification progran is still bogged down. A search has 
been made and the contractor is not to be found. Certain actions have been 
recommended, one of which is to conplete this project under self-help, 
assisted technically and cot'l:r.lodity-wise by USAID. One such project in Thanh 
Binh district was cor.1pleted last year under self-help and was very successful. 
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DINH TUONG (33) 

Except for a change in district chiefs in Cai Lay--Ce.ptain Phan Van 
Cao replaced Major Bui van Hai--there were no significant political changes 
during the reporting period. Rumors of changes of government in Saigon had 
little or no effect on the local GVN officials or the peoJile. 

There has been no significant change in the overall security situation 
in the province. The destruction of a major bridge on National Route 4 at 
Long Dinh on March 14 brings to four the number of bridges destroyed along 
this route since July 1965. 

Two significant trends in the security situation were noted: 51°/o of 
all reported VC initiated incidents occurred on or near Nati::mal Route 4 and 
thirty-three of the total of ninety four reported incidents during the month 
occurred in Cai Lay District. 

Rice production f or the 1965-66 harvest indicates a drop of 39,558 me 
tric tons over the previous harvest with a corresponding drop of 39,265 me
tric tons of exported rice. This drop can be attributed to late rains , gre
ater infestation than expected; withholding of rice by farners complying 
with VC orders; less h:sctt~rage ava ilable for planting of rice (a nur:1ber of 
farmers are turning over their land f or the production of produce and vege
tables). 

In the districts of Giao Due, Cai Lay and Cai Be, reports have been 
received that th:s VC are permitting farmers to release only 10 t o 30 per 
cent of their rice production to GVN control. Rice millers have r eported 
that they are averaging three days work per week when ordinarily they would 
be working seven days per week, and at times would be required to work 1t 
night. Also farmers are not t o r elease in excess of five pigs, chickens 
or other livestock to GVN control during a specified period of time. 

It has been reported that the VC are requiring payment in cash rather 
than commodities and t hat in addition to tax on crops, a personnel tax is 
being levied on each member of all fa-rnilies in VC contr'Jlled areas. Tax 
reported levied is from 10 to 40 per cent of the market price on all paddy 
and livestock released to GVN. 

It was interesting to note in reports that a rn..Lri.ber of farmers were 
not only paying VC truces but were also endeavoring t o either personnlly ob
tain permission. passes, which are very hai·d to "btain, to depart areas, or 
were paying agents t o" contact local GVN tax offices to keep their taxes cur
rently paid on their land in order to avoid confiscation by the GVN "if and 
when" the VC 2.re defeated. 
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Ther e has been S')r:ie i r;rpr overaent during the last week of the reporting 
period in availability of ce11ent f or cor;1nercial use, which reflects in the 
resumption of construction of hones , offices and public buildings . A slight 
drop in the price of certa in construction r.cntGrials, i. e ., cenent, wood and 
roofing, has also been noted . 

The Deputy Chief for Administrat i on is naking a deter nined eff ort to 
i mprove the ad.Bini strative procedures i n the pr ovi nce office. Within the 
past month there has been noticeable i mpr ovement in expediting matters r e
lated t o the Revolutionary Development pr ogram; however, in other ar eas of 
administration the bureaucratic system is difficult to break down. It ap
pears that all echelons of the office must perform a function, if nothing 
more than stanp the paper. Much renai ns t o be done at district level in 
i mproving procedures. Qualified personnel ar e not available to ass i st the 
district chiefs in solving their administrative pr obl ems . It has been r e
ported that there is some di scont ent in sever al hamlets with the ass i gnment 
of hamlet chiefs who ar e not native to the hamlet but a r e friends or loyal 
f ollowers of the di strict chief. The se "ir:rpartia l 11 ha1:il e t chiefs ar e not 
fa~iliar with the local problens and do not show too much concern f or the 
desires of the peopl e , but rather urge the peopl e to carry out the desires 
of the district chief . 

Interviews wit h Quy Chanh and r eports of arned pr opaganda cadres made 
up of former Quy Chanh indicate that "inported" hanl et chiefs are one of 
the weaknesses of the GVN effort t o destroy the VC infra- structure . Hanl et/ 
village chiefs are not enf orci ng a cl ose census of the people, nor are they 
utilizing the "inter fa,-:iily" or gani zation cf control. Strange r s ar e not 
readily indentified, thereby making it easi er f or VC t o vi sit hamlets and 
gather infornation . 

USAID progr ans ar e pr ogr essing satisfactorily, but not at the rate 
considered possible by USAID/Dinh Tuong . 

Major Charley A. Carver, a graduate of Texas A & M with a degr ee in 
Agriculture, r eported 1 :Jr duty with USAI D/Dinh Tuong . With the concurrence 
of the MACV Sector Advi sor, Major Carver will wear ci vilian cl othes and be 
on full-time duty with the USAI D Provincial Office . Car ver has been assign
ed duties as coordinator of Agriculture, Irrigation , Aninal Husbandry and 
Fishery Affairs. 

The Harale t School prograr.i i s cons i der ed to be going very ·well with 
all of the school s prograruned (47 ) to be conpleted by early April. Twenty
six schools are under construction; these ar e pr ogr ar:ined f or 1966. 
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KIEN HOA ( 34 ) 

The nost significant event t his month was the reopening :)f t he True 
Giang - M'.J Cay road, Thi s road, which c'.Jnnects the provincial capital with 
the Mo Cay district capital, has been closed for alr1::ist one year. The 
achievement of thi s feat (a najor engineering and security effort) i s attri
butable mainly t o the personal perseverance of the Province Chief, who has 
had t o overcone half-hearted support fron both subordinates a nd superiors. 
The psychoJ_oz;ica l inpact upon the populntion to the restoring of normal cor.1-
merce between these t wo i nportant points i s most f"l.voroble. Inability t o 
keep the r oad open, however, c::mld pr oduce on opposit e effect . 

The continued flow of USAI D commo('::i.t i es int'.J the pr:wince, coupled with 
the enthusiasn of Vietna.i":1ese officials t'.) neet Gener1:1l Thang 1 s est ablished 
quota, imparted great inpetus t o the Rev::ilutiomiry Development Progran. 
115 separate proj ects ar e schedul ed for completion by May 25. At this time, 
61 hcve been started ond one conpleted. Barring such unfore seen events as 
a major step-up i n VC nc tivity or <m ext ended interruptbn t o the flow of 
USA ID comnodi ties, there i s eve:cy reason t'.J believe p r '.)grmrlliled projects will 
be completed on tine. 

While t he above indicates s certai n a:~iount of progr ess, their real con
tribution (if any ) t o winning the so-rnlled Sec:md War is uncertnin, for 
the "gut" is sue in this w:::!r i s not the lack of nat eria l things, although they 
a re greatly needed, but rather the lock of social ,justice i n it broadest 
sense. Without t he l atter the forBer c ·)u l d very well be count er prDductive. 
Dedicated, competent, and honest leaders are fnr :Glor e i nportnnt t han the 
mere erection of physical structur es or the di spens ing of cooJring oil and 
bulgar whent. Ye t little p:rogress in this area c'.)ntinues t a be noted. The 
Vung Tau cadre training progran i s o ste:i_) i n the right direct i on . But a ll 
this excellent trc.ining goes for naught when cadre nre enployed under dis
honest , incol'.l.pe t ent, and arr ogant district chi efs . Somewhere and sohlehow 
we must get l endershi p a t tbis l eve l. The right pe:Jple are availnb.le; f or 
example, a canton chief in one of the r;:iost renl:Jte a r eas of the prO",;ince does 
not pos se ss a secondary sch::::·ol educati on or hold o r..1ili t a ry comraission, but 
is a natural l eader nnd a wrn ·of the people. The people, Wh'.) comprise a 
mixture of several r eli gi ons love and respect him . He has no American Ad
visors, no highly tra ine d cadr e, nor d0es be speak English or French. He 
doe s, however, have a truly pacified areo with the happiest people in the 
province. 

One cannot help but wonder how nnny Tionths shorter thi s war could be 
a nd how many lives could be saved on both s i des if we could get 232 district 
chiefs of thi s man rs cal :Ltf:r. Surely it i s not a n unattainable objective. 

Food prices declined somewhat during the nonth. On the othe r hand, 
prices of construction 1:"l.aterials r ose . First class lumbe r jumped from 
ll,OOOVN$ per cubic r:ie ter to 14 ;OOOVN$ per cubic meter. Gravel rose from 
l,300VN$ t o l,800VN$ :per cubic meter. 

The security situation in the province remains unchanged. 
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VINH BINH (35 ) 

On the surface there Dppears to be no trouble . Underneath there may 
well be additionol Cari1oodian di ssati sf oction and there are unconfirned reports 
that Buddhist leaders are preparing f:Jr some sort of oction as nn extension 
of events in Sa i gon. 

At this tiue t he Provincial Citizens Council c0ntinues largely i neffec
tive. It i s D sounding board for elenents and individuals of t he population 
and the Province Chief gi ves it due consideration t o the ext ent poss i ble . 
Further, it is an e;:ibryo f or further developr.1ent of de!-:iocratic governnent 
when it becones possible. 

There are contending factions withi n t he provincial adninistrotion 
which slow g:Jvernment :Jperations; t here is no pre sent solution for thi s without 
the transfer of certain officials . 

At pre sent t here i s no s i gnificant discerni ble political trend . On ba 
lance , the g'.)vernrn.ent appea rs t o be doing fairly well in naintaining support 
of people under its control. The psywar battle be t ween GVN and VC continues 
unaba ted. The GVN appe8rs t o be holdi ng its own . 

T'b.cTc h .o ~)O<.:i:l i:.J siL;r..ific::...nt cl1&ngc i n the security s i tuati on . Road 
r.1inings and VC i nc i dents again r ose slightly for second consecutive nont h 
(145 incident s coapared with 131 for last period); it is still preraeture t o 
state VC activity i s clefi ni tely ::m i ncrease . Milit arily, t he GVN ;,mintnined 
the initiative to sane extent . Politically, it i s still a t oss -up as t o which 
s ide is maki ng nost :points with the peopl e . 

There w8s sli ght i ;_::;_Jr:: ·1-:;Ltcnt i n t~"C: 0c: ::.:.;;·_ic o-i tu~ t i.::-:. :-·:-.:; _-_::__ :..nr~ ;;cr vices are 
sonewhnt :.1or c: plentiful nnd prices have fnllen t o s01;1e ext ent. Industria l 
developnent end new construction conti nues at e. very noderote rate . 

At present there is no di scer ni ble change i n psychol.:::igi cal Eitti tudes 
towards GVN ::ff other issues . GVN construction continues t o ;·,iake sor,1e pro
gres s (shoals, c8.nols, )and t hi s is bound to i nprove t he soci o.l situation t o 
sone extent.Social welfar e ectivity needs nor e Dr_muniticm and capability to 
help the needy; this will wi n friends end i nfluence peopl e i n f8Vor GVN. Much 
more enph8.sis and r esour ces should be Dpplied to the youth and sports 8.reo. 
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VINH LONG (36) 

Politically, Vinh Long province is quiet . The Province Chi ef, Lt. Co
l::mel Huynh Ng:Jc Diep , i s rm :Jl d hand at estoblishing on exce llent r e l ntion
ship with all political parties existing i n the pr ovince . Col onel Diep hos 
pers :Jno.lly been present on nume r ous mili t ory operations i n t l1e :·1onth of Mnrch, 
end his presence has b olstered rni li t <uy and ci vi l i on nor ol e c:::ms i der nbly. 

Col one 1 Diep, i n his dc.y-to- doy c::mt act s wit h the people of Vinh Long , 
has made it e stanG.c:.;rcl pr actice t '.) discuss all pr oblens wit h individuals 
personally. He does not turn this duty t o hi s subor dinat es . Politically 
this is o good practice os hi s policy brings hi n f~ce -to fll.ce with.locol pr-:;
blens that concern the people . 

The progress on all fronts i n the pr ovince con be attributed t o the Pr:J
vince Chief. His actions bespeak o non who is truly interest ed in t he wel
fare of the people one. the future of Vietnon , not self-a ggr ::mdir.e:J.ent . 

The VC destructi on ')f the 
ond 

Long Dinh bridge in Dinh Tuong Province ~ffe cted 
eX'~orts to Sa i gon . Civilian truck t4nffic Vinh Long shipnent of rice 

wa s dc loyed one or t wo days 
floating bridge now i n use . 

os military traffic hod first pri orit y over the 

It is still poss i bl e to travel by r oo.d to c; i ght of the nine; districts, 
although the VC c·ontinue r ood inter diction , t crrorisn and horo..ssment . The 
nunber of VC inci dents for the nonth of Morch d0cr eosed o.pprec i ably. 

Much convc;rsotion i s generated by VC propaganda to the c;ff cct thot o 
high price is placed on the heads of t he Pr ovince; Chi c; f and Lt. Col onel Roberts , 
Seni or MACV Advisor; however, b::it h or e owor c; of the rw;ior s and still trovel 
together t o all cer cnoni cs and n i li t ory opera tions throughout the province . 

Indemnity awo r ds nnounting t o l,170,000$VN we r e; po i d duri ng the; nonth. 
The victins of GVI!T '.)pcroti ::ms understand tho.t they wi ll r e cci vc co.sh awo r ds 
for dm;mges t o their pc:rsona l pr -JpGrty. Thi s count ers VC :propngnnda . A 
sto.nding provincial co:.mi ttc;c :~1eet s fr0quently t o det ermi ne the vo.li di ty of 
all cloins Eind poss their r ec0r:JDe ndcti '.)ns on to the P-rovince Chief for his 
final decis ic:m. 

The psychol ogical wnrfo.re t em.1 continues t o wor k in di strict and haml ets 
bringing current news by l oud speaker s and di stributing newspcpcrs o.nc1 r:ingo 
zines . 

A pr ovi nce civil action t eor.1 i s successful in running o snooth operation 
in Vinh Long , t eking care of militEi ry c.ction victins, r efugees , RF/PF for,1i
lies , and wid8ws nnd or phans 
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Ma ny ineq_ui tics existed f:ir yenrs in Vinh L::mg whereby CDth'Jlic priests 
·'Jf ntln'Jri ty religi'Jus gr~mps dennnded nnd r e cd ved 9Cfl/o 'Jf f'J'Jdstuffs f'Jr 
their pers.'Jnal distributi'Jn to Cc:ith'Jlic chari kble recipients . It nus t be 
recognized that the Catholic gr::mps ore aggressive ~md have the best :irgsnized 
leaders in Vinh Long; theref'Jre, they fc:red better than po'Jrly 'Jr gnnized re
ligi'Jus gr'Jups . In the majority of cases, religi'Jus lenders n'J longe r dis
tribute directly to the pe'Jple, ond i~eq_uities that existed ere grsdually 
being elir.lina t ed . 

Prices appear t'J be levelling off , and s:Jne h2ve dropped : beefsteak 
20$VN, pork 30$VN, brown sugar 5VN, chi cken 5C*VN, stone 130f.VN, gruvel 5~VN, 
and roofing 15iVI~o 

A farner in Sockc District who ovms three hect2res 'Jf land bc::cm:1e one 
of the nost ent e rprising rice gr'Jwer i n Vinh Long . The nve r uge rice yi.:;ld 
per hect are in the Delta is tw'J tons, but the fnruer using cr'Jp contr'Jl me 
th::ids, pr'Jper fertilizer and go'Jd irrigation, harvested five t ons per hectare, 
the highest known yield in the Delta . 

The r.mj 'Jri ty 'Jf USAID supp'Jrted pr'Jgrm:-is g'Jt into full swing dur ing t he 
r eporting peri::id . Fifty-nine self help pr'Jjects were c:ipproved , und construc 
ti-:m h2s started on Emny. In c:iddit i 'Jn, 35 hm,ile t sch::iol classr'J'JDS 'Jut of 
45 pr::igrnmmed were started. These pr'Jjects sh'.)uld be c o!-:i_plc ted bef'Jre the 
Mc:iy 31 deadline , Sufficient ceraent appears t 'J be the ::inly obstacle , En'Jugh 
cement has been received t'.) start ;,nst pr'Jjects, but if the pipeline stnys 
dry f'Jr c:iny length of time constructi'Jn will be halted . A~diti'.)nnl pr'.)ject 
appr:ivals ore being held up, t 'J prevcmt n'Jrc ce;·,1ent c '.)1Lli t:'-;,ents (presently 
in excess 'Jf 5,000 bogs ). Severc:il hi gh inpnct, unprograruied projects are 
being held up until the present ccncnt sh'Jrtngc i s r e:·,1edi ed, nnc. 5cverol 
pr'Jposed f'Jr Seabee nss i stonce ore ~ending because '.)f the shorto3e . 

During the rep'Jrting pcri:id, b i ds vJCre celled three tines f'Jr purch2se 
'Jf rock f:ir tw'J :provincial r 'Jnds pr::igrcr.r,1cd f::;r resurfacing in 1966. N'J 'Jne 
cac.e t'J bid nt 2ny 'Jf the thre e bid calli ngs . The problen i s cri ti col ~rnC. 

the present supply will n:Jt be able t ::i satisfy the dcnnnd . Pr:ivinces where 
rock is ava iloble arc reluctc:int to release it. If it is released , transpor
t c:iti on is difficult t ::i cone by Dnd extreaely expensive . 
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AN GIANG (37) 

Friction between the new Province Chief and the Provincial Council de
veloped during this rep'.)rting period. The (J:vergence of views is over the 
degree of Council authority in province a&:Unstration to be exercised under 
the provisions of Title II, Article 9 of the Council che.rter decreed April 
9, 1965. Under a broad and literal interpretation by the forr.1er Province 
Chief the Council has had an increosingly '"-ctive and direct participation 
in province decisions--a condition generally attributed to the nutual bond 
of Hoo Ho.o sentinent. Though also of the Hoo. Hao faith, the new Province 
Chief is intransigent in his deternino.tion not to be bound by prededents 
nnd to effect that r eduction of Council voice in province affairs which he 
conceives to be an urgent prerequisite t o the proper exercise of his execu
tive authority. It appears that he has the backing of IV Corps Comr.10.nder 
General Quang o.nd Revolutionary Development Minister General Thang on this 
issue. 

The recent proposal looking to a nntio!lnnl consultative civilian body 
appeors to be favored by a consensus of the local civilian intelligensin. 
Paradoxically they voice no views on the locn.1 contest between the Province 
Chief o.nd Pr:rvincial C::mncil. 

There has been no significant change in the security situation. Abduc
tions have increased. Thi s action i s in the oreo of the Trm1 Forest and 
the r:wjor waterway, the Bn The canal. The purpose is to challenge GVN c::m
trol and is an annual cycle tined with the rice harvest. Thi s cycle, over 
a three year peri'.)d, sh::iws a steady decline and the present oction is le ss 
than it was this perio~ last year. A National Police agent assigned to the 
Sea.bee team at Nui So.p reports n seven-r:mn terrorist group in the vicinity 
with intent to harass the Seabees . In the so.r,1e district of Hun Due the 
initial ,Jixty laborers employed on the prbrity Hue Due canal hnve been 
scared off by VC, accordinc to a r eport fron a usually reliable source . 

No appreciable change in the econooic Gituntion occurrGd during the 
period. While some sources attribute the s low novement of rice to a sh::irt
age of barges , it oppea.rs that formers and merchants are s i mply h0lding 
some rice for a better price, Outside pri vo.te industry t.os shown recent 
interest in exploring :production and market poss i bilitles in nni !llal feed. 
But local business people ore di sapp::iinted t ::i learn of IDC' s wuning inte
rest in the private enterprise s di scussed at the meeting lost N'.)vember or
gani~ed with IDC representatives fr ow Saigon for the pur~ose of stinulating 
and assisting private industry. 
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US capacity in psychological warfare has increesed during this 
period, thanks to the personal interest and push of the new Province Chief . 
On the Vietnamese side, however, this element c:-mtinues to 'ee weak . In 
other words the Pr'."lvince Chief 1 s interest j_s funneled principelly through 
the Americcn structure . 

On the civi l side there is a watchful etm:>sphere on the pert of the 
people in general anci. Hoe Ha0 in particuh1r while th'1y nssess the Province 
Chief on the basis of riis pr onounc :-: ments 2nd actions as he m:::ives vig:::irously 
to execute thP. progrnms <:lpproved and funded . 

The province is r1Dving 1uickly in the execution of USAID programs in 
the fie lds of education, ~?utlic works and agriculture es budgetecl f'.Jr 
1966, including acsor:pt:.cn therein of some unfinishec. public works items 
which has been delayed pending additional funds re~uired ty an unf:::ireseen 
increase in costs subseq_uent to the original estim1:1tes . Procedures h8ve 
been strectmlined, with expenditures preceding or c.:::mcurrer .. :c with materiel 
on site . In this C'.)nnecticin hetween 44 and 49 million :riasters have been 
expended since Januexy l. Thus the Rev:Jluticrn:iry Development Program is 
on schedule as establis~ed r,y the Minister of Rurel Constructicm General 
Nguyen Due Thang on the occasion of his visit to L:Jng Xuyen with a working 
staff--and duly scheduled by the province administration f'.Jr the yee.r with 
special emphasis on accomplishments by June in hcrr.:;:,r:y with the; spirit of the 
CJnference of Hon'.Jlulu . 
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KIEN GIANG (38) 

In this province, as throughout South Vietnam, the removQl of Generol 
Thi as I Corps Connonder did not pcss without n:itice . The demonstrations 
that followed, along with the many rumors of a possible coup, were topics 
f or conversati on throughout the local area but ·did not appear to create any 
concern. This could reflect a firm belief in the strength ~f the central 
g::Nernment or an npothetic attitude toword the GVN. Generally, the overall 
attitude is difficult to judge . Because of the interest shown toward visiting 
dignitaries, and the response provincial officials receive when traveling 
through the various hru~lets, one is led to believe, in the final analysis , 
thot the leaning is toward the central governC!.Ent . Saigon and provincial 
bottlenecks have prevented the full impact of the USAID ond MACV advisory 
efforts from reaching the hm:ilet leve 1. Howe ver, an overa 11 strengthening 
of the political attitude will not occur until GVN has reached the man at 
the hamlet level i;.iith some impact . 

The military is in the process of re-est ablishing the outposts in Kien 
Binh District which 1;-Jere reported abandoned during the last reporting period. 
Viet Cong hc,Tflssuent decreased noticeobly, but 8n increese was noted in kid
nappings end assasinations . Inte lligence reports indicate o decrease in the 
VC f·:irce from 2,500 to 2,000 (opproxinmtely). It should be noted that about 
1/25 of the originel fo:tce becar.1e Q,uy Chanh during the month of March . It 
is known thot o nu.mber :if VC defected wh:i did not turn themselves in to loccl 
Chieu Hai centers but the exact count could n'Jt be oscert2ined . Morcle in 
the local Viet Cong forces is reported t .:i be l:i>• . C:impe: red with the last 
reporting period, c definite improvenent wes noted in the security situotion. 

A slight incrense occurr ed in the price 'Jf car.modi ties over the previous 
month, but the only significcnt incrc:ose wos thnt of lumber, which rose from 
11,500$ to 13,000$VN n cubic ~eter . As in the past, there is no indication 
th8t cor:imodity prices ore spiro.lling out of pr:iportion to the averc:~ge locol 
income . Wr.ge s and prices ore still higher than th0y were six :;1onths c,go, 
but adjustment h2s been good nnd the l:ical ec:inomic situction appears to 
rem8in stable. 

During the month, 89 Q;uy Chanh r ep:irted t:i the loccl Chieu Hoi Center. 
This is better than tbxee tili1es the norr'18l monthly average . Severnl factors 
could ho.ve contributed to this increo sc;: stepped-up r;1ili tery operations in 
the areo, o full ti~i1e JUSPAO r epresentntive in province, end increased Chieu 
Roi benefits (better training facilities, Chieu Roi villoge, etc.). .Although 
ther e has been no notice8ble increase in intelligence fron the: hamlet level, 
most of the infon:intion received is reportedly good. Overall , the socicil/ 
psycholigical situati'Jn appears to hove i 1:1provcd -:Jver lest m:inth . 
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Complaints <:!re still being rec~ived fro1;1 hn~;1let -officials that province 
is slow in r e leasing funds and coa:i:K1ities budgeted for the Revoluti::mary 
Development Program. Those hamlets which do not have sufficient funds to 
start self-help projects ore especially herd hit ~ Conferences with the Finance 
Chief and Province Chief bc. ve not relieved the si tun ti on . Corn.;1odi ties are 
still disappearing in soI:ie districts '.:Jut there h8s be en a noticeable decreose 
in such activities . A C:irps inspection te m11 is r eported to have visited 
one of the districts during the month~ and even thcmgh it is early to m2lce 
a fi.nal determination as t:::i the ef focts of this visit, the attitude of this 
particular district chief seems t:i have ir1proved . I n Rach Gin, four :military 
personnel received eig'1t day senti::nces for stealing USI\ID ceme nt. Fifteen 
bogs of cer.1ent 1·;ere recovered from the approxinotely one hundred that were 
taken. There is still n critica l need for cement and reinforcing bnr . Sonc 
cement wes received during the month but eccounted for only about one-fifth 
the totnl amount needed to satisfy current demcnds . 
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CHUONG THIEN (39) 

There has been no change in the polit.ical situation, even though the 
new Province Chief is not a nember of the Hoa Hao. The Provincial Council 
has participated in several social improvenent activities; this is a milestone 
in democratic practice in this province. The flow of refugees seeking secu
rity in district towns indicates that the VC are losing their influence on 
the populace. 

During the month, VC activities were concentrated in harrassment of 
small and po:Jrly defended outpostsn No large-scale VC operations were re
ported. Kien Hung and Long My district towns have been mortared; Can Due 
outpost and Dinh Hoa village were attacked, but no heavy casualties were 
suffered by friendly forces. The vital road linking Vi Thanh to Can Tho is 
still subjected to roadbl'::o::ings, kidnappings and snipers. The r::iost inse
cure section of this r ·' "d is under :.··::ong Dinh Province contr:Jl, and because 
it is of little importance to them they have not allocated rc:sources to pro
vide security. Chuong Thien Province, with the assistance of the 31st Re
gement has tried to keep this road fully open at least two days a week, but 
this activity cannot become routine. Inprovement in the security and phy
sical condition of this road would effect a notable increase in the morale 
and confidence of the populace. Most of the waterways linking the pr ::)Vin
cial capital town to the districts of Kien Hung, Kien Long and Kien Thien 
have been physice.lly blocked or inderdicted by the VC. Canal travel is 
becoming very difficult, if not impossible. Kien Long district is seriously 
affected , 

The economic situation is still deteriorating. Rice could not be ship
ped out of sori1e districts or to Saigon because of VC interdiction. The pri
ce of rice has remained the so.ne , but for other c ·.:msumer goods prices have 
increased substo.ntially from lust month. In regard to construction materials, 
not only has the price sky:rocketed during the r:1onth, but supplies are very 
low or exhausted. In gene~al it is only the GVN :Jr USAID supported projects 
that are naking r:mch headway. 

The most significant activity carried out under the joint efforts of 
MA.CV and USAID during the month was nn airlift of water and consuner goods 
to Kien Long district town, a most welcome relief to these thirsty people. 
Blankets, soap, cooking oil, beans, rice and clothing were presented by the 
province S-5, VIS, MA.CV and USAID to refugee families in Vi Hung Hamlet of 
Due Long district and in Kien Long distric .. , tow:_1. 
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USAID-supported programs have been going well. Constructi::m ::if all 
30 classro'.Jms of the 1966 program has been started; constructi::m of a 
5,200,000$ ~ridge across Sa No canal is in full swing; an extension of the 
fish market will be started some time next month . Cther Rev:::iluti::mary 
Development pr'.Jjects are being undertaken. Pr:::ivincial '.Jfficials are 
concentrating their efforts on the bigger projects to get as much d'.Jne as 
possible before the rainy seas::m. 
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PHONG DINH (40) 

The Province Chief continues to work hard developing political rapport. 
He is slowly but surely exerting his influence end personality cm people 
and events. During his tenure significant events have token place, such as 
the approval to establish the Uni versity Jf Can Tho, movement of the VTVN 
radio station from Bn Xuyen to Can Tho, which, incidentally, will have a 
decided impact upon CJunteri nsurgency-pacificotion efforts not only in this 
province but throughout the Delta . When the stotion becomes operative the 
Government Delegnte in Can Tho will 1mve ecisier access to this communications 
media and thus be in o better positi:::m to conduct "fireside chats " , ..::tc . 
It will also permit the various nnd sundry information services to conduct 
a more comprehensive psywar campaign. Many other advantages will accrue from 
this relocation. 

The Provincial Citizen's Council is working in very close coordination 
with the Province Chief and the provincial staff . Recently, the chairman 
of the Council nccornpanied the Province end Deputy Province Chief for Admi
nistrat i on to Saigon to attend the four-day administrative conference . Si
gnificantly, the Chairman of the Citizens Council has in the past made a 
point of witnessing e•1ery relocation payment no mutter where it occurred in 
the province~ he is always present at official ceremonies and he usually 
presents a well-prepared and pointed speech, and is always accorded the ho
nors that befit bis position . Quite significant is the fact that he is on 
good terms with the Govern~ent Delegate. 

Dissident elemcmto (eme r ging political parties) have not yet made an 
appearance. 

Operation "Big", the 21st Division plan to pacify and secure rural Route 
:/#+, commonly referred to· as the Ba Se road , commenced on March 15. The pur
pose behind this project is t o secure the joint civilian-military Can Tho 
airfield, the VNAF/USAF Tra N-Jc airfield, the RVNAF ammunition storage fa
cility and other important instellations which will be located in the area 
alongside the Bassac river. Ultimately the plan is to relocate predominantly 
all military installations now within the confines of Can Tho to the area 
referred to above . Satisfactory progress i s being made. The VC have not 
yet reacted in strength, although numerous s i ghtings have been made in the 
vicinity of the area undergoing construction. On or about March 20, the 
0 1 Mon district company (VC) was severely pummeled by an accurate and timely 
VNAF/USAF air strike. When last observed the remnants were fle eing toward 
Chuong Thien Province. 
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Small arms harassing fire continues in operation "Big" area. Mines 
are usually found and destroyed, although all atte11Pts at discovery have 
not been successful resulting in three fatalities, two P/F and one 8-year 
old girl. 

Travel on Route 4 from Can Tho south to Ca Mau has improved somewhat 
due to the establishment of a serie s of newly constructed watch towers between 
Caitac and Phung Hiep village. 

The VC are relatively inactive; however, the consensus is they will 
react violently to operation "Big". As mentioned before, signtings have 
been made of large groups. Apparently these elements are transiting through 
the province. 

Information has been received that a US troop billet in Can Tho will 
be the next terrorist target. Precautionary measures are being taken. In 
summation, there was a slight improvement in security during the reporting 
period; hopefully this trend will continue. 

Prices for many consumer type items have leveled off; others have re• 
turned to levels of one year ago . The price of one bag of cement has lowe
red to approximately 300-350 piasters . Hopefully this downward trend will 
continue. Earlier in the month the Economics Service Chief informed the 
USAID member that 5000 bags of cement allocated t o the province by the 
Ministry of National Ec::momy under the CIP had not yet been received; how
ever it is noted that Taiwan and Ha Tien cement are available . No Siam 
cement has been observed in use in this area. 

Quantitative figures on rice production are somewhat indistinct. When 
the Economics Services and agriculture extension people r each an agreement, 
production figures will be reported. 

Paddy is moving freely along waterw2ys and by road to rice mills. Ap
parently the VC are extorting truce s at their r esources control points, but 
are not hindering movement to any great extent. From Can Tho t ::i Saig·'.)n, 
milled rice and paddy are moving freely. Transportation has not yet become 
a difficulty. 

Fruits and vegetables are plentiful and varied. Prices for some items 
are rather high primarily because this is the beginning of the season. 

Construction of reinforced concrete business and residential type build
ings continues at a rapid rate , although one constantly hears that sand, 
stone or gravel are in short supply. Somehow, mysteriously, these items 
appear and construction contimues. 



PHONG DINH (cont' d ) Page 3 

The alleged bilateral decision promoted by Corps IV Advisory Staff to 
place entire areas of Can Tho 11off limits " to US troops has caused ill 
feeling toward the A::1erican military. Pe0pl e in these areas are highly 
incensed at the stigr:1a which they f eel is attached t o thi s callous and ill
timed act. Area s in which decent r espectable civil servants reside have 
been posted with 11off limits" signs. It would have been considerably more 
diplomatic and much c.1ore in line with the principles of der:1ocracy if the 
individuals responsible ha C! pre sent ed the problem t o the Provincial Citizens 
Council and by the democrati c proce ss arri ved at a solut ion which would have 
been satisfactory to all concerned, which would have prepared the people for 
this necessary but r egretful act, and a s a side effect added to rather than 
detracted from the status of the US adv""isory effort. Even at this late 
date, the USAID member feels that something could be sa lvaged if the Citi· 
zens Council were c-::maulted and a recommendation made that the houses of ill
repute be individually and specifically post ed "off limits". This act would 
better relationships and at the sane time give the Provincial Citizens Coun
cil additional status as the GVN/US "friendshi p committee ." 

Those programs r equiring the use of construction mat erials and com
mercial import items , to wit hamlet schools, ani ma l husbandrYj PF dependent 
support, and se lf-help, have been curtailed and irreparably damaged due to 
the shortage of these i t er,1s . The monsoon will soon be upon us and already 
six w€eks of dry weather suitable for construction have been l ost. 

The target date for completion of 1965 hamlet schools has passed without 
any appreciable progress . If and when these classrooms ar e completed, we 
shall in all probability be we ll into the "rains " and dutifully attenpting 
to construct 1966 classrooms . 

Chieu Hoi activity i s increasing . 
up and the type of returnee i s shiftins 
soned cadres and agit/propaganda cadr e . 
are gradua 1. 

The QJ.:;..y Chenh r a t e i s steadily going 
from the local guerrilla type to sea

In.:pr 0ver;i.ents in the physical plant 

Agriculture, agriculture extension and enimal husbandry are steadily 
processing. The animal husbandry service wes forced to r elocate in order 
to make roor:i f or the constructi on of t he radio station. Bids were opened 
for construction of a dike and replacenent of three water gat es destr:::ycd 
by VC activity. The low bi dder on the dike project submi tted an increase 
of 33% over l,OOO,OOOVN$. The sane bidder submitted an increase of 33% over 
400,000VN$ for repair of the water gates . 
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BA XUYEN (i+l) 

The n ilitary sidc of t he pic~urc has brichtened consider ably i n Ba Xuyen 
i n t he post month . Fo1· perhnps cs l::mg as n year, t he 21st Di vision conduc
t ed very few operoti '.)ns in the pr '.)vince , but in r ecent we eks r.lulti-bottoli on 
ARVN units have: frequently :Jper a t ed j '.) i nt ly wit h pr:)Vincinl RF/PF tr'.)ops. 
Severnl :if t hese '.)perati :Jns have been quite sucessful, and '.)n Mnrch 26, :Jne 
r e sulted in 245 VC dc;ad (by ARVN es tiz:lotc; there= hos been no US esti ncte , 
but .Aaericons wh:i pnrticipated ngree that VC l'.)sses viere heavy ). Thi s i n
crea s ed pressure ::m the= VC hos ols'.) flushed out more Quy Chnnh , nrnong whom 
ore sc=vero 1 wh::i hod held positions of imp:Jrtoncc in t he VC rs p:ili tic :i-~11ili tory 
structure . 

On the= ::ithcr han( , trove l by road c::mt i nue s t:i be more danger:Jus than 
it was severnl months ago; RF/PF tr:J'.)ps essenti al to t he defc;nse of sc:cured 
or ens r cmo i n in sh:Jrt supply , ond os i ndi cnt ecl i n lost m'.)nth ' s rep::fft, these 
ore i mp:irtont foctors which necessorily limit the geogr aphical sc'.)pG '.)f US.AID 
supported programs. 

Those whose p'.)liticnl h:iriz:ins extend 2s for os Sni g:in hove watched with 
concern the event s surr::mnding General Thi r s di smi ssal, but t here hove been 
no visib l e r epereus s i '.)ns in Bo Xuyen, and the tw::i Pr'.)vinciol Council mer,1be r s 
who attended the Scig:in neeting of Morch 21-26 hove indicnted thnt aLnst 
a ll of t ho se in attendance fron the De lta wc; r e very ciui c= t . 

The i rilae dinte S'.)c i ol/psychologi col situation rennins f nvorob l e . Wit h 
a g::i:id rice cr::ip just har vest ed, a r a i ny seas:in which ~tppea rs t '.) have s t orted 
six wec=ks early, er.1ploYL1ent up, inflection npporently l ess sever e than else 
where in Vie t na'..1, nnd ove r all security i npr:.:wcd , Sni[pn seens c l ong v.my :iff 
t o t he f0rr.1er or laborer. Morale m;10ng t he military i s up , and the gene rcl 
f ee ling anong others i:::; t~:.:t , barring seri ous politicnl u:pheavnls i n Saig:in , 
things will c::intinue to look up. 

Rice s t :icks heve built up s t cDdily and now s t and a t about 45,000 t :ins . 
Ba Xuyen has agr eed t :i contract (rn:mtir ) 14 ,OOO t o G::ivernnent stocks during 
April, which is d'.)uble t he figure f or Iiach Gia , nnd :.mch larger than t he 4 ,OOO 
from Boe Lieu and 2,500 fr :in Ph::mg Di nh . 

Prices in general ::my be hi gh , but there is n'.) s i gn of serious di sloca 
tion or discontent . Civil servants menti::m t he rise in :prices frequently 
and building not eri t,ls ar e very expens i ve . The little r.mn i s suffering be
cause he is without land or a job rather than s i uply bc= cause ::if the increa t:ed 
c:ist :if living . The key e con::n-.iic questi on i s whethe r the Gover n:-:1.ent will 
foll ow ec:in'.)n ic p:ilicic;s which will continue and expnnd present enployment 
::ipp:irtunities ::ir whc; t hcr the end of the; !ililit2ry-base bo:im will mean contrac
tion ::mce again. 
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S'.) far, nlth'.)ugh the G:wernnent and USAID have tnlked o.b'.)ut an ec'.)nomi c 
p'.)licy; there i s none in this key area . N'.)T;? is the tiue f'.)r the G:wernnent 
t o devel'.)p a p'.)licy pro:.1oting industry and C'.)nstruction S'.) thnt the pe'.)ple 
will ho.ve confidence in pr'.)sperity. 

Chieu Hoi hnve li ttlc encouragenent t'.) leave the VC if t hen:: arc few 
j:::>bs, and rel::>catecs s::>;-.1etiracs r eturn t ::> VC are8s because th8y co.n n'.)t find 
jobs 1:1nd have no choice but t:::> r eturn to the ir 11:1nch Dcnobilizntion is 
difficult and r.mny veterans rcnain unenployed for l:::>ng peri'.)ds. J '.)bS sui
tnble f or the better educated are even r.nrc; rare . Land r e f::>rn will r enain 
difficult S'.) long as faming is virtually the only :~1eans t o a live liho:x1 , 
and in short, the political inplica.ti'.)ns '.)f on cconony '.)f job scarcity ore 
anti-dem:::>crotic and n:::>Xi'.)us in every r espect . 

Schools, henlth pr::igror:is, ond vari:::>us f orr.1s :::> f USAID ass i sted s::icial 
welfore prograns are n'.)t a p::iliticnl '.)r cc'.)nor.tlc substitute f:::>r jQbs and an 
e c '.)nonic prograD. Experience in this relatively secure pr:::>vince i s the t USAID' s 
pr:::>grnB is not en c ccinoi:lic a id program at ell, but o socinl welfare pr'.)gran 
with son.e use ful ec'.)nonic repercussi '.)ns in the f:::>rr.1 of denand. for lo.b '.)r , 
tcechers, and s ciHe Vietrn:mesc produced materials. If there is t '.) be reel 
progress in the province the Governnent' s progri::m D.ust go !!mch farther cin 
the ec:::>n'.)nic side . 

USAID/Ba Xuyen rennins pessi1-;iistic with r espect t o the over-all effec
tiveness of USAID supp'.)rted progrnns and related pacification and econoBic 
develcipment efforts, b:::>th f:::>r r easons p8intcd out ab:we, ond fcir those set 
out in the classified p:::>rti:::>n :::>f the ri10nthly report f '.)r February. 

As indicated in that r ep'.)rt, lnwevcr, there is evi dence tha t c:::>nside
robly nore progress will be node in i npleE1enti11g nost c::m1p::ments of the RevQ
lutionary Devclo:pr.1ent Bude;e t than was nDde last y eo. r, nsslli'ling that the l'.)
gistics l'.)g jon i s br::iken within the very near futu1~e (opproved pr'.)jects now 
coll f'.)r 400 bags LDre cc;xnt t han are in t he 1·iarehouse ond i!i will be several 
weeks bef'.)re n::ire i s avo iloble ). 

F::iundations ore in already f'.)r 18 of the 45 s ch:::>'.)ls :progran:J.ed this year 
(vs. 29 last year ) ; c:mstruction :·.10tc:rials in s::ne instances have ols:i been 
delivered t'.) sites select ed f'.)r se lf-help projects already appr::>ved; contracts 
for e fe w ce.nals have been let, and 110 adc1iti'.)nal honlet scho'.)l t eachers 
are now underg::ii ng the i niti81 phase ::if their training . 

The fisherie s , :public works, end Chieu H:::>i Progro::is r emain very doubtful 
in view of menifest inc::inpetencc or 'inrse '.)Il the part of the respective Tech
nical Service Chie fs, and unfortunately, their cl'.)sest rival in this rcgn r d 
(ins:::>far as he is r esponsible f or projects within the Revoluti::>nnry Devel::>p
nent Progran ) is the 11i s trict Chie f f'.)r My Xuyen, which is the area int ::> 
which n:::>s t '.)f the r es::iurces will be p:::>ured . 



"ty extracting fir:n c::nru71i tments and deadlines) and by th:reatening t'.) 
dr aft lagging Te chnical Service Chief} General Thang has infused a sense 
of ur gency into the sit uati on . ~ut in the rush t'.) prepare pr ojects, get 
building materials out t'.) t he sites} and spend money, it would appear that 
the incr eased pace nay well be at the cost of even m'.)re waste and chi ca.nery 
than is normelly the case . 

Provinci al offic i als began in September 1965 to comply with the sign
off procedures set up by the decree of J une 22, 1965, and have continued 
to do so to date) with '.)Ile copy of each document being retur ned to the 
USA I D '.)ffice . 
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?: litic:-.J.. .:-cti"'.'°:1.:':i: 1::; :..[ t~:.c G'.t:~ L:_c::.·-<::: r;c~ '.Ji.1 c~ll I:;.~~ntE; c~urin~ t he r e:portinG 
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vernm.ent a:ffi cic:ils rmd required the GVTIT t'.J set Dchicve,_;ent gon ls f or the 1966 r c:volu
tionary Deve lopnent Progrc:E: . Since Gener o 1 Thang ' s visit, the Pr::nrince Chief 
hns t oken persone.l direction of oll projects £md hes e-::1bor ked on a pr ogr m.1 
to ma ke the f :::>rce :::>f GVH ri:::volutiona ry activities f elt throughout the pr:::>vince . 

In the a r eo of r e l :::ication, the pr:::>vi nce h0s been ususually successful. 
FroEl the b<:g inning :::>f .Janum·y, 1, 725 r e fugee fanilies hove been r el0cnt ed 
a nd the province; has dis tributed 4,382,000$VN f or housing cind 21,910$VN for 
rice cillowa nces . The cttention and spee d >-1ith which the r e locf:\.tion progr on 
hns been carried out ho. r hnd a p os itive; politicol e ffec t on r efugees , for 
r eport ::; fr on IVS cndrc: working i n r elocotee nr c:o;; indica t e thcit r e f ugc:e 
f c:niliec are the uor::: t pro-GVN of all gr oups i n the province . 

Because of Colonel Due ' s personal initiative, the l:::>ng de lnye d hanl e t 
school progr EcJ.G f 0r 176!+ end 1965 or e undcrw:iy aga i n and wi ll be cor:rpleted 
during the next reporting peri:::>d . Fifteen c l assroons of th<: 1966 p~gra:n 
are under com:tructi on and will be co;:1pleted by Moy 31 t :::> nect Gc:ner nl Thang ' s 
decdline . 

Song Ong Doc district ho s been g i ve n particulnr er:iphn s is t h i s . .onth. 
The long pr oposed drilJ. r ig f or the district capitol was delivc:red end the 
drilling ope r a tion i s now underwcy. On Mor ch 12, the Province Chi ef di s tri 
buted 1,300 kil:::>gr2nG :::>f fi sh ne tting n a t e r i81 to fi sher nen and plans to di s 
tribute l,8oo ,ooo$vN i n loons t'.) fi s hernen within the con ing wec:k. 

The pr ogran of pers::mnl contc:-,ct bc: t 1·1cen the Provi nce Chic: f 2nd the 
rurel populction described i n l os t n:::>nth 1 s r eport vms c:x:panded during the 
nonth. Colone l Due ccmtinues to :-.1ake nor e fr c: q_uent v i s it s t o outlyi ng a r eas 
and receives an aver oge of t en rural pe::}ple per doy in h i s offi ce;, f or no 
one, r ega rdless of his s tation in l ife, i s evc:r r e f use d pen·liss i on to sec: 
the Province ChiGf ·when he has 2 probleu. 

On March 17, Col:::>ne l Due e ttended a gr .::mnd- br eeking cc:rcn:Jny f or 2 

Canbodic:n r efugee :;_Jngodc, during 1·1hich he c:::>ntributed 10,000$VN ':lf hi s pri
vat e fund s f or t he constructi:::>n D.l1d t old an 2udience of 500 Ca!:i.bodic: n r efugee s 
that hi s g:::>ve r m.1ent c:Jnsider ed a ll pe'.)plc as Vie tnaDese, r egordless of their 
ethnic orig ins, end tlmt the Canbodi a;_1 pe:::iple would 2hmys be givc:n eCJ.U21 
treetnent . ...".fter his addre ss , the C2Db'.)di on r e lie; i ou s lefl der tl1onked Col0nel 
Due f :Jr hi s C·:::>ntributbn end f '.)r hi s synpathetic w.:. :~e~r.tAnG.inc <>"f° the: Caoboeto.n 
people and pledged their unfoiling support t o the GVN in its fight "aga inst 



AN XUYEN ( 42 ) P2ge 2 

c ,:)f;inunist agr ession." After the ground-breaking ce r enony, Colonel Due dis
tributed f ood connodities c:mtr ibutcd by USA I D 8nd Ca tholi c Relief Services 
to all t he Cm;1bodiEm r ef ugees i n t he areci . 

During t he r eport ine; period, the P-.covince Ch i ef has nede 0n expande d 
effort to uotiv2te his ser vice chi ef s end Rural Construction Cadre with the 
f ervor needed to carry out the Revoluti onary Devc:;lopnent Pr ::.igrm~1, telli ng 
t he:n tha t it i s up t::.i the GVN t ::.i be !!lor e r e•nlut i onary in it s ectivities 
tha n t he Co:-.TI":l"J.ni s t L lSur gents . He also vm r ned t hat £my Ser vice Chief or 
cadr e r,m n who f ai l c:;d to perf orr,1 his dLi..t i es would be r enoved . 

On .March 14 , the Pr::>vinciel Repr esentative ecc::.inpanied Colonel Due ()n 
a trip t o the cadr e treining center 2t Vung Tflu in or der to v i sit the An 
Xuyen c8dr e currently in tra i ning and t::> get a better understanding ::.if the 
entire cadr e tr2ining pr ::.igr ar,1 . J'\fter being brief ed by Vung T~rn officiels 
and i nspecting the f acilities c t the ca1p, C::.ilone l Due !.:lade a surprise visit 
to the billets housing the An Xuyen cadre . He wns g i ven 0 stml.di ng ovation 
for five r,1inutes end everyone was quite surpr ised and very hcppy to see thPir 
chief so f£ir fron ho;·.1e . When the cheeri ng subs ided) ~--- set ' .-.1:.''.1 :::l th0 
flxir with his c£ldre nnd t 0lked ·with then f ::>r ti:o hours, exchoncsing ide£1s 
nbout t he tra i ning; he told t he nen he was c::.iunting on the.::i ~:10re than on flny 
othe r GVN orgEmizotion to r:mke pacificoti::.in o success in An Xuyen . During 
the l ast nn lf hour of the visit , he j::>i ned the codre in s inging l ocal An 
Xuyen songs and in sh::>ut ing sever a l vi c t ory cheer s . 

I n gener al, t he GVN political i nti et ive i s gc.thering r.1rn'.1entt.E1. In t he 
absence of stronger VC p::>litica l e ffort s , the event s of t he pest month could 
nark the beginning of c p::.isitive turning point in the province . 

The n ilitory s ituati ::.in i n An Xuyen is basicolly unchanged . Hoviever, in 
the Cn Mau - Q,unn Long ar ea there hos been a narked incre8se in the 1Jctivity 
end effecti veness of the 32d Regi~ent and its 3d Battc lion. This ho s re sulted 
i n s i gnificantly decr ees ing guerrilla operntions end f ::.irces i n vnd e r ound 
these e r eas . The sit ua tion ot D2n Doi hos i npr oved with the i ntr::.iduction of 
an0the r RF C'.Jnpany end ini ti2ti0n of ::>ff ens i ve gr ::>t.md ::.iperotions . The ::.iutp::>st 
Qf Kinh Xang, r e - est ablished £ifte r be i ng 0verrun on 23 February, i s nuch 
stronger now and should pr ::>vide o focnl point f::.ir c::>ntinued i ::1provenent in 
the 1966 Revolutionary Developnent plan f::>r tha t area. RF end PF forces 
t h roughout the p r ovince e r e well bel:Jv7 nuthorized s trengt h , and outposts re-
11uire large scale r ehnbilitcit ion. The l a ck of r esupply helic ::>pters hos sever e ly 
decrensed ::.ive r all supply levels &t t hese :mtp::.ists . 

Prices of sone bnsic f ood corJr.1::.icities decr eased s lightly during the 
reporting period, but t his r epresents nor:·.wl price fluctua ti::.ins in t he na r ket 
r ot he r than o gene r al trend dowmm r d . Prices of construction c::.innodities 
continue to r ise onc1 could seri ::>us lyte~Z'-''71 the: 1966 Revolutionary Devel::lp
nent Progr on if this trend is not checkGod. . Constr uc tion stone , snnd, and 
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grovel h8ve ri sen 100$VN/:"13 over 12st :J.onth 1 .s pries ~nd <.o.rtrr~nt abcrtciges of 
these connodities ·will probl'bly f orce prices even hi ghe r next n::mt h . One 
indic £i tion of VC contr':Jl ove r t he econonic l ife of the cor:inuni ty is t he 
reluctance of l ':Jcel house ':Jvmers to r ent t':J fu:1eri cans except 0t ridiculous 
price s . When q_uesti':Jl1Gd on thi s , local p r ':Jprie t ':Jrs alnost i nvariably adr_iit 
thot VC t ex agents h0ve instructed the:1 n':Jt t':J r ent t ':J l~nericons unless they 
r ece i ve a ve ry h i gh r c;ntcl, of which t hs Libe:rati':Jn Front tc.ke s 6CP/c . C':Jnss
qm::ntly, a t w:J bcdro:J:-j h:Juse with':Jut electr ic ity or wa t er r ents f ':J r 60 ,OOO$VN 
per nonth. However, in spite of a VC :pr':Jducti:Jn tox 8f 14 Gi n per hectare 
end a ::.-:1ark:; ting t ex 8f 60<1/o ::m :ri(e , f 2r ni:.; r s c:Jntinuc t:J sell at n::ir:-.wl l eve ls 
i n GVN contr:Jllc d Dr cos . Fr':Jn J anuary 1 t':J the pr..::scnt, 4,978 t ':Jns of poddy 
rice and 535 t8ns of i:iillcd rice hove bc.cn ship:9ed t o Sc,i gon fr ::i:.1 An Xuycn 
under offi cial license . 

The r e wc:r c: two dcve l opnent s whi ch i ndi cate thst VC psych:Jl8gical cff ':Jrts 
ere running int':J diff i culty. For t he l:nnth :Jf M2rch, Chieu H8i 8fficials 
r eport D totol ':Jf 52 i·c:turnees, vi ith on incr eas ing frequency of s:r:wll groups 
of three and f our pc':Jplc turning thcnsclvcs i n together . I n the past, nost 
r e turnees (gener a lly ave r oging 15 per nont l1 ) ·wer e support pe r s':Jnnc;l types, 
such E:•s ri1essenge r s nnd r ':Jad seb ot eurs . Recently , howeve r , t he naj:Jrity ':Jf 
r e turnees £i r e cor.1bnt personnel c:nd s':J1.1e had been serving in thi s cnpecity f':Jr 
es l':Jng os eight y co r s . Military off iciels olso r eport thot i nt elli gence :Jn 
VC activities c':JDi ng f r':Jl-1 the loc a l pc::lple i s i:nr e r c liobl e ond G::ir e r eDdily 
avo ilobl c than in the post . It i s still t':J':J eor l y t o dc t err:ii ne whe t her these 
trends r epr esent o gr:Jwing popul ar di ssDtisf ncti:Jn with the; VC or gonizeti:Jn 
or a t ec:1por e ry VC psyclnl~gicol sc:: tbock because ':Jf incrc2sed GVH n ilitDry 
pressure . 

USAID-supported pr ':Jgr a:.:1s or e rnving soti s f oct::irily, but diffi culti es 
are anticipe t ed unless deli•rcry :;;f c:::-:J::.:ndities c':Jntinues ::m e regulor bos i s . 
During the next t·v1 ':J n::mths , pr ovince r cquircs 1,200 bo6S ':Jf ccnent f ::lr the 
l '.:)66 hm.1l c t sch':Jol p r ':Jgrcn, 500 bags '.) f cenc:nt f ::ir self help pr:::ijects a nd 5 
t ons ':Jf r e bor (ell s izes ) f ::ir self he lp end hDnl et sch':J'.) l s . Every eff::lrt 
sh':Juld be n£ide t ::i ex:pcdi tc deli very '.)f t hese c::lnn~ditie s since GVN ::lffi ci2ls 
have pr ':Jni scd Gener al Thong tha t 811 pr'.)jccts f '.) r the fir s t quc.rt cr ·will be 
c':Jr.'.lp l e ted by May 31. I n the event they connot nee t t he dcodline f ':Jr l nck ':Jf 
USA ID supplied c:J:Jnodi ties , ':J Ur r eputation es o 11 c2n d:J " :Jr gcni zD tion 1·1ill be 
je:Jpardizcd end :Jur advis':Jry positi ':Jn thrcet cned . 
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In the sense of :political parties offering opposing ideobgies, pro
grams, and candidates, no political activity in Bae Lieu during the month 
of March was observed; the people in general seemed satisfied with the 
ideals of the group in power, with the progrmn.s of the gove rnment, and with 
the local officiels. In the absence of p:Jlitic£ll activity, t1,1 :J types of 
semi-political activity were observed : 

1. Within the bureaucracy, there was soi:1e indication of the formation 
of cliques and of infighting for petty powers within the goverrmental struc
ture; 

2. The publicity given to the trials of corrupt officials and entre
preneurs in Saigon has perhaps caused sor;ie scrutiny of and reflection ebout 
the activities of local officials and their reletions with the business com
munity. A feature writer for ci weekly newspaper advocating clean and soci
ally responsible g0verm.1ent has been in Bae Lieu off and on during the month; 
his visits may not have been raerely soci al. 

The general security situation remained unch2nged with tbe government 
in control 'Jf the centers of po:pulr;ti:Jn and a narrow strip al::mg National 
Highway 4, the C:JDT'.lunists solidly entrenched in several strongholds Emd 
their adjacent terri t'.)ries, and the renainder of the province under the con
trol of neither side except during the bri ef periods when GVN or VC forces 
were actually in the area . Stetistically, there were 41~ VC actions reported 
for the period: 1 £flbush, 2 cases of heavy fire on outposts, 1 New Rural 
Life hor.i.let de str::>yed, 21 harassing fire s on '.)Utposts, 3 road cuts, 5 cases 
of political action, and 11 ects of terrorisr•. l~ US/1ID-furnished truck was 
dao.aged by a mine while hauling se lf-help materials to Vinh Chau on March 
20. A denolition charge was set off on March 23 neor the barge used as li
ving quarters of the crew of the dredge currently digging n new canal neer 
Bae Lieu. Although damage to the berge 'AIDS slight, 8 passerby was ldlled 
and six others wounded, tv.J:J of them. r,1enber s of the dredge crew. Since the 
extension of the governr,1ent-controlled aree is impossible with the small 
forces under the C'.)ramand of the Province Chief, it was encouraging that 
toward the end of the reporting period the 21st Division was a little more 
active in the province. 

The increa se in prices that has narked recent months slowed during 
March and i npr:Jvement- was noted in son.e itens; chicken dropped from 90VN$ 
to 80VN$ a kilo, fish from 60VN$ t'.) 55VN$, brown sugar from 30VN$ to 27VN$, 
laundry soap from 38VN$ to 35VN$, E!nd beer fron 18VN$ t·:J l 7VN$ a bottle. 
On the other hand condensed milk went from 28VN$ to 30VN$ a can and onions 
from 12VN$ to 15VN$ a kilo. Although the prices of building materials 

~. 
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renained high, there seemed to be no sh'.)rtage on the market except for cement, 
which was unobtainable even at the quoted price of 400 piasters n bag. Casual 
unskilled labor by the dny was priced at lOOVN$, house servants were hard 
to find and harder t'.) keep, and the driver/nechonic of the Bae-Lieu USAID 
ottice quit because he clained he could not support his fanily on the 19VN$ 
an hour rate he was paid. Rent s r<~mained hie;h, and housing is hard to find. 
Complaints were heard :m the failure of g'.)verm:1ent salaries t'.) keep up with 
the cost of living. The town of Bae Lieu seeiilS to have ab1ost full employ
nent, but that situation may change when RMK finishes its projects here. 
The l'.)cal sh'.)ps are full of conswner g'.)ods, the t lu:::t!'G play to full houses, 
and the restaurants, bars, and cafes do a g'.)od business . If this is war, 
one wonders what peace would bring. 

During the reporting period, Bae-Lieu shipped to the Saigon narket 
15,123 tons of rice, 3,980 pigs, 4,805 chickens, and 135 tons 0f fish and 
shrimp. 

Except for the gr'.)wing nunber of conplaints frora persons living on fixed 
incomes about the rising cost of living and the slight awareness of the pos
sibility of doing soHething about chr'.)nic corrupti::m arouaod by the recent 
events in Saig'.)n, the social and psych'.)logical situation remained unchanged. 
Several 0f this monthrs visitors to Bae Lieu asked the Provincial Representa
tive whether he felt that the Vietnanese were tiring of the war, whe ther they 
were losing the will to continue the struggle until victory is achieved. 
The same answer was given to all: thnt to the ordinary pen.sent or urban 
citizen, there is no struggle or wor thnt involves them; the present state 
of affairs is one thnt hos lasted during the greater po.rt of the lives of 
most Vietnamese, ond it differs fron the situation thot hns prevailed during 
most of the hist'.)ry of Vietnam only in the terr.1s used to describe the fac
tions. The ideol of conduct is to reno.in unc'.)EJJ.:ti tted, cor:iply -with 1~hntever 
conditions ore laid down by the L:rr1edio.te power, and stay in business. The 
American presence in Bee Lieu Province is so slight that it posses unnoticed 
except in Boe Lieu City itself and to n lesser degree in the district cities 
of Vinh Chou and Gi n Rai; the pre sence '.)f the 21st Division pr'.)vidcs c norket 
for vice, but the entrepreneurs are not natives of Bae Lieu ond the profits 
presumr:i.nbly go elsewhc:re. 

USAID supp'.)rted progr,ns continued to show progre ss during the nonth. 
However, in the critico.l self-help program, olthough the docu."'.'leP-tntion of 
25 projects wos cor.1pletec1, no octuol constructi'.)n wos begun bec:&use no cement 
wns ovailnble. Insofar os the average hcnlet citizen wns concerned, this 
shortage probably \·Tent unnoticed because the province wos octi ve in co:ople
ting the 1965 projects th()t hod not been finished because of the shortage 
of send end grovel for construction, 1965 cenent having been previously 
delivered to 8'.)St sites. Great concern i s expressed by provincial officiols 
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th0t the 1966 progrc:-,1 is felling behind schedule end thc t they 11ill be 
held r cc::mntcble by the Ministry for o frilure to neet the Mey 31 Cl.e <.d
line fo:r cxrpletion of 35% of the plrmned project s of the cclenc~cr ye cr. 
Since the progr1:1m depends upon USAID-furnishe c1 c::mstruction ;:1ctericls, 
the procure171ent ond trcnsp'.)rtction of which c~e:.;>ends upon higher e chelons 
of USAID, the Provincicl Represent0tive is rcther unjustifiably l:xlls lo
crlly responsible for o situ2ti::in bey::md his control. 
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CHAU DOC (44) 

A major effort during the month 1·1as the speeding up of prq:;ress of pro
grams supported by USAill com .. 'tlodities . The progress of the 1966 ·1.amlet school 
program has been encouraging, while the 1965 self-help prograiu has been con
siderably less so. 

In the past two ncmths the prov rep has visited all but a handful of 
the 1965 self-help projects that are c::>mplete or are supposed to be under 
construction. Of 213 projects, only 40 have been completed at this late 
date, and work is in progress on only 45 nore . The major problei:1 is the 
fact that the province did not release the money for most of the projects 
until this month, but in a disturbing nmnber of cases the villagers have 
had the money and commodities for some time fl.nd still have made no effort 
to begin serious work. At the pro rep 1 s urging, province and district offi
cial are for the first time getting out regularly to check the projects, 
and it is hoped that their efforts will enable them t o meet General Thang's 
deadline of May 31 for the completion of all 1965 self-help projects. 

The han.let school progran is a different story, with 24 of 27 classrooms 
budgeted for 1965 actually completed. In the middle of February the education 
chief and the district chiefs i-:ie t and chose the sites for the 75 classrooms 
budgeted for 1966. As usual the list was presented to USAID as an accomplished 
fact, but this time it was made clear that every site would be visited before 
approval. As a result, a provincial delegation was formed, including USAID, 
and sites for 63 of the 75 classroor,1s have been approved. The funds have 
already been released; USAID is now beginning to release cor;u::iodities. General 
Thang 1 s requirer.1ent of 25 classrooms to be constructed before May 31 should 
be accomplished easily. 

The najor political developr.1ent this EJ.onth has been the appointr:1ent of 
Captain Nguyen Dang Phuong, an exceptionally capable district chief of Chau 
Phu district for nore than two years, as Deputy Province Chief for Security. 
Captain Dang Huu Binh, fon~erly chief of the Operations Plam1ing Center, 
succeeds Captain Phuong as district chief of Chau Phu. 

The economic situation has been in a state of flux. One factor has been 
the reaction to the execution of Ta Vinh. A second factor has been a cam
paign by provincial authorities to enforce official prices . The result has 
been significant, though drops in the prices of several comnodities may be 
only tenporary. The price of rice, on the other hand, has risen fro:ra 8.50$ 
to 9.50$ for No.l 25% brokens . 

From J anuary 1 to March 15, anly 3000 tons of rice were exported fron 
Chau DJc through legal channels. Province officials say that the reason 
the figure is so low is that the barges that were used for shipr1ent last year 

c-rc being used full-ti1:1e in Saigon this year. 
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