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RISE IN TENSION IS SEEN 

Washington Also Holds Back 
on Surplus-Food Accord 

to Force Reforms 

'By DAVID HALBERSTAM 
S~lal to Th• New York Times 

- SAIGON, South Vietnam, Oct. 
21- The United States is re
liably reported to have told Col. 
Le-Quang Tung, commander of 
the · politically powerful Viet
namese Special Forces, that 
from now on it will not pay 
Special Forces troops used in 
political and security missions. 

The sources of this report say 
.the colonel was told that his 
troops would receive American 
financial support only if they 
·were used in combat against 
·communist guerrillas and only 
if they notified American advis
ers of their movements. 

The Special Forces played a 
vital role in the raiding of 
pagodas and the arrest of Bud
dhist leaders Aug. 21. The raid 
were carried out to stop anti
Government protests by the 
Buddhists, who charged reli
gious discrimination by the re
gime of President Ngo Dinh 
Diem, & Roman Catholic. 

TrooptJ Uaed for Nhu 

Col. Le Qwuag Tung's troops 
are seen here as being used 
prim&rily asi poUtical-mili· 
tary force o go Dinh Nhu, 
the President'fJlroth~. Today's 
action was ~eved to be a 
direct movt UiUMt Ngo Dinh 
Nhu, who Si considered the man 
behind tbe action pnst the 
Buddhis and the $lit power
ful man in the count.tf. 

: This cutback in all appeared 
. to be chosen as a way to get 
at Ngo Dinh Nhu and to show 
United States dfsple&SUl'• over 
the pagoda raids. The cut will 
probably have more psychologi
cal and political than economic 
impact. 
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At present, almost all of the 
six Special Forces battalions 
are believed to be on security 
missions. They have apparently 
seen extremely little fighting 
against the Vietcong. 

The cut is in keeping with 
President Kennedy's state
ments that the United States 
will support policies that help 
the war effort and will not 

.support policies that hamper it. 
The aid cut seen here as not 
subject to criticism as recently 
voiced by Mrs. Ngo Dinh Nhu 
that the United States does not 
want to win the war and in
stead places the burden on the 
Ngo family litself to use troops 
against the Communists. 

Other Cuts Possible 
It is possible that other lim

ited aid cuts, designed to show 
United States displeasure with 
recent actions by the Govern
ment, might follow. The idea 
would be to show the Viet
namese population ·that while 
the United States still supports 
the people of Vietnam in the 
struggle against Communist 
guerrillas, it does not want it
self associated with the Ngo 
family's attitudes toward the 
population, according to 
sources. 

The Vietnamese Special 
Forces, formed for guerrilla ac
tions, have become a political
military unit of strong loyalty 
to the palace, according to 
Americans in Saigon. The 
Americans believe that Ngo 
Dinh Nhu uses the Special 
Forces to control the rest of 
the time and that the Special 
Forces spend too little time in 
combat. 

It is believed that if the 
Special Forces were taken from 
the Saigon area and used in the 
field, this would have consider
able effect on palace security. 
But most observers here doubt 
that the Special Forces will be 
sent into the field and believe 
that funds will • be switched 
from other channels to pay fo~ 
the troops. 

The United States is extreme
ly unhappy with the role of 
Ngo Dinh Nhu and his wife · 
the Government, and believe 
they are a divisive force in Viet
namese politics. The United 
States has suggested to Presi 
dent Ngo Dinh Diem that the 
war effort might be improv 
if Ngo Dinh Nhu left the Gov
ernment. Ngo Dinh Nhu is hea 
of the Special Forces and polit 
ical adviser to the President. 

According to reliable sources, 
the Special Forces are pai 
$3 million a year, most of f 
coming through . the Centr 
Intelligence Agency. It is paid 



in instalments of $250,000 each 1 

month. c 
For some time, there has 

been a feeling among Americans 
here that the Special Forces 
had been diverted from their 
main purpose and were being 
used primarily as to support an 
sustain the Ngo family Gov
ernment. 

At the beginning of Septem
ber, despite a recommendation 
from most of the C. I. A. mem
bers here to cut . off funds to 
the. Special Forces, Washington 
decided to pay Col. Le Quang 
Tung's monthly salary for Aug
ust. Since then, however, he has 
not been paid. The Special 
Forces program, like many 
others, went under close review 
in Washington. 

Americans apparently hope 
to work out a formula to deter
mine how much will be paid 
each month for troops on duty. 

No regular units of the Spe
cial Forces battalions are on 
combat duty, according to re
ports. 

Most of these troops are work 
ing in security missions. About 
2,000 are in the Saigon area. Of 
these, 1,200 are at Camp Long 
Thanh and about 800 in Saigon 
itself. 

4,000 Soldiers Pursue Reds 
TRUNG LAP, South Vietnam, 

Oct. 21 (AP)-More than 4,000 
Vietnamese troops, harassed by 
mine explosions, accidents and 
Communist snipers concealed in 
tunnels, slogged through huge 
tracts of jungle here today i 
an almost futile mission. 

The task force had hoped to 
trap two battalions-about 800 
men-of Vietcong guerrillas. 
Only 25 miles north of Saigon, 
this area is as stubbornly con
trolled by the Communists as 
any in the country. 

At the end of.~ the day, 15 
Government sol~rs, including 
one Ameri~ sergeant, were 
wounded and three were dead. 
Nine of the casualties, including 
the American one, occurred 
when a Communist mine ex
ploded. A Vietnamese radio op-

, erator .was killed and another 
I serio~ wounded when a 



. I 
rocket from a helicopter landed! 
, on them by accident. 
j Vietcong casualties were not 

koown. I 
Marines, rangers, paratroop-

ers, regular infantrymen and[ 
sailors all participated in the 
operation, which began at dawn 
Sunday. It was expected they \ 
would continue with the action 
for several days. ! 
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