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AHH FA~~ ILY Reade r 

1. The family of Anh Ba is cocprise d of his parents , his 
wife, and two children . He has a boy, named Ty, who i s six years 
old and a g irl, named Hu , who i s _four years o ld. 

2 . Ba and h~s family live in a paillotte of three c om
part >~ ents, built on hard - packed mud . The altar of ancestors is lo
cated in the main room of the house . Next to the latter there are 
thr~e ~ooden couc hes . The sleeping r ooms a r e in back of the altar . 

3. Mr. Ba ' s borne is surrounded by a garden . In the gar
den t here are are c a trees, betels, c abbages and other ve ge tables and 
f~uit trees, which help to su pply the family with food the year roun0 . 
Wheneve r they have a good cr op , Mr . Ea 1 s wife, Mai, carries the extra 
fruits an d vegetables to market . 

4. Mr . Ba owns 20 a cr es of paddy fi e ld given to him by 
his pa.rents . Al)_ ye a r he works hard. in his f_:ie l ds . The dry season 
is ha rvesting time . 

5. h r. Ba ' s two c hi ldr en are small . Little Ty goes to 
the village s c hoo l near the town hall . Little Nu , his ~ister, stays 
at home and is cared for by he r grand parents. 

6 . In the rainy season, Lr . Ba· p.io ughs his fields with 
a pair of buffa l o . He prepares the seed bed and the gr o und for 
transplanting when the sowing ends . 

7 . In the transplanting season, Mrs . Ba helps he r husband 
in the fie ld s . She and he r friends work joyful ly whi l e transp l antin s 
ri6e seedlings . They sing beautif u l lo ve songs i n the form of 
questions and answe r s . 

8 . Kr . Ba an d his servant, Lo, and his friends go around, 
d istributing seedl ings to be transplanted . The servant, · Lo , carries 
on his head t he lunch fo r the field worke r s 

9 . After th~ transplant ing season , Mr. Ba spends h i s 
time repairing his house, the buf~alo ~hed and the fence. He also 
cares fo r h is fruit t rees during t his time . 

1 0 . Mr. Ba has done something new t h is year. He obtained 
fro m the Agriculture Bureau of his provin c e fertilizer for his fruit 
trees . In fact, he got 30 kg . of fertilizer , p l us a booklet g iving 
ins t ructions on the use of t he fertilizer, and how much t o use for 
e a c h tr ee . 
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11 . He also obtained 100 kg . of fertilizer for us e on 
his rice seeds . Thanks to t h is f e rtilizer, his seed bed is much 
b e t ter t his year . 

12. His wif e , Ma i, is a good mother and a diligent wife . 
Al l day s he wo rks hard raising her hogs and poultry . · She cooks all 
the f ami l y 1 s me als , s e ws and m~nds t h eir clothing . She cares for 
an d teaches her children how to behave accordi-ng to nat i onal tradi
tion . 

13 . hr . Ba and h i s wife have a goo d crop eve r y ye a r , 
Aft s r a go6 d ha rvest, he sells ha lf of the crop for c~sh and keeps 
the r emainde r for his own use . His wi fe also sells a fe w pi g s every 
yea r . At the en d of the year the c ouple save a considerable amount 
o f money . 

14. · Mr. Ba's fath e r is n ow too old to.work · in the fields. 
At the end of the day he used to wa l k around the paddies to super- . 
intend h is so n ' s work and give him advi c e . 

15 . h r. Ba 1 s fath e r is a learned man of the Co n fucian 
s chool . He t aught his son,when he was a child, the duties of a 
good man according t o Confucianism, and tau ght him to.read the book 
o f 11 Th re e P :r;:j n cj pl e s 11 i G-fl-:i:-fre-B-F>--:-, ---

16 . Mr. Ba has attended t he Popular ~ducation clas s e s 
during the last six.mont~s . · He can ndw re a d and write in Vietnamese . 
In the evening, Mr . Ba r eads books on the history and geography of 
h is country, as wel l as on e lementary san it a tion--knowledge whi c h 
every Vie tnamese should know . 

17 . Mr . Ba and his wife have a happy-life . When he reads 
to his wife, she does needle wo rk . Next y ear she will also be abl e 
to r ead, for she has just be g un spelling les sons . 

1 8 . Ea ch yea r the Ba family has to commemorate three 
annive rs arie s . They are death ann ive rsar ies . Ea oh y ea r Mr . & Mrs. 
Ba ' s r e latives gathe r at their home for t hese c e l eb r at ions. Whe n 
l~r s . Ba r e turns from the marke t, eve rybody he lp s to prepa re the anni 
v e rs§.ry mea l . 

19 ~ The Anniversary is a happy time . Mr . Ba and his father 
clean t he a lt a r so tha t eve rything is neat and clean for th e offerings . 
Their r e l at ive s and pa r ents, wi t h th e ir children, cro~d i n the house . 

20 . The annLve rsary a l so has deep ~ignificance . Aft e r 
the offering , th e f amily and gues ts enj oy the meal. Mr . Ba ' s father 
tells his son an d g u es ts the lif e story of b is f a ther,· whose death 
is b eing co mmemo r ate d t h is d ay . He tells the sto r y with de ep f ee ling 
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while the guests listen silently. After the story, Mr . Ba ' s father 
invites the gues ts to partake joyfully of the meal . 

21 . When the c elebration comes to an end, the guests begi n 
to d e par t one by one ~ ~ a ch one followed by his children carrying 
cak e s and fruit • 

22 . The Ba fami ly enjoys life and have a good name in the 
village. he is a hard worker . He has a lovin g and kind wife who 
is t h rifty and is loved by his parents and t he neighbors . Mr . Ba 
is also a good man and i s very good to the villagers whenever they 
are in need of help . 

23. Mr . Ba and his wife are ve r y good to his parents. 
Ba works ha rd and takes c a r e of his parents' needs. Mrs. Ba cooks 
t heir me a ls and sews and mends t heir clothes. They know that if they 
take good care of the parents, their children will do the same towards 
them when they grow old. 

24 . All the villagers agree that th e Ba family is happy 
a nd enjoy increasing prosper i ty . The f ami ly is a model for their 
ne ighbors and all the villagers. 
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