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Map o o i ii 

Rc le and Funct i on of Pos itio~ . 

She attempted an e xpe r i men t al p re gram who se ' - '"'" ·_e 
aim was to p o l it .i. c i ze t h e rural v.. n. e r, ar d aSE'' s _ iL 
t h e counter- i ns urgency effort. She be gan ~e r ~ - L gram 

by i ntroducing bland, noncont rove r s ial sub~ect matter 
such as baby care and i mproved r i ce , Lat er , s h e i n
troduced the virtue of good c itizenship . An a ttempt 
was made to create the kind of loyalty fo r the com
mun i ty, which the Vi etnamese usually reserve exc lus ive 
ly f or the .family . 

She took t h em on f i eld t r i ps to other v i llages, wh i c h per
mi tted them to recogn i ze v i llage needs a nd s hortcomings, 
which would otherwise go undetected in their own v i llage. 

She attempted to develop a positive program for good 
citizenship rather than an anti-VC program, because many 
of her students were VC or VC sympathizers. In addition, 
the vc officials are far more loyal and dedicated than 
the local government officials, so attack i ng the VC would 
only open up the govennment to the same kind of attack to 
a much greater degree. 

Personal Adjustment to Job and Living Cond i tions 

Because AID did not lease a house for her, thinking 
she would get over the idea of living out in the prov
ince, she moved i n for three months with the province 
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chie f 0 his wife 0 their seven children and nine dogs. 
She had four months o f language training which was not 
enougho 

Observ ations on Vietnamese cultu re 

The difficulty with the American gift giving is that 
it is so overdope, that it l oses i t s valueo 

The American "get cracking " approach is hated by the 
Vietnamese who prefer a long period of small talk in 
a relationshipo 

The Vietnamese desi re t o a void i nvo lvement in any de
cisions as seen by the i nability of the Ameri can to 
find his counterpart in times of crisis, c an· be ex
asperating for the American . 

The Northerners and the Southerners have a strong dis
like for each other, but both regard the Centra l people 
rather highly . The Northerners are extremely proud and 
fr e quently eat no thing but spinach s o as to save money 
for clothes or an education. The Southerners think 
this is arrogance and will gladly wear patched clothes 
to enable him to eat a full meal o He has little am
bition. 

Th ere is a large difference between the urban and rural 
Vietnamese. Whereas the rural people are proud, self 
sufficient, and would never beg, the urban people will 
ask you for money 0 clothes, or things from the PX. 

Her living with the Cambodians and the Vietnamese per
mitted an excellent opportunity for comparison of cul
tures a Although she found the Cambodians to be warm, 
good fighters, loyal to the community, content to live 
simply and willing to pitch in, the Vietnamese, though 
superficially polite, are strained in their relations, 
loyal only to their family, distrustful of neighbors 
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and unwilling to let you, as an American, ever get really 
close to them. 



PREFACE 

The material contained in this debrief represents the personal 
observations, experiences, attitudes and opinions of the p~r
son interviewed. The Asia Training Center (ATC), the Univer
sity of Hawaii, the Agency for International Development (AID) 
and the United States government in no way approve or dis
approve of the actions reported or opinions expressed; nor 
are the facts or situations reported verified. 

The purpose of debriefing personnel returning from Asian 
assignment at the Hawaii ATC is to: 

1. Provide AID with management insights suggesting 
alterations in current policies and practices 
and to identify patterns, trends and problems 
which, when ana l yzed , will. J:.> ruvide g:;idar.ce 
for future assistance plan s and programs. 

2. Accumulate new o r updated i nfor mation fo r an in
stitutional memory, for fundamental r esearch and 
for application to future ~eve lopment as s i s tance 
programs. 

~. Provide material for understanding the .cult ural 
framework of a country, and the dynamics of i ts · 
mode of social change. And, as a c o rrelate, to 
discover customs, mores, taboos a nd other rele
vant factors wh i ch affect i nterpe r sonal rel~tion
ships between Americans and members of a h ost 
community. 

4. Provide material suitable for instructional 
purposes. 

5. Obtain information which will be of value-
generally and specifically--to American overseas 
personnel in their future assignments. 

In order to obtain frank and open discussion, interviewees are 
promised that every effort will be made to prevent disclosu~e 
of their identity. For that reason, debrief reports are iden
tified by a code number, unless explicit permission is granted 
to reveal identity. 

In the event, for some legitimate reason, responsible persons 
desire additional information regarding material presented in 
this debrief, the ATC in Hawaii will attempt to contact the 
person involved to obtain the required intormation or estaQlish 
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direct contact. Requests for additional infor mation, or di
r ect contact, should outline the reasons for the request 
and should indicate what use wil l be made of the information 
if obtained. 

Material contained in this repor t may not b e q uoted in publi
cations or cited as a source of information or authority 
without written permission f r om the Agency for International 
Development and the University of Hawaii. 
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Control Code 186710B 

DEBRIEF OF AN AID SOCIOLOGIST 

Vietnam 

l-966 - 1967 

Role and Function of Position 

In 1963 and 1964 I lived in a province in the South called Vinh 
Binh where I was trying to do an experimental program for rural 
women o The first 10 months of this was done under Madame Nhu '. s 
regime . Therefore, we worked very quietly. I found the most 
valuable thing to do was establish a program for a day in the 
t own somewhere getting the Vie t namese peop le to contribute some
thing , and then watch the reaction among the a u dience to see i f 
thi s i s the kind of thing they wanted. Somet imes afterwards at 
a t ea t hey would say, "Oh, we wish you ' d h av e something l ike 
this on this subject , or why not this kind of thing," etc . 

I was trying to discover what would appeal to rur al women; what 
t h eir needs were , those that they knew they wanted . And those 
that we felt they perh aps could benefit from, and also f or any 
role to be played to aid us in the counter-insurgency effort-
s uch as calling men back from the VC, encouraging what later 
b e came Chieu Hoi idea. I was experimenting, first under Madame 
Nhu ' s reign of the soft times and th.en under the terrible legacy 
s h e left behind-- where nobody trusted any woman's movement. So 
I wa s not ab l e to look as though I - was organizing in any way . In 
a way this was most beneficial because it forced me to do mo r e 
than I might have normally done • . Like going to the Vietnamese 
themselves and involving them completely. Letting the five 
government offices of education, health, agriculture, veterina ry 
science, which is separate from agriculture, and NACCO (National 
Agriculture Credit Organization) operate on a stage that I 
created, with me in the wings pushing them out when they lacked 
t h e confidence to go . Technicians are generally fairly well
trained . Perhaps it's a limited training, but they know it well. 
When I went there, they were not performing to . their fullest. 
They were not going out to the districts at all, and they were 

· not using their skills. Things were at a terrific standstill. 

I had a change of province chiefs when Diem's regime fell. Just 
previous to this, I also had a change--we had many. I got a 
g irl, a wife of the province chief, who proved to be very help
ful. She and I got together with a local school principal and 
several other leading influential women that I knew. We also 
h ad many, many sessions by ourselves. We drafted up what was 
r eally coming out to be the residue of these day-long sessions, 
tea parties and meetings with the women. I did this before I 
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l a unched the actual program i tself·- -just f ee ling it out. It ' s 
slow-going·J and it' s h ard l iving it .out like this b e cause your 
.fingers 9'e "C very itchy" But I just. knew that it h ad to come 
fro m t h em o r we wou ld be criticized b ecau se eve r yone was s o 
t ouch y about wh at Madame Nhu h ad done o She h ad a v ery powerful 
military g-roupo Al l the me n were afr a i d of t h is inclu ding the 
g·overnmen t and t h e army 0 I met wi th many men on thi s problem 
including province chiefs and the d irector of edu cation in my 
prov inc e . I dec i ded that with h e r he l p and othe rs the best 
t hin g t o present was s ome thi n g- that presented the rura l women's 
role as the y saw it" Some thing very a c cepted by the m-·-chil d 
care 0 washing the baby, wh at d o you put o n t h e baby ' s cut s and 
bruises ; real simple things--i~proved r ice , i mproved pigs , etc. 
Thi s was s o comp l e t ely bland in it s a p pearance that it was ac
cepted by most people although i t h ad to be sold o v e r and over 
again to e ach individu al province chie f or each ind ividual 
fi 1~:t· ;: .. :rl V»l[~,(} :..~a.d .... ::, _ c·.,, "." \:~ ~.~! -~ ~'J'·:J"l~t:', ,2 rr:_~ ."r' ·~ • ~~ .r- -..·, - .i--< 1 ·,~-; +·-- ·r S~ ~-- ,,.,~ ··-i-:rc; .• 

Then o n a v e ry sub tle line we :i.:nclt.ided a few Lect..u:re~-:: on 
tax ation or how we supper ... :.. ouY- loca! rn ·.1 i tia . sonv-~-:..hing like 
t:.his. Things that were mayb e burn i nc; questi,:ms ~ We had a 
ch0:2..e ra epidemic that y ear and we h,:cJ ,;s~r_,-.:;:. ions. o n that:., 
Carefull:'~l put in a::L o ng 'flfi"Cn cutting < pa:':.t.1;..c!,-~111 _.e:a.cning to sew 
on a machine , were s uch thing'S a s the "Ot:e 3.~rid frt.:mchiseo what 
i t me a ns 0 what· the word citizen means. I would q L ,,e one lecture 
t h e n ext t o the last d ay. Training was abouL .£~::.ve days lv.19'& 
one hour a day. I t ' s the only time I officia L.y spoke to 'Che 
group who were liv i ng and e ating in our house s . It wa 
g e neral l y on wha t USAI D was t h e r e for- ·-what the handclasp me ant o 
:r:: also gave the lis t of commodities which we.ce not t.o b e sold 
and those 'which could be so l d on t h e impo rt pro9ram . They were 
both sent with the handclasp and peopl e could n 't tell the dif
f erence. They were always b e i ng a c c u sed of blackmarketing a.nd 
didn't realize why. Th e y could n ; t understand why we dis tribut:ed 
s ome thing that we were v ery c a re ful about. Af t er cla s hours 0 

in bu ll sessio n s and private conversations 0 we beg a n to kn .. w 
these women " I n these follow-u p sessions we p u rsued the counter
insurgency trend . And e v entually. from a collection of 
provinces that I h ad expanded to after a number of months I 
formed a leader ship group 0 picking from the province ' chiefs and 
the d ifferent areas . It was a discussion- type affair . They 
were delighted to learn some leadership techniques 8 because for 
the most par t they didn ' t know how to ge t along with other 
women. They didn ' t know wh at to do about jealousy in groups , 
what to do about ambit ious women , skilled women wh o weren't 
b e ing u sed 0 etc . 

Th e most importa n t thing I think we d i d i n this program was 
that as we designed it, we really lived it out. We published 
all the mat erial 0 complete 0 in a packet-- e v e rything from 
menus 0 from a n y word anybo dy utte r ed on t h e stage 0 demonr 
strations op ictures went into these packets . They were 
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available to people who once having attended the session might 
want to produce their own session with or without any Americans 
a~ound or any real province agents, with maybe only district 
agents, like the rural health district man instead of the 
province man. This was exceptionally good, not the way we 
would like to do things , but the only way they seem to feel 
close. Unless they had all the material right there to use, 
t hey were afraid to venture forth. I was amused that at their 
audiences they rarely mentioned that they d i d not develop it, 
but just proceeded to take t h e admiration and respect that came 
aft er the program. So this was significant. You have to start 
where they are. This is tradition, this is the way things have 
been done; we had lectures and , things published on a piece of 
paper for people to read. We are also cutting the words down 
to very simple things so they could understand them. I noticed 
that women who would sit in on the lectu res were unused to con
c entration or listeni ng fo r mo re than f i v e to ten minute s on 
anyt h ing other than da i ly routines, t h at they found it very h ard 
to follow. At the res t period a fter l unch, t h e normal siesta 
time , everyone was reading lectures they heard that morning . 
Th is was accomplished with real uneducated rural women in 
Vie t nam. I think it's important to use this approach because 
t hey a re not able to take it all in. Th ey hav en ' t been t o 
school at all in 18 years . They barely read and write. our 
requirement was that you could read, but we had many that r eally 
suffered, because they couldn ' t read a whole lot~ Very often 
you'd get one woman who , was a bad reader and possibly two:, 
t hree or four more. You didn ' t say anything because this i s 
what you meet in the villages all the time. We ask these women 
i f they can read and they say "yes." When a newspaper ventures 
into the village, one woman reads it and they all listen . 
There is about 50 per cent illiteracy among women in Vietnam. 
They do have literacy programs but they promised us, of course , 
to carry .them out among themselves. It depends upon the rich 
ness of the province, how much their budget allows them to 
carry on these programs. The budget for literacy on the 
national level has been very, very low-- it's been zero the last 
couple of years. You can check that but I think it's been very 
little. 

I think the people want to learn to read . They do not want to 
admit they can't. We've learned in the literacy phase that 
picture methods and a lot of methods used on television with 
pre-school children are perfect. This didn't insult them at 
all. I talked to the young girls about organizing classes with 
the older women but they couldn't get the older women to come 
forth and admit that they couldn't read. A simpler way where 
they can almost teach themselves is t~rough packets of literacy 
materials. In the local primary school a private teacher 
volunteered to help me with the first initial class. She did 
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a great deal of work " She made packets of literacy materials 
for these women,who were district chiefs' wives or civil 
service wives. They would not have made them themselves, they 
wouldn't bother. We would produce the program or we'd tal,k 
their husbands into giving permission to produce such a prog
ram out in the district. Eventually then we were able to take 
the program on trucks to the districts . And we took the pigs, 
t h e animals, the sweet potatoes, and qll the beds and tables 
and food--everything loaded onto these enormous trucks which we 
commandeered from USAID. These sessions were attended by 
USAID as well. I think this program demons t rated a real need. 

We just did a follow~up after the five-day class. We stayed 
up there about two weeks and visited the homes of the girls who 
h ad · been in our classes. This proved to be real vital .and 
accepted by the people . The philosophy would be then not t o 
g·c to Saigon 1, that wou ld be dangerous for a s :i ngle g i _:rl , . Hut 
-co be able t o g o to something not very f a r: away was a . d ifferent 
story. Many of the men came t o our sessions and stood .at the 
back and listened to the whqle .th,ing ~ .. Al) .. ' th~ .pa~plflets ·:anQ.. ·· .. 
everything that was taken home . w~:i :·l (:,bked<bve'r:J'.)y ~~1~§ry : ffi.~h.· ·"·-... 
who wanted to know what his wi f e or his daug-hte r :was up to . · I t 
proved to be a wonderful week lacking in mono tony ,1 · a chance t o 
get away from the house and gossip, and so forth. We had 
cooking sessions, pattern-making sessions , and all the films 
produced by the education department and h e alth department in 
Vietnam, which were very good. There we.re many simple films. 
We ran something like 25 to 30 after each s chool five - day ses
sion that we had. They ' ve never seen so many movies in their 
life, they just loved it . Visua l a i ds alway s are easy, and 
v ery acceptable . We even ran travel films a t night; they were 
tired by evening but they would come to class anyway~ They 
gained a lot of prestige, they were personally seen b y the 
province chief, and he shook their hands, or by the doctor in 
t h e area or districtu or the rural h eal th man ; they met 
officials who they could next week go down and meet on a real 
honest basis. our school gave them a reason sometimes to 
pursue things they had been afraid to do before. 

The men were quite wary at first, but eventually the word 
spread--that's all. Everything was looked over, we never 
mentioned the VC. The south has many a son in the VC, the 
local support is well known. Many girls sitting in my class 
were VC. we never mentioned that. We talked about citizen
ship, we talked about women's roles. We talked about the new 
Vietnam, the future Vietnam, Vietnam among- other Asian nations, 
"Vietnam is going to come up like it has been in the past." 
we talked about better ·health6 ·better .life for our families, 
for our communities--all which we were pushing for the cause 
of democracy. The VC could find no complaints for this was 
wh at they were saying- as well. We said nothing openly about 

4 



them and no lecturer wh o appeared on the so-called stage that 
was set up was permitted to mention this6 I had a briefing 
session with all of them to explain our reason for this 9 that 
the women were too vulnerable and this is. true. The VC very 
often visit these women o I noticed you asked me here about 
thi s 0 because I never remembered anything they produced in 
propaganda aimed at the women ·; but I remember that when the men 
were in the fields , they often visited with the women at home 
ehreatening them for rice 8 saying they will take their children 
and often did take the child o There was a l ot of this, and 
these women were just too vulnerable. This is a whole new 
approach for an American to have. The agents or government 
were delighted because it meant that they weren't going to get 
any help. But I frankly think that the minute you start in on 
t h e enemy you put a whole negative approach on your course of 
action 0 an d at this time it ' s not the answer . Because if you 
want t o fi nd holes 0 di s crepanc ' es in y ou r e n e . Yn y u r e n e .,1 an 
t u rn around and can find h o l es and discrepan c ies in y our loca l 
gove rnment·-- i n t h e very t h "n g y ou 0 re tryin g to support 1 whi cl: 
far exceeds wh at h e h as gotten into . Th e VC o f f icials are 
loyal workers and far morededicated t h an any l ocal people . So 
I don ' t bel i eve the situa tion a s i t exi sts •. t h en or nowo i n 
Vietnam is one where you can do an ant i ·-prc g ramo A pos i tiv e 
program is what you need. 

As long· as nothing was said about the VC the neighbor who 
went with you to the program and who you knew very well had a 
brother in the VC 8 and therefore was on the spot as to wh at 

· s tand to take; you could never say that y ou learned someth' ns · 
she d i dn ' t learn or that you were an agent and so forth . I was 
the only Amer i can in viewo I wore Vietnamese cloth es o I ate 
with the girls. By the time I gave t h e hour ' s lecture I spent 
four day s wi th them 0 sitting and eat ing· with t h em and d iscussing 
wh a t the Vietnamese approved of . Amazingly the y had ceased t.o 
pinch me and consider that I was d ifferen t o I was now s ome one 
they said, "Hey 6 why don ' t you teach us how to cook something 
American a or can you sew clothes America~ style . " I showed them 
paper patterns and this kind of thing. This disassociated me 
as being a wicked government advisor . or a very brainwashed 
government advisor. 

' Th e people weren ' t leery towards Americans 0 just curious. There 
wa s very little animos ity . I thi nk the anti-Americanism that 
exi sts now was non- existent then . It never is as great in the 
rural section as in Saigon . But e of course, in those days there 
were only a . few of us 0 a USAID man with his familyu myself and 
this girl . Some were leery of me because I'm so different and 
they ' re not u sed to that. Many of them have never seen American 
women's cloth es before ;, They thought my blue eyes very unusual. 
But the fact that I · a t e e very day with them and obviously 
r el i shed it (I got fat t er and fatter) meant a great deal to 
t h ese peasant people . My teachers who we~e from the various 
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government agencies or Saigon did not sit with me. Everybody 
took a different ~ound table at each meal. The $tudents im
mediately decide what table they should sit at. and always 
revisited it, with their little cliques and so forth. They 
didn't get to meet as many students as they would have possibly 
likedto but they met a lot of different teachers . This is very 
important. I trained as part of my teaching staff, my cooks, 
my boy (assistant) who ran the films, the gardener, anybody who 
was from the place, because people who asked them questions may 
have had more of an. open ear to hear the real reason for having 
a program. These people had a real understanding and were ve~y 
much for it becguse they understood the program thoroughly. 
They came.to staff meetings and they were part of tpe group. 
Believie me when we went out in the district they proved it to 
me, I know. 

The time I spent establishing rapport and getting the, ideas 
across was well spent . The servants ' group at my -place. proved 
to be a help in setting up a . p;rogram in the . field; 'fhf3y ·had an 
amazing ability tp get the ~hing rolling. I just:, fe~l pertain 
it was because ·they .were in :'orr': everythfng :and•:-the~/ :::felt! · . :tik~ 
they were dqing their job-:-really contributing . It allowed the 
rest of us to be free to do other things. They .ate after we ate 
but very often one of .us ate with them because someone was al
ways late. The final dismantling of the school and moving on-: to 
another district always took about two days . we developed ·a 
real definite pattern for loading the trucks because we had 
beds and tables which we had to use, and animals that we could 
only put on at the last minute, a big boar, a cage of· rabbits, 
and a case of hybrid chickens which could be bought locally 
from a hybrid chicken farm near us. I had a numbe~ of baby 
rabbits that could be given away . if ' necessary. we had cuttings 
which we used to get our fresh sweet potato cuttings from for 
the last day. Each person went home with a cutting of a sweet 
potato to be planted. We worked qll kinds of gimm~cks like the 
army bringing t~e$e cuttings to us and everybody wo~dered how 
we managed to do it. NACC:Ogave us little bags of fertilizer 
for each p~:i;:son. They also had some vegetables to go with it 
by that time. There were pamphlets, books and each girl got 
enough mater~al for a blouse because she had lea;rned how to 
make one anO. ~ade it hersel,.f. sever~l ' bal!rels of 'cl.0th, or · big 
seabags of 'cloth, came to me by mistake. They had been off
loaded at Saigon port and given to AID and AID didn't know what; 
to do with it. And someone said, "Well, if it's cotton 
material probably she will know what to do with it," and I sure 
did. It lasted through I don't know how many sessions. But, 
traditionqlly, if you go t;o a school session of this type for 
adults you've got to take home some rewards to show it was 
worth your time. The cloth was fine. 
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Th e r e was no charge for attending· the school session o We e ven 
pa.id bus fare or we paid if y ou rented a bicycle from someone . 
We d i d n o t overpay 0 we did not give a g rant of money o We 
figured out meticulousl y to the mile hew fa r you ' d come on t h e 
bus [/ and that's t h e money you got backo To make a profit you 
m.erely d i dn " t. have t o pay o Th e province g r a.nted me t h is money a 

not. USAID ; I had no money from US.AI D at al L I h ad to t a lk t h e 
pro'l:_r ince chi ef into gi·ving me so mu c h money. 

We had to s tare with t h e provin c e offic ia:::..s 0 wives beca·u.se y ou 
mu s t work throug·h you r a uthorities ' s y stem and it must have 
the ir approv al before anyone e l se will dare t o attend . Our 
f:irst session was aimed at t h e province civi l servants c the 
prov ince chief 3 s w.ife 0 and the province c ivil se r v ants of the 
hl..qh level and tho se people broug·ht in from the outside , or 
district chiefs " wives 0 or mid- wives or influe ntia l women de
pendi~s en the area . 

The d i s"t:r .ict chiefs we r e asked t.o selec"' L.he womenu I got many 
girls tt~at weren 1 t much use a n.d would:G -- do anyt hing i n t he 
f u':..ure en this . But 0 o f course 0 I r~a.d t o accept what was chosen 
by t.he d istrict: chi e fs w!2o were a l l rn ili-tary cap~ains a:r.d 
there f ore h adn t had too much educa_ion. Thi s one thing, t. at. 
the y were allowed to chose women f rom the ir d istricts to c ome 
t o my original program meant a great dea l when we got to t h e 
t.i me wh e r e we wanted to ask them if we could bring them to the 
d istrict program; they thought t h e y were i n on it 8 that they 
h a d chosen. They were invited a n d t h e y came a n d the r e was a 
big party for them 0 and the province chiefs h ad r e a s on t.o see 
all the d istrict c h iefs . I worked this out wi"t:h them because 
I thought this was important . 

We h ad t o plan carefully yet the planning· could only come really 
at t h e end when you had 6 sort of 9 tried to sl ip through wh at 
was tra d itiona l and what would be expected and what ought to be 
included so that people would feel at home . Then we would 
i nject a few things like paying for the transportation--that ' s 
an American c.oncept. The Vietnamese finally did this because 
t h ey realized that other than the district chiefs ' wives, the 
people wh o came t o the sess i on were real hamlet people and they 
d i dn't have the money for it and they realized that. 

Our first session was held in Tra Vinh at thi s l arge house. We 
could bed down about 30 at a time, and we had sixty coming to 
our sessi.ons o A l ot of hamlets that were nearby 0 a half mile 
or so . The girls b icycled in an d had a l u nch with us and 
spent t h e afte r n oon and rode back. befor e it go t too dark . The 
peop l e were from areas wh ere they could not travel back and 
forth all t h e time; it would hav e been too obvious 0 or something, 
if the y were allowed t o spen d the nigh.t o Usually 0 we planned 
on 60--30 who were s ort of day students an d 30 wh o we kept with 
us boarding al l the time . 
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It was interesting in Vinh Binh because more than half . of the 
villagers are Cambodian. And so we had _ a hi.gh_ .. mix.ture of Cam
bodian o When I held the first session, the distri.ct chiefs' 
wives session, I filled the room with women from ne.arby 
Cambodian hamlets.. The next s .ession we had to si:mplify the 
language because the Cambodian girl.s _reported to us that al-
though the district . chiefs_• wives might have : understood ___ all 
t hose words they didn ' t o They hav:e never studied Vi etnamese 
and it had to be .. that simple.. We made a _specific ef£.or:t to 
include this rninority.o T got~--a · volunteer assistant- who-··· 
stayed with me for a year and went out in- the dis.:t:r:icts .. with 
me. She was . the wife of .. the .1.eadin.g Cambodian· layman, and 
gave great supporto To· this day, I have been backed solidly 

· by the Cambodian minority:. 

The Vietnamese merely tol.er.a:te the · Cambodian . ma:lnl.y . .because, • you 
see .- I ch, s e +-h e hamle+ · t ;"p P ,....f 0~ · 'T'h .. :. .., '!"' - " . ..,.,,""." D...,r-
haps · she had n o educa't:J...ort . iin.d- t.b.c:y ve~-y ;;,,;ni.;...- ~· ·':J J _ ._,c,;:<:o-::t dt.;w. ~ 
on. her , which she expected anyhow T;:fl vr, l.y :::1 .' ,, , •;·:.L~::.y· ."'ver 
worried about was my Cambo.d.1.an ass ;_s:r.~a.r. r: ,. ·who "'-... s. J:-<:.~.:.:1_ .. \, J.c::.t.na -
mese f and speaks excellent Cambod1.an and . exlX .' _tJ' .. '.:'-. V:..etn:a~nese ... · 
Therefore , s h e is envied b y a let or: t :-ie wome< r.:nf:. threaced 
her way . throu.gh same v ery d.i:ff 1 cult. g . .:..-.)1.lP- £..~s::: ...... c:n.a . ......r1,_ a mos ~
diplomatic fashion . . She did · very , -very we :l:i. S: .. e. married a.n 
engineer who come$ from. one ... oL the-. riches r.;. Cc.~Tu:io:J.i _an £ara:r.:.i.j.e s 
in the whole area. __ He . doesn.' :t: hav e any . mone y beco.....s.e. :c~e .gives 
it a ll .. away -c.o the Cambodians to he l p t hem improvi.;. !.::1.emsE:.Lve s. 
He is a very dedicated. Bud dhis:L e l der ,, _Peop.l.e.we.c.e_ a.:ma:zed t h at 
she would go out . and s :l.eep . .on a . c anvas ._ co-c _ and_ .:. .c. a:[ w~z.h ·::x;.:, i n 
the districts, and _ she did it . ov e r _ and _ over _ e1.ya.:i. .. 1, Jr .. e did .:i..t. 

when she was very . pregnant and I worried about. her rlding o. l ong 
in a jeep . 

I had a Vietnamese _ assistan±: too ~ . . The origin.al i n:r.er.pre-;::-er .1 
got told us she didn .. ' t._ like __ to . s t ay _ out_ so . l ong, pos.si.hi y b e ·-

. cause she Is a Saigon . girl_ .. I .- recruited. an _ assistant. from- the 
area, a tea ch er. She ... was .. o:ut·_ of . a . job, _and _ this _ proved · to .be 
much better. _ Her . l.anguage., .. -.her. knowledge . of . the_ area .. , _ .. . and the 
fact that her _ father was. a_.principai ~ of _ a :. high:._ :s:cho.o:L,::: :made : 
her pretty well accepted ... . . L found _ that _ she. -had:. l.i:ttle:.need · 
for the . niceties of Saigon..., . . She -didn-'t -have . an~- preconceptions 
of what . this training ... should:_ be. _ So_ I_ trained - her._ and: ~she: 

proved to be so _ valuable _ that .. the _ next_ year :: when we _. spre:ad-·to . 
other provinces .. she would: .check. on . the -. sessions.- tha±; w:exe"~ going 
to be held in . a _ prorin.ce ~-- _. She would _ go_ to _ one· _ pro:vince:::an:d I 
would go . to another .•. In .:. ar.eas .:. where :. I .. . could _ s.pealc.En:g.lish- or 
I could be . sure . my Vietnamese .. could . be _ unders.:tood .. b.¥ - tire~ people 
I would _go. and . she _would . go to.the : ones ~ I - feit.we~ both ~ should 

go to . She eventually got to a point where she could handle 
it herself. 
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I was a t t h e end of my t o u r wh e n the program was d i sso l ved by 
t h e d ire c t o r 0 bu t I was ask ed t o s t a::t· on to try a n d h e lp c lean 
t., p t h e ir u r b an pro gram ., As a r esu.lt 0 I r e maine d about sev en 
month s l onger i n Saigc :n t h a n expe cted o 

Th e pro9:rarn wa s se t -:;.::1.p t o b e an ongoing)' tt:~i~i9' ., J u s t b efo r e I 
l e f t Sa:i g o n th.is t i me 11 on.e o f my . o l d coc ks came in and s aid 
that t h i s Camb ,.,,d ian assistan t wanted s ome mate rials f r om me t o 
r em.in d h e r ab ou t what we h a d do n e a n d s h e wanted t o c ont inu e 

h i s maybe in t h e Camb od:' .a n g·r ou.ps h e r self o In o u r p:r·ovince 
it we nt down t o d i s trict lev e l a:nd farther mL We d i d a lot o f 
f o ll ow u p " We wou ld ca ll women in who had b e e n our s t u den t s 
f o :r. o n e d ay sessions from t.h.e d i s trict. h av e a b i g l u n ch and 
e n terte1.inment 0 and s ome d .i s c c;.ssion abo u t what t h e y we re u s h 1g " 
Now the program was based o:n wh ;s.t a woma :r::.0 an i n d i v i d u a l s tudent o 
c o u l d do f o r 'her cc mmun i t.y .ins t e a d o f J C.s t 'he r :f a.mi l y ; wha t 
.fC'._ .,,, ,,_ .. ,·. e r "'·""'·'.,.., -.. , . ,~. d 1·.·r: '"'< . .... , ,a ..::i ·.- - .. ·~ --r · - ' · - ... _.... ::: . --
- v . j., ·X' > ' - ................... ".'::'. t:::. - · '·' •. . • 0 .1 ' ...l -i • 

f a re o \,/b~at. s ]:e w ·~. l d r,e a~:--le i:.r a c 1
• Liff ' . .. -:.::.. - ·~·'.,., ... · .. .... ~.: .. s ::.n~· -::·~~e 

me n t.o s t a r t t h .i.:n3 s o iTrI=> r.c·,. : .~s· t.'".'._l:r. .:: .? ::..- : ":·~ .. ,.;;~ f ~ .... ·: J e-ts, 
hetter i .n g· of the s chool. G r ..... :i . t e:r:·a ..:~y t. .:oe:r:: s ,, e "' Jvrc s : .. .t.:~ 
b e c ause this i s t r a d it.i.-::;nal r 0 .: e-. t .h.:sn .. t.·'-::.e "~ ... Tc .. ~. :,. J.;;;;;:;c::~·~c:.~ .e ·.;:· ;,<;,n 
i r '"'·n b ·:··t' ·t"e :r""'ly ·and ·v· .. ·e r ···· q• .. ·' et· Al s c: }· e . ...,-. · ,. :~i ·,:·:"0 ·(·,,r ... ~-· s ··, •;,.-,,._:.: l d '-" u. . .a.... :t -. .. · ~o J...- ,.._.. c~ ..... . :::i ..... -.. .... , · ·· ···~ · ··::; C .l.t:.:: .,,.." .... - -

h a v e b e en e n tire l::l unac c ep ~: <5!.bl e 2.f ter t r:.e c..:::-~·"Ce s r~ L"'i-·e p:re~ra:m o f 
Madame Nhu " Madame Nh u' s i.dea .,,~·1a s to m.;r e c.c l e ss t..b.r OC.I\' cf\MC.} 

t h e t rad i t i onal r o le 0 c u t do·w:n the c e l l a rs . an.d :no t b e t; r ad 1.
t.ion al Vietnamese . Wh i le t h e women a r e v·ery i n.fl. u.e:nt i a i on t h e 
men 0 the men did n o t buy t h e Vie t namese '·•Tr-:,me n cho.:n.g·i ng· h e r 
a ppe aran c e r ole o So o u r ph i l o s o ph y was +;~'.at ;:·1,2.ey shu~ · d r ema in 
t rad itional a n d opera te accord.ing· l y ~-·.rc.c:ill d :id ye;,. g·e t t hir'.s·s do n e 
for you r fami ly~ t h rou9 h your r e lat :i \?es 0 ym.;, r b u.st.a n d o:.c y o .;.:r 
bro t h e l;' o r what e v e r 0 and ·.how c ou l d y u ci. comp lis''.'1 Lh .ing·s fcn:-
t h e c ommu ni t y i n t h e s ame wa yo One of the ir; t e :.ce:s·Lin9 expe r.L 
me n ts t h at e ventua l ly b e c ame a v i ta l par · o :f t'h e p:r·cig-:ram wa s a 
f i eld trip 0 s e n d ing two o r t h.:ree ,;,;omen int c t !.:;· e n e arby \Ji l l ag-e s 
to observe h e ir n eeds o On the .firs t t :r:ip t h.s g»lr ls didn ' t see 
anything o By the third they had l e arned to c ome b a c k and say , 
"Di d y o u see t hat b ridge? I think it s h ould b e r eplaced," o r 
"I t could be wi de r " O :(' "Why do the y h a v e s uch a p o o r well 
s y s t em" ·--t h e y b e 9an t o s ee things o The n the y s aw themselves 
tha t the y had lea r n ed to see and a ll t h at wa s wro hgreally wa s 
t h e l a c k of unity o Th e y ' r e all v e ry aware o f i t but t hey ' re 
afra i d to do a nyth i n g a bout i t b e c a u se the y d i dn 't k now h ow to 
see o You h a d to learn t o see ab ou t oth e r pe o p l e firs to Yo u 
h a d to l earn t o b e able t o look o u ts i de you r own area . 

We h ad good suc ce s s with o u r sel f ·-help p r o jec t s o I thi nk our 
p r o gram i mp.r oved b ecau se we chan ged i t e v e r y time; wh en we 
.imp r o ved it . we learn ed " Th e end session 0 o f course 0 pro duced 
the mos t . But o ne v e ry no t able examp l e the y c all a b ao ..§.fill.o 

a mate r n i ty c l i n .ic 0 whic h was cut ma ny ki l ome t e r s from the town o 
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The district town was electrified but the maternity clin·ic~' · to 
which all the women of the town had to go to h ave their children, 
was not. The children were delivered by the ·aid O'f light from ker
osene lamps. The women got an idea that they could talk t h eir 
brothers into help i ng t h em erect cement poles to carry the lines 
down t o the clinic o The district chief said if they would 
erect the poles he would be responsible for the fu~ds from the 
electr~fication. A pole is a very expensive item because of 
the cost of cement. However 0 the cement was donated by USAlD 
as long as the people wou ld work . We built the forms and 
pou red the cement " The young boys began to tease the girls and 
saida "Gee, what would you do wi"j:;pout us, you really can 1 t do 
anything." They reacted in a very western fash ion which I 
thought was funny because instead of a9reeing with the boys, 
which most Vietnamese women would, they said, "All right, we·' 11 
do it. If you don't want to help us , don't, but we ' re going to 
do i t ourselves ., " A .d the girls r:;::i.rr;, f"'d the s e .... ,.., · ng"" on ..._heir 
shou l ders down t o the a r ea wh e re the y .had to lay them on · the· 
road, until it led t o the maternity cen t e r . . Then ther e was the 
p rob lem of them be i ng haul ed and h o isted .in an upright position. 
Becau se of the great b ravery in shouldering these po les the 
older men in the a r e a c ame · to their de fense . Then e v e rybody got 
in the act and t h ey ere c ted these po l es and cemented them in 
the holes and the bao san has l ight today. They could s ee the 
i mportance in the ligh t 0 and they decided on this t h emse lve s. 
Now the mid,wife was very influential and v~ry powerful--.. she was 
all they had . They all had to begin wi th her a .d she k new it. 
She was a very strong amazon o f a woman with a weak8 little 
f unny husand--he trailed after, her al l the time . My assi s tant s 
and I spent many sessions with her try ing to win he r ove r 
s howi ng her that she should cooperate . Fi n ally, in t h e las t 
day s 9 she gave them all a dinner at the maternity cl i n i c , and 
cooked it for them--she was a very noted cook . She c ou ldn 't 
have done anything more for the Vietnamese " 'I'h.i s · i s better t han 
any kind of pay " They love a feast " Th i s is h ow they e njoy 
themselves. This is the essence of pleasure in the south. They 
all thought she ' d really done the right thing. However, this 
created problems later when we had another group help cement in 
s ome sidewalk area and put in a door for the women's bathroom. 
At that time, women had to get up out of bed after having just 
had a child . and go outside by a cirGuitous route to go to the 
bathroom. The midwives' idea was to cut a door through so they 
could go directly out and to the back. She finally did this 
with the help of the young people, but the district chief by 
that time was saying to me, "Look, no more projects, I'm too 
involved." It was amazing what could be done. The girls rec .... 
ognized their power yet they did all this very ladylike. 

It's interesting that they chose a maternity clinic though. In 
other areas we talked the men into bridges. It was very common 
for a father, an uncle or someone to come up to me when I was 
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out on a follow...lup tour, and say 9 "My daugh ter says it would be 
possible for our '-, area to widen that bridge . If we wanted to do 
it we could ask the district chief for help . Is that really so?" 
And I'd say 9 "Sure, it ' s so . " ' hen I would perform the usual 
role of an AID person. As liaison I would drag t h e district 
chief out there the next day or drag the father into the district 
chief 1 s headquarters , and provide the transpo rtation or the 
courage for him to go ou t. However, we were willin g to do this 
because by that time there were distric t teams 0 and each district 
team had available certain experts (adv isor s , Americans, and 
t he district chiefs). The district team took over the project 
till they thought they were finished. The teamers were very 
we l come in the areas where this had happened . It provided a 
sense o f accomplishment. Their sick calls were well-accepted 
and they were especially accepted in military areas where projects 
h ad been done. It was the team itself that was working as a 
coilnterpart to the setup of the di stri-L ~~i e£ , T- ~~0 a ~ ~ 

w" ere the maternity clinic is 0 wh e r e we " d done t~: e mo s t work r, t ' ey 
r e a lized their greatest s ucces s . Th e '1' i :n9 i s t'.r:,'5\t we had a 
number of projects but when we moved out of the p.co-vince and went 
a l ong the region we were able to do less . 

The a9e level of the women I was working with v aried. Th e bulk 
may have been around a certain age 0 maybe in t h e middle 20s , . 
unmarried and free to come. But we had many , many married women 
and many older women who just wanted to qome , wh o said to the 
district chief, "Why not send me?" I found they al l got along 
very well. There's not this clash in the rural area t h at you 
find in the States on thinking and so for th, not n ear the cilash 
you' d expect. Not the clash of ages, they got a long very wel lo 
ate and slept together, had very few problems o Whe n t he older 
woman had moments of experience, they 'd want to s h are it wi th 
other people. The girls were most acceptable to th i s. We had 
age groups anywhere from 18 on up, and we did h a v e that grou p 
because they were out of school and free. We also h ad a good 
proportion of other age groups--in the 30s and then maybe in the 
SOs-- it's very hard to know their ages. There was a real cross 
section as far as ages were concerned. 

I lectured one hour in the rural school we ran. It was generally 
on the fourth day. I only talked about the meaning of USOM and 
the handclasp and why Americans were in Vietnam. Then I went 
on to ask how about the women--what role are we going to play 
in society. I told a story with pictures to them about a great 
huge elephant. He was all tied down with many stakes and he was 
crying. Then a tiny little field mouse comes along and sits up 
on h is haunches and says, "Mr Elephant a Mr. Elephant, why are 
y ou crying?" I could tell this in Vietnamese, not well 6 but I 
used to act it out and speak the voice for t h e mouse. The 
women particularly loved it. I would lumber around the stage 
a s an elephant trying to pull myself loo se. I said, "I'm tied 
down . Some hunters had tied me down and I was c aught." The 
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mou se said to me . "Can I help you?" I said , "How can a small, 
small mouse like you help a great king of the beasts, i t isn ' t 
possible ." The mouse said 0 "I can call my relatives . " All the 
r e latives come from the village and u ntie the ropes. The 
hunters are h eard returning 6 and see that the elephant is free. 
Eve r after 0 whenever a mouse wanted to cross over to another 
isl and or wanted to go through diffi cul t t erra.in 0 the elephant 
always carried him on h is back . Th en across the board , I had 
a second elephant drawn 9 crying on the board . We created tears, 
and t h en I sa i d , "In this s t ory who is the e l ephant? " Then I 
saide "Who are the mice?" 

This is one of t h e things Madame Nhu wan t ed them to do, to be 
very aggressive, but to be very quie t and accomplish great 
things by learning together . So thi s is what I see. We went 
o n field trips to see what could be done and on. the first field 
tr:ip o r two we cou l dn' i:.: s Pe <.=my+.h.i :rv? . rriJ-H,~ ,"' r-·~~r- ./ - ·rPn.~ st:".l . ...-7 i na 
to sayo "Why don "t those people fix thi s and why weren ' t they 
e ventua l ly able to s e e the se need s in their mv.n yillage. But 
somehow it was alway s e asier. to spot in another · vil l age. I 
used to help a n d my as s i s tant used t o help also " One other 
thing, there 's always much more wrong with another v illage than 
your own. Now when the y go back and are a l one without me or 
wi t hout my assistant looking on a t hen t hey'll d iscuss the ir own 
problems. 

We showed them how to do things very q uietly through t he au
thority system and through the men . Th i s they liked very much. 
This is the way they work all the time. They just hadn 't 
realized they could do it , or t h ey didn't realize it was their 
obligat i on. I constantly went back to the two thi ngs I f o und 
i mportant to them. At one of these sess i o ns wh en I was t elling 
a story I mentioned the word "citizen ," saying that y ou have 
to be women citizens. Citizens that have to be acting as 
citizens and be supporting the conununity in the c itizen ' s ro l e, 
and t hen this little girl put her hand out , and she said, "I 
don't know what that word is you're using, I don't know what it 
means." I then found that in the corner of the room where she 
was there was about nine of them sitting there and none of them 
knew what it was, nor did a lot of people in the room. So off 
the top of my head as I mentioned yesterday, I said, "Oh, a 
citizen is five things." And out came all the notebooks and 
they copied down the five things a citizen is. My assistant 
ran to the front of the room looking at me like "What have we 
got here?" It was a real thrilling experience for us because 
i t scared us to death. we had all kinds of guilt feelings . 

I provided AI D with some materials that show the kinds of things 
I was giving to them, that we need to have along with this tape 
transcriptiol'lg and I just want to get thi s on the record . I 
wanted to show by doing this that we used subjects that were of 
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interest to them, that I sort of tried to learn from experience 
over previous days spent with them. Things like civil rights 
and taxation, a few of these were brought in by various ways. 
The bulk of the work we did for t h e cause of citizenship edu
cation or community organization or counter- insurgency--we did 
o n a b u ll session bas i s . We got past t h e "How are you, How old 
are you" stage . We talked about other things. The course it
self stressed more nutrition and health improvement than 
po litical education . It had to be very subt ley done because 
t h e vc sat in our audiences all the time . I had made one 
request of 'all the people that they try to be as kind to the 
women as in their approach to the men so that they didn't scare 
them off. We were trying to reach as many people as we could. 
These women wouldn't have been safe at all . They wouldn ' t have 
been able to operate and my program wouldn ' t be able to go on; 
there would have been no program because we would have been 
labeled immediately. There wa s this h e a r)' home i .mprovement ~ 
home arts, farmlife improvement subject ma terial that pretty 
wel l covered up the subt le polit i c a l a ppr o ach -·- s uch things a s 
seminar reports, discussion of issues , etc. 

I think leadership training of some fo r m f o r bo t h groups , u rban 
and rural, would be advisable. A league of women voter s coul d 
play this role very well and could disseminat e informatio n o n 
h ow to choose a leader , how to vote , what ' s t h e u se of franchise , 
t his kind of thing. It would be a subject to be used as a 
subtle way of getting a leadership quality technique over to 
them. Because if you just sit them down and preached then you 
wouldn't get very far. We had approval at one time to carry 
t he urban women in a big private or military plane to the resort 
area of Vung Tau. Of course, this was prior to its occupati on 
by the military. There the women could havethree·day weekends 
in the big villa donated by somebody . It was a real joy, a 
relaxing experience. We knew we were going to slip this leader
ship thing in very, very quietly. However 0 we lost approval 
of this project even though it was an excellent idea. It would 
have been great fun to go on, and a lot of them wouldn't have 
a chance to go to Vung Tau or on an airplane and so forth, 
because they're not used to accepting things. We were going to 
have women leaders from other countries to live with us and 
talk, not in .my presence but in the presence of others. The 
idea was to get this leadership thing over very subtley as a 
kick-off to follow up techniques. It's all got to be like the 
teenager--it's got to be fun, you've got to eat, you've got to 
have a present to take home, or else they don't enjoy it. You've 
got to act as adolescents. 
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Pers nal Afilustment~ob and Living Conditions 

I mov ed to t h e province two weeks after I got to Vietnam. The 
province chief met me at t he airport and said 0 "You know there 
is no h otel that's ~eally a good place for you to stay 0 so 
won 1 t you c ome to my h ouse?" So I moved in with the province 
chief and his wife and their seven children and nine dogs. I 
lived with this couple :for thr ee month s. It was my introduction 
to Vietnam 0 and no doubt t h e best one could have. I learned to 
eat practically every foo d in · t h e south 0 probably because the 
wife was very chubby and . :iked to eat very much . It seemed her 
main aim in life was to s h ove it into me" 011r ability to com
municateu h ers and mine 0 was limited and only in Vietnamese . I 
would speak in English 0 b t not in advanced English p to the 
prov ince ch ief a t nig'.b. t wh en h e came h ome a So we contented our
selves wi th getting to know foo ds and mo ved on from there as my 
\ ie-<::n:~1mese .·mpr•~"".o r:J... • · ~-',, ..... + ·~ · 1-· •• -·-·r, _,.~,... ,··.·:~ •sc:" -!;- '."'· 1 ~ :::. 3 .:~ 

me a hou. se du:rin:;I· i: .... is pe riod b~:i.-c t'.hey tho u.g b.i: it was pretty 
unusua. l fo r a g i rl to wa ::1t t o \..i.ve 1) Ut there pe:rrnan ently, .:;; o 
t 'h e y del ayed l e asing the ·.:1.m..i.S E: t h i:t;.!<: :Lc.g I ' d Sfet ove r t h e idea . 
Th c,.s the h o spital i y of tb.e p .rcvince chief had t o be extended 
and t his was most graciously don e .. They kept me f or a t otal o f 
three monthso whi l e o rig'i.naLl.1 t h e y h ad on l y inv ited me fo~ two 
weeks a 

They lived o n the seccnd floor and I l ived i n sort o .f a g·u.e st 
r oom on the first fl oor right u p f r om the main d i n.ing 'h a ll. The 
r oom had a little bathroom Ci:lnne cted t o i L I a t e wi t h t h e 
family all the time. I had living on the same floor with me a 
man " At the time 0 I didn 9 t know wh o 'he was except that he did 
do a lot of things for me . I now know h e was a per sonal body
guard; h e was the prov ince chief ' s and h e subseque ntly became 
mine " As a resu lt 0 h e and I became very good friends over the 
years. He never passes through Saigon without stopping to see 
me. When I went on fi e l d trips h e a l ways went a long· and c arried 
a gun. I never realized quite what his position was. I think 
I know now - he was in the army. He studied English, and every 
now and then wo~ld come up with .a word, haltingly, but in 
reality he spoke very little. 

I have had some language training through AID--four months, 
which isn't too much . However , it was a northern dialect, and 
I was deep in the heart of the south. Also, no one wanted to 
go out on such a permanent basis. Day field trips were the 
order of the day or two days at the most or maybe three, and 
then home again " But I was planning six weeks at a time so no 
g irl wanted to volunteer. I finally got an interpreter 6 but 
for quite a while she was of little use because she'' had to live 
downtown and serv e under the province chief ' s orders. Working 
hours were much sho rter 0 returning long before it was dark. So 
I still remained alone in the house a l o t during those three 
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months. When we moved to the village and finally got a plage- ·
not too large a place, but a place that could be turned into a 
sch ool with ease. She volunteered to go and stay with me for 
the first month although she had to sacrif i ce a lot of money to 
do thiso She had recognized the need that here a person was 
pretty cut off, and that if we were go i ng to get down to 
business, and not be groping along as I had been in lear ning 0 

we could accomplish something . She fel t s h e should stick with 
me to get things off the ground. She then mo v ed across the 
s treet which was mo st valuable f or me . If s h e liv ed in AI D 
h ousing she would have to pay 35 percent, so s h e moved across 
the street and that helped. 

Observation on Vietnamese Culture 

'I'he Vietnamese love books . T1-i e r e W8 r"" •rpr::T .f"' p - -" "-'.'"' ~ +-'h"":,' ' ,,.,.,.. 
very expensive . They take great c a re of them and pass t h e m ;:m 
s i ster to brother and so f orth. Books were cne o f our pr i ·· c•]_ps.1 
rapport builders. When you want t o find out: something· 0 a11 ..,;,;;. 
do is take a book alo ng as a gi ft. Here I differ somewhat. T 
think a gift is not as good, but i t was t he pol i c:t· t h en a nd : 
had to abide by it and it did mean a lot t o the fami ly . TLE 
difficulty with the Ameri can giving s y stem is that it is over · 
done; to do this one particular time , or once in the experi t:.:nce 
with the Vietnamese would h ave been good . But wh e n it prov ed 
to be a good rapport builder we became free - and - easy giving 
them away by tons thus decreasing their value . The Vie t n ame se 
have a proverb that says that anything given away free obvi o sly 
has no value. When the rural children bring textbooks home 
they sit and · repeat everything in the book as loud as th.:=y 
can, any number of times until they ' ve learn ed it. An d eve ry
body listens and proudly points out to you that they are 
studying. So above the din we would have our conversatio n . 

I don't feel that I know the death practices, but I observed , 
in a rather low economic group of mechanics,amounts of money 
being presented to the son at the time his mother's coffin was 
placed in state. A month later .he had a big party with this 
money--feasting and drinking beer and so forth--in celebration 
of his mother's death. Then a year later I think something 
else comes. I don't know how this changes or how this differs 
from the other groups . This was in a sub-district in Saigong 
but a quite uneducated group, boys who were doing mechanics 
maintenance for the USAID warehouse. Ac t ually I wasn't invited 
but my boy was. I wen"t to the party , I saw the party, but I 
didn't stay. It's an extremely gay and 'happy time because this 
would be like the mother would -want and this is the proper way 
t o celebrate her death . He didn't miss her at all. Americans 
are rarely if ever invited to participate in this kind of thing. 
I never have been. I have been in other cou ntries, but I've 
never been in Vietnam. You'd be invited to a wedding. Also o 
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you may be invited to the ore-·month celebration and the birth of 
a child~ but not necessarily a death. 

Th ey tend to consider Amer icans outsiders . They would probably 
fi9ure you could come to a wedding ceremony and g·i ve a gift 
where you wouldn ' t be in a position or want to give a gift for 
t h e death because you wouldn ' t know the people well enough, you 
may not know the old people . They include you in a time that 
i s entirely happy, entirely in. harmony. They do not bother you 
at times of difficulty, stress , or disease. They never want 
dissention, they never want y ou to see their lives at any time 
except when it ' s strictly up and u p. They keep you on a very 
shallow basis - their friendship is shallow. They never allow 
you to share ;real dist:t"ess with them because they don ' t let yo'q 
i n that far. They have pretty shallow systems tl)emselves and 
mo re so in regards to funeral rites. Also , fate plays such a 
~:.'.eavy role h ere that they do:n 't: l oc k a t· problems as we do ~ They 
t end to accept thing·s much more r eadi ly doing nothing to try t o 
ave rt them sometimes . Preventati·ve steps are hard to se l l i n 
the rural areas to the fa rme r g r oup. I t ' s a very h a rd ide a to 
g·et across. They somet i mes wait too late because t:hey . are very 
i gnorant, but they a l so f o llow s trictly Asian habits--sometimes 
they do nothing and allow fate to handle the who l e thing. When 
it's dangerous is when you do nothi ng about anything and finally 
the problem is solved through a passage of time in one way or 
another. Then we would suffer o v e r the neglect we had per
formed, but it's entirely different in t heir viewpoint. You 
were not involved, therefore you were not to b l ame. If you 
didn't get yourself involved no blame comes to you . If you 
abstain from seeing the problem y ou cou l dn ' t say that a nyth ing 
could pass over to you. 

This is a frequent problem Americans have when they try t o find 
their counterparts in times of c risis . They always seem to be 
out of the office somehow. You see, a deci sion to become in
volved is a very hard one to make. Decisions of all kinds are 
hard,but the first one made is the hardest. If the American 
i nsists, then of course you will, and then you have to go on 
and make other decisions which is even worse. The thing is to 
avoid making that original one of getting involved. The going 
philosophy of fate supports it too. These two things are really 
strong. 

I don't think the Vietnamese have a true sense of gratefulness. 
This tends to bother many Americans. For the most part I have 
been involved with my own immediate staff and I was much more 
accepted. I was allowed 0 somewhat 0 to share some problems, but 
picking someope up from the street and this kind of thing, I 
think is somewhat wrong to expect gratefulness. The attitude 
becomes, "Well, you stepped into this role on your own initi
ative, and you wanted to help me ," and they will sometimes go 
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t h roug·h a great show of a thank-you. But a real true sense of 
g r atefu lness I don't think is there. At times there is a real 
ca l l o u sed view: 11 We l l 0 okay u so you helped me 0 you did this on 
y ou r own , I didn ' t ask y ou , I didn ' t beg you o" The Vietnamese 
don' t car e to ask or b eg. Urban people are far different--some
t i mes t h ey will ask you f o r things from the PX, for mo ney, or 
your clothes--someth ing like this. But rural people don't ask 
anybody fo r any thi ng. Th e y ''.!:e very proud and very self-su fficient , 
a n d h e doesn't wan t anybody's h elp, he never begs . The farmer 
i s self-su f f icient too 0 or h e tri es to b e . There a r e farmers 
h elping each o t her but not as g r eat . ·as in other countries-
but t h ey will , in a very practical sense, share certain things 
or get together on some things, but in a very pragmatic sense , 
not a sense o f obligation. 

There ' s a strong pattern within the immediate primary family 
a.nd the e xte n ded f2IT' i l~· v T:t:~en t o t ::2 .3·c-,m~·r2.:i. ''.:'.er de c f :r~~, ~. a"-·~~~ -
t h at e ven goes bey on d t h e ext ended family. Pa t t e rns 0£ obli~· 
g·a tion to anybody wh o i s r elated t o you e i th.er by blood or 
marriage seem to be v e ry s t rong . I t h ink t h e b ehavio r of 
children and of adults is gov e r ned b y t h e web of ob ligat ion s 
more than anything else, not by initiative, not by genu ine 
a ffection or by reasoning power, b u t by obliga tion . Their 
children are largely raised by sibling s and there's a str o n g 
pattern of benefiting those $iblings in t h e future at any time 
you can because of what they .did for you a s a chi ld. The patte rn 
a t al l cost, any benefit is worthwhile as long as i t 's kept 
within the family and will benefit the fami l y . '.Ir t hey"hea r of a 
benefit to another area they'd rather see it destroy ed or not 
u sed at all if their family couldn't benefit . There's no 
feeling bf ailowi:n g .. the other family to l i ve and benefi t i f 
t hey ' re not related to you . Jealousy may b e the most des truc-
t i ve element in their whole society. · 

They would never admi t to family feuds. Harmony was alway s 
shown to me, ·but I think there is this in the Montagnard area 
and it may be in the southern Vietnamese also. They would 
r ather say nothing about a person if they cannot say anything 
good. This is not as altruistic as it sounds, it's merely 
practical, because tomorrow ·in the unstable situation that has 
prevailed all these years that family may be in control over 
y our family by some fluke. You had better have everything in 
f ine order with them so that you can continue, if not in a close 
relationship, then in some sort of harmonious relationship. 
Proverbs and sayings of the countryside say this too. TherE)'s 
one that says, "Never use the!kind of word that would hurt 
another , " "Never use vocabulary that would hurt another," and 
a lso never say anything bad about anybody - just don't say any
thing at all. Thi s sounds so lovely but it ' s very pragmatic 
i n cont i nuing life . 
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There is some obligation to the hamlet or village, it's 
re9iopalism. If you are away somewher~ and you need someone 
from your own area i maybe there are two of you in a group of 
people f~om another area or maybe even in a foreign set~ing, 
this man has a definite stereotype of l;>eU,.efs that you imme
d~ately attribut~ to him from li~ing in that area, and you like 
being with him simply because you ' re sure that what he is going 
t o say is predic~a~le . This seems to ma~e Laos stick with 
people that are from their region because they can predict their 
beh avior. There ts so much difference in the many little sub
cultures that they fear to tread very far becaus~ th~n they're 
out of their area of predictionv and they're insecure agaiq. 
Over a broad sense, the southerIDers will stick together against 
t.he northerners or even the central people. I 4hink ·both the 
north and the south regard the ~entral people rather highiy and 
perhaps this is a good solution to some of the proQlem. 

But the north and the south have a ;t'!ea1 .· ~rtrort<j ~'. d.±~·'fi~e; ~::'i:fot ·ea:ch 
other" They have stereotype n~mes · and they have ~nJo~~am~s ··that 
aren It very lovely yet quite . true-·.-they dislike each ·:.otber ~ :· My 
i dea as a sociol,ogist on th~s ·is Stipported . pfetty ·'i gen~;trally as 
well . It's a Chinese society in . the north u H<:inoi '.or even ~own 
t o Hue area. The northerner.s riow in Saigon v~rs~'s, if · anything, 
a Hindu based . Buddhism, far more Hinqu based than .· the ·no.rthern . 
part because two hundreq · yea;rs ~go this ar~a brl,o:n,ged, }.o · ·, 
Cambodia~ and there are large clumps or groups of Cambodians 
there now. · The attitude . in the south ·normal1y , is · i:no're 'pa~sive 
than the aggressive northerner wpo wahts to loo~ . well., . w}+O w;i.1 1 
go without foo~ to dress .well or· to . get · an edticationJ. the · 
southerner. proud o.f the patches no inatte'r how· maqy therE( are I 
considers the finestr thing to happen to you in . U., flf . }s a .full 
stomach. They're not ambitious at all, being very~aught up 
in fate and a caste .... like coqe of the cla:ss ~ysteq\. · In the 
south there is a lack - <;)f. ~· mobil±ty. petw~ .the classes. · " 

Universal education wou).dn't affect the caste as much as qne 
might think. Whe.re it hits is ;right beyond tr.his whe~ you start 
to choose a vocation or occupat}on fol;' the child. .Remember, 
primary sc;hool,s are. reaq;i,ng and writing, not: muah else... They 
create little conflict. H~let scho©ls run three years. You 
can go on as far as five or six and th~n there is an exqm. As 
a matter of fact there is a quite lengthy exam a~ s:i,x. ~owever, 
few complete this in the rural area~. They would agree that 
most people should learn t0 read qqd write~ t~ey have come to 
this and have come to believe it. 'rhe northerners have this 
fierce saving qf money. The southerner laughs at the northerner 
for bein~ pale and miserly, because he will eat ~pinach which 
is two or three cents or two o~ three do~g a kilq. It has q 
certa~n ~ount but ~ot a lot of nutr.rit~on, but it is not a 
meat or an exciting food. He wil). eat this day ~nand day out 
and very little else in order to .get an education; and it'~ 
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wrong because he's too proud of it . In t h e sou th it ' s very wrong 
to be so proud of yourself or to have ambition that you will come 
up in the world. That's not t h eir place to say that at all, it's 
not their decision at all o In fact, t hat is a very egotistical 
t h ing to do; people l ook down on you if you voice ambition that 
you're going to become t h is or that. Why should you do this, why 
s h ould y ou say things, why s h ould you be ambitiou s . You won ' t 
always realize that ambition 0 so do y ou want to make yourself an 
unh appy man? Now, you know that things are much out of your 
control . Try for somet hing that will make you h appy, accept 
what you have and live along in ha rmony with it and don't fight 
i t. 

Now I recognize this from the long searchings I h ad with Hindus 
a s to being born again . If you accept your class status and 
pe rform it well and not complain, obviously your reward is the 
fact t'bat you 1 re go ir:? to b e born hic .. r'F' '"'' · ' P X -: + '""'P I ha~ 1e 
ne ver h eard this voiced in my assoc io.t i · n wi t h the people except 
on one occasion when my ass i stant sa i d I ' m a ~1ery strong 
producer 0 a very good producer o " I won der wh.a i:. y u were in youi' 
past life, in another l ife . I am s u re 7 ou wer e an angel . Th e 
question is, wh ich one?" Some weeks later s h e c ame out wi t h the 
dec ision that I'd been an Indian . This was b e c a u s e of my g reat 
rapport and real love for Khmers . My ass i s tant. d i dn't realize 
tha t I' d spent years with the Indians and c ou l d read the Khme r s 
fair ly well as a result of this . The Khme rs and I ndians I knew 
c ould live on a terribly simple basis; they owned little and 
their houses were not cramped with knickknacks and stuff. I 
think she found me fitting into this pattern . Thi s was the only 
t ime I ever heard of the idea of being born again. I knew that 
the Buddhists say this, but you don't h ear it talked about like 
you do in Hindu society or simi lar societ i es. I think there's 
much more influence there. 

There's a strong French influence south of Saigon in an entirely 
different way, and evidently this has been exerted onto the 
north . I can't precisely explain this influence except people 
don' t particularly like the French and they blame a lot of their 
feelings and ways of character on the fact that they copy them. 
They are well aware that they were highly influenced, and they 
like to tell stories against the French. The French soldiers 
we r e so horrible, they barred the door and if you left a chair 
or something outside on the porch the French would come and 
break it. They would shoot in the air or at each other in the 
s t reets . The people went home and barred the door and stayed 
till the French moved on to another area. 

On the other hand many rich Vietnamese in the south have French 
wives. Where I lived the man had a French wife, a Vietnamese 
wife o a lesser Vietnamese wife, and a small wife, and any number 
of mistresses . All of his children at times have turned up at 
my house and stayed with us. This man was written-off 
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as a man who really h ad a lot of women. The Vietnamese wife and 
the French wi!~ lived in the same house; The house is very, 
v e ry definitely about half French and half Vietnamese. Fenced 
i n 0 flowers on the walls , and stucco o but with inlaid furniture. 
The children e the daughter of the Vietnamese wife, went on to 
b e a doctor in France and married a French do ctor, quite accept
able to the Vietnamese mother . They do like ~11 southern 
peoples do--they turn r i gh t around in the next breath and say 
that they didn ' t l i ke t h e French. Yet they talk about the good 
old days . They remembered the parties that were held and the 
many 0 many French people who attended o At that time the local 
g·overnment was all French . Th e neighbors used to tell me about 
h ow they sat and listened to the music. And this man would 
bring goodies and musicians down from Saigon, all that sort of 
thing, nothing was too great--he had a lot of money. All in 
a ll 0 they were fantast i c times and whi le they weren't entirely 
:i.::-lc l1_:ded tJ::ey bene:f i +_ed by L_ :.m.. ':'hE"~Y e njoued .~~,1ling <me . 9bout 
t h o se things 0 They were the good old days. ·· · · · '::. \ -. . ·. :,. · · · 

.. _:,,:·.i ...... 
,. . . -~ · 

'There were ma:qy ghosts in th,at house as . a . re§~lA::{ q{:' $ot :~any . 
peep le 1 iv ing the re and dying the re. . Many 0 many ·pec)§l e .:., wbuf d 
no t sleep in that house. They would sleep out i n the back in 
the servant-like quarter s connected to the house but not in the 
house. These ghosts have been seen and h ear d in this house. 
Even though the fami ly was Catholic I had only one me~ber of 
tGe entire family who is a pretty great character ; she was 
qui te fearless i n the VC area in the field anp she was not 
a fraid of the ghosts. When I was ill , or on various other 
times, she took me to t h e house and st&yed, and said, "Oh, I 
know there are ghosts, but I ' m not a frai d of them." She ' s t he 
only one I know who ever said this . A lot of people were very 
afraid of ghosts. To open up one big room to use as a qlas~
room we took out an altar whi ch had closed off one door and 
made it inaccessible. I got permiss ion, .of cbtirse; . fro~ ~the 

owner to do this and they would b e SC\t isfied i .f we ?aved 
everything and transferred it to a small house on the grounds. 
But after that the people were more afraid of the ghos~s 
because the altar wasn't there. There was always a perpetual 
light burning at the altar. It was never without that light 
and the ghosts would see that. "Now you ' ve taken out the altar 
and now the ghosts won't see that, what are you going to do?" 
This was asked of me. I jus1f. said I was surprised and that in 
t h e night the ghosts were afraid of us. 

There was an old French Mother in the convent who ran an or~ 
phanage and I stuck by her because she needed supplies. She 
was a great old girl , and she was very lonely. She spoke an 
amazing amount of English which she taught herself in the last 
few years when she was close to 80. I would go and visit her. 
She and I were the only t wo white women living in the town at 
that time, and I wou ld always drop in and make a call to see 
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what supplies she needed . Sometimes we had milk and bulgur 
wh eat available. She could use the cornmeal. Generally u we 
h ad a lot of trouble getting rid of cornmeal because people 
d i dn ' t know how to use it but she knew how. She made bread, 
pancakes , cookies and fritters . She h a s gone back to France 
now to die. The people realized that I was very friendly with 
h er yet they were very surprised that a Protestant could be a 
close friend of & Catholic. 

I also donated money of my own for causes connected with any 
o f the religious organizations that people solicited to. If I 
gav e money for a new temple or something 0 or if I gave, say, to 
the Buddhists, I would at the same time send over a like amount 
of money to the orphanage, etc . 

They were very set , very narrow-minded e very self-righteous. It 
seemed to me they didn' t like anybod70 Gr~at d ivers e gro"Tps 
were able to gather at my house, so thi s i s a well-known fact . 
You see, Diem had support from the Ame r i cans u and Diem was very 
Catholic and used the Church and so f o r th. It was a gener ally 
accepted thought that the Americans mus t b e very pro-Catholic . 
I suspect the French didn't go into thi s because they were 
strong Catholics. So I had good for tune i n getting help f r om 
leaders on various sides. One of my best friends was an old 
monk; he is a very old, dear fellow, and i s still a great 
friend of mine . He had a one-section Cambodian pagoda. 

He called the civilians together at one period and said, 
"Whatever $he has in mind for you in her v i sits to y our v i l lages 
she is trying to help us get our feet so lidly planted. Even 
t hough I don't get involved in this kind of thing . I hope you 
wi ll follow her." I usually tried to ge :t the . support 
of the religious leaders before I moved i n to an area. But i n 
the case of the old monk it happened by chance . I went to 
meet him and we became friends. These leaders are individua ls. 
I think it's much better if we try to find out what kind of 
personalities they are before you initiate some blanket plan. 
People read so very well, much better than you think. You 
h ave to be sincere in your approach. 

When the Vietnamese saw the Cambodians were to have the same 
privileges as themselves they learned to play a certain role 
with them at my house. They found out I really meant that any
body was welcome there and this is the role they played. This 
way nobody got insulted. This was very helpful. There are 
a l ways these little ways to insult, you see. You pass the dishes, 
the cookies, to some.body else first and they .do this all the 
time; they just treat the Cambodians terrible. 
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I was very surprised by my friend the Cambodian monk. ae was 
extremely devoted to his Vietna~ese government and felt it 
would become better by this type of support. At the time when 
Hue was having her original probl ems , student and Buddhist up
ri sings and so forth o our prov ince was very quiet. During the 
period that Diem had to contend with the uprisings in Hue, 
Mekong organizedhis monks and they marched down ~he main street, 
a longo long march , supporting the government. And I know of 
no other place where t h is has happened. The Vietnamese said, 
"Well, you know he ' s an extremely loyal old man." They respected 

.him and especially respected this , but e veryone seemed to be 
~~ite aware that he d i dn ' t support Diem , he supported his 
government . 

This is the point that most Vietnamese aren't able to make and 
wh ere Americans oft en get h ung up . I h ad some lucky , lucky 
b~·e a~i<: s l i v i ng my fi r s t thre e month s with tee p rO\' inc e chief 
an d his fami ly (the t r u e life, y ou know) . My n e x t break was I 
h a d a second eth n i c g r ou p t here so that you could see the 
personality in the Vie t namese much mor e quick l y. I t happene d 
t o be an ethnic group that I was familiar'with. The Cambodi an 
people in Vietnam society sometimes seem to relate , i n my 
mind, at least , with things I h ad e xperienced i n Ind i a . . -The y 
live as a gro\lp, they suppor t each o ther, e t c. 

We were trying to work ou t some t h i ng· new in the province g 
c onverting soldiers into a kind of Civi l Guar d. rhese smal l 
groups were to be supported by individual hamlets . We couldn't 
get the Vietnamese hamlets to support the Civil Guard at a ll. 
We never heard anythi ng about the Cambodi an hamlets so t h e 
a dvisor finally went down to see if the soldi ers were down 
t here--if they were there , if they had ever appeared or were 
doing anyth ing, anda of course , they were t h ere. The pe op l e 
just said, "Why , it's our du ty to suppo r t these boy s . " They 
slept i n the temple , the temp l e gave them food, t:he peop l e gave 
them food and whatever they needed~-clothing, etc., and with 
great acceptance, great harmony. The Cambodians lived 
ent i rely in a more unified basis . They receivedstrong guidance 
from the pagoda as to daily life. 

Inhibitions are pretty low. They'll greet you as you come to 
the village by dancing, and they'll dance you in and they'll 
dance you out when you leave. The women were very affable-
they'd throw their arms around you at any time and really af
f ectionately welcome me or tease me, play with me, pull me and 

Editor's Note: For conflicting opinion on Asian political 
beliefs refer to Debr i ef No. 9678 , page 2, Asian Versus American 
Political Logic . 
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j o99·le me aro rmd o It wa s a 9:re at del i gb.t " The Vietnamese 
never do this at a l 1--t h e y a re 'very t ighL 

The r e is a decided a dv antage in seeing the two cultures s i de by 
s.ide o The Vietnamese are v e ry e asy t.o deal with. 0 they 3 re v e r y 
polite 0 constantly seeking" your approvaL They are v e ry apt to 
do exactly what y o u want them to do and qo a.s fa.r with y ou as 
the y can until you qet in areas w~here they feel once again y ou 
are a foreigner o like corruptio:n 0 etc . Bu-l o n t h e surface 
a l l is harmonious 0 and tha.t. ' s d'"le way they want it to b e . So 
un less you have another g-roup to compare t:hem to over t h e day s 
of Livi ng 0 you wouldn ° t see the differenc e 0 you wouldn '' t. see 
the strain . I had t h e feeling about t h e Vie tnamese after some 
time in the provinces that they were under con s tant tension . 
I al so feel certain t he Khmers were not . They are not under 
s ome of t h e tensions and t hat ' s the only reason t h ey 're 
r e c o .:_:;-:n ized " Howe~;-e I"'.:· ':'.-'.€' :'..:' d .~a ['. .:=(· ~=' ,.. ' - ·····-·,..-· ·r · •· 

They have a sch ool 0 a s chool. for. mc :nk.s 7 tr:e-y b:.:-. .1·6' 20. l<'::it of 
peep le o There were ma:c.y Cambo d.i an set ..:;i ~ ••• ".""s a-.:~6 r -.ef ccme , : "'. 
high r e commendations o Th e y will f'i g ... ht. .. v«2 l l ._, . ~sed ' .. ::ic._ ,/ 

"Giv e me a platoon of Cambod ia:r •. s a n d I' l.. :' ::::i.r : ·~· ';o-11-s re .i.r:. -:·~,E: 

province at all~" because t h e y s tick wiLr, . . 1 •. u 2:n d 'c•1o c. . a.n·+_: r. .;,.:t;" 
This was in the province of Vinh Binh .. 'Th ':.. !'1 :::~ d q:.... ·; tP-. e. gc.:>d 
reputation in the army " Later 11 they 1:..a d a defe '~ticn o f a grc.:i p 
to the VC which is kin d of a sad thi ng in the ; 1. :;:;s spc t." Cam · 
bodians are pretty se lf~sufficient o Peop le will t.el1. y·ou the y 
don ' t buy in t h e marke t, they don" t u se a. g-re a~...: deal of mone:1 ,, 
they grow things o the ..... · Li v e as a qrou p" They were i .•1dependen :. 
o f the Vietnamese; the y d i dn ' t h a v e -co be be99 .i.n_· all :...·he time 
o r try ing to work in the Vietnamese s ocie ::y" They co_.ld li1e 
by themselves . They b oug·h t sugar 0 for inst.an ce 0 usually 0nl:l 
for festivities " The Vietnamese have t o have s c.s·ar a l.. the 
time o They have a v e ry l ow requirement fer n e cessities i.n 
contrast to the Vietnamese" The Vietnamese feel the y nev er buy 
at the marke t11 that the y' re so hopeless they d 0n ·, 't. e y·en knc w 
enough to buy at the market. But actually 0 when you get down 
to thiso they admire them for t h is because a t times when the 
trucks from Saigon didn " t g·et through with thing"S, these people 
suffered far less than the Vietnameseo Living as a group, 
they ' d help each other in the fields and they would lend each 
other buffalos 0 and all that " 

One of the biggest problems with t h e Vietnamese is this aspect 
o f cooperation. There wasn ' t much need t o org·anize the Khmers 
into cooperatives because they were already do i ng it. We were 
there at the time when they were advising strategic hamlet 
c o nstruction, and so all that happened to the Cambodian 
vi llages was that they just surrounded them with barbed wire 
and bingo they were s trategic hamlet.s o The Cambodians were 
i mmediately interes t ed in defense 0 they immediately built a 
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fantastic set of booby traps . I used to g·o down the lanes and 
the people would say o now be careful, don't step there because 
if you do, that g ives way and you fall in this big hole--or if 
you step there something happens over here and you get shot, 
etc. They were immediately for the idea. "Oh, we're to be a 
strategic hamleta and we "re to build this in defense of the 
town." Everybody worked " and e verybody did by getting together 
and building. We nev e r h ad any trouble in the areas at all. 
There were a lot o f Cambo d i ans very close to town but in 
general the minority l ives near the town in the outlying areas. 
One whole dis trict is Cambodian and t h ey were next to the VC 
district. 

They just take life wi th a l o t more ease and a lot more willing
ness to pitch in; they have a strong faith so they managed well. 
I received permission but I never got to go. I finally received 
pe r mi ss i on from the ca.ptai·"l. o:f i n+:ern l . security to go and 
spend a period o f time within a giv en hamle t because he thought 
I ' d be quite secure ;:he re" That e ven if the VC knew or t ried 
t o do something t h ese peo ple would really defend you. Remember, 
they lived with a far d ifferent philo sophy so i t' s not new to 
t h em . 

With the Vietnamese there was rea l suffering. They cou i d .n o t 
trust their neighbors. They dare not because t hey didn 1 t know 
them well enough . Th ey inst i tuted a f ive-fami ly system--t,hese 
five families shoul d be close together and st i ck together, b u t 
this didn ' t always work bec au se they didn ' t trust each other, 
and they never do. They don ' t trust their neighbor wh o they 
lived beside for years and years a n d years. They never really 
get to know him that well. Here they we r e be ing asked t o 
solidify themselves against an outward enemy. But in the 
south, unfortunately, an enemy was recruited from the local 
countryside, and they found thi s a very difficult and foreign 
i dea. There were many other deterrents . Thi s is just the 
period when Madame Nhu, I think, had a lot of weapons. She'd 
corral the weapons; we didn ' t get any weapons. They had .old 
French guns7- and the old French guns were as big as the 
Vietnamese soldiers-- and they ' re so heavy. I went to many 
hamlets where their defense force of 11-men strong only had 
two guns. They would prou dly bring them out and lay them down 
and show you the two guns they had. We know of many instances 
when men were killed and others took over and continued. This 
wasn ' t the · case in the hamlet. All the people filed this 
complaint--how can they defend if they don't have a gun. They 
cannot make do, they don ' t have that flexibility. The Viet-. 
namese rurai people in this area are not flexible at all. 
They can be. The technicians can win them over by agricul
tural experiments. But l iving together and trusting each other 
and having to move from their own area to a foreign settle
ment is a different s tory. 
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Another pressure is in the office of Mr. Nhu. He was pressuring 
t he · province chiefs to finish a hamlet much more quickly than 
was possible but he~ met all the requirements, and so it was 
finish the new job. There was a great deal of padding statistics 
and lying by the province chiefs in order to retain their heads, 
and the hamlets were really neglected. I saw a great need in 
citizenship education on both sides but offered in an entirely 
different way. 

Much of the humor I've heard is silly and simple. Rural humor 
is much more earthy and vulgar than the urban 0 although there 
is some relation. It's usually pretty shallow--a take-off on 
people, or a take-off on a situation. They often mimic and 
make fun of people. Even someone less fortunate--for example, 
cripples, a fat or .·baldheaded person. They make a great play 
on words, moving words from one tone to another, giving them 
another meaning . but it has a r eiation t o the sit.J. a tion a n d C'7.P 

be extremely funny or very vulgar if you understand. Mil i tary 
humor all around the world is vulgar and very d iffe r ent from 
the humor of the French educated civil servants g r oup. I d on ' t 
think there was a difference in humor among the men and women. 
I think if the men use curse words or vulgar words I wouldn ' t 
understand them: I wouldn ' t know what they are and I wouldn 't 
pick it up. I don't know whether there would be a big dif
ference in vulgarity ' s use between old or , adult men. 

In addition to humor, there is another leveler within society-
the great homage paid to small talk by everybody . To put t h e 
situation on a nice plane and get everybody s traightened out 
you must find the topics of conversation that are going to be 
acceptable and also the ones that are not. There is always 
this feeling-out period and you have to sit through it . Tech
nicians find it very difficult to sit through this small talk. 
The best thing you can do is get in it and practice your 
Vietnamese. This small talk will cover any and every topic-
the weather, if a man's son is tall or taller than his father 
or shorter than his father . The smallest kind of talk, the 
size of a table, ad infinitum. The best thing for you to do is 
get in on it because it requires intense skill for you to do 
it: it tickles them to death that you try. It also lessens 
the boring period that you sit through until these. people have 
gotten themselves on a harmonious footing and they're prepared 
to proceed . . They ' re very wary of each other and find small 
talk the answer to the situation. The small talk is so small 
that it's unbelievable. You and I would have small talk on 
foods, something to talk about at lunch, or native clothes and 
this kind of thing. But we would not get to the level of 
communication that was babytalk like, "I have one too, you 
know, and mine is bigger than yours." So, if you're in a 
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group and you p lan to introduce a subject you must be aware of 
this pattern of small talk " Thi s is Vietnamese politeness or 
an aspect of it . Of cou rse 0 t.h e aim of it is to establish a 
harmonious feel i ng o Th e Vie tnamese are polite. In fact, th~ 
Vietnamese are very much lik e the Japanese . 

One of the thing·s that Americans do is go right to the heart 
of the subject . This "get c racki ng" approach is hated by the 
Vietnamese. It's not t h e way you do it with these people at 
all. It ' s extremely impolite. They say, "Anyway, what's the 
rush for it, and why do you want to do that? If · you had·· to· 
have · an ·, answer tomorrow why didn " t you call us two weeks ago or 
a week ago?" Thi s is why I made e·fforts :to 0.perate through 
their culture. Their rural women are not used to coming to
gether in groups with s trange people. They generally choose the 
people they sit down with. If you have something to serve, 
e v en somet:'.1.i.n 9 .as sir.r: t· ".s 0a:'"':-:·" _;::; - -· p•"! '3.:m1·:s,, :/oU can b e s u re 
that everyone wi l L ec-. r.: some £ it. And t h e reac t i o n would be, 
"Oh . I make it t.t .. i s way" and ·his :.ype of thing is a good sub
ject for them . Whe r.. I go t my tea .:::1';.er in thi s leadership program 
to pull the peopl e s 0 vi ews on subj ects. our r:eactfon was "wow"., 
"this is g-reat" , " t hat :s righ t", "we mus t us e i t here and now 
and form a committe e" , "i t makes sense", etc. 

It ' s as importan t a s leave-ta.k i ng . Just going· from one ~ide of 
the room to discuss somet~i.ng with some body else i nvolves a 
leave-taking process that is co nsidered important . It's 
literally dreadfully impolite if you don ' t make some sign of 
recognition by a n o d of your h ead or a s l ight ducking, or even 
putting your hands t ogeth er sl ig'h tly in a clasp. In a rural 
section , they will call out to t h e people they do11't see in the 
house or they'd run out in t h e back y ard or the gard~n and 
say, "I'm going now." They never go without that. They find 
us to be too abrupt , too prone to cu t things off with a mere, 
"Well, goodbye now, see you later . " When they leave the room 
they stand and shift back and forth, finding this a bit dif
ficult, so you have to help them on that. But, in general, 
taking leave is preparing for the next meeting to begin with 
that person in a nice, harmonious, friendly way. You have wound 
up this one in a good way and who knows what tomorrow will 
bring, and which member of your family may need nim for 
something. They will acknowledge every member of the family~
even an exceptional servant or an exceptional cook. I find 
this very unusual--that they will go as far as to take leave 
from a servant. You s~ould make sure that everyone is noticed 
and mentioned in the leave-taking act. I haven't seen any
thing written on this and I'd love to know if there is som~
thing. When you are invited to a private home for a dinner, or 
something, and you are getting ready to leave they will come 
as a group out of politeness . generally speaking. The parents 
will summon the children and say 0 "Now. so-and-so is going," 
and they will prepare themselves for this. With the older 
sons you can shake hands, and with the children pat them on 
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the shoulder, never the head. With a woman I clasp hands. In 
a rural section I literally cannot reach out and shake hands 
with a man: in the urban section I can, but in the rural I just 
give them a nod of the head. When I was going through a vil
lage I would have to take leave of all the members of the 
elder's committee, all the council, and make sure that I did 
not ignore anybody. Some people can do it by just a wave or a 
nod.· A funny thing is, as long as you recognize a person and 
let them know you 1 re going to leave everything is all right. 
It was once said in my presence, "What's the matter with so
and-so? He just left without saying a word." In the language 
itself there are so many words that mean-.. - I 'm going to come right 
back, or I'm 9oin9 to really 90 away, ·and this kind of thing. It 
truly means something in the society. It is a Vietnamese 
formalism. 

There are some real formal r ul es or reg-·< . .::'"'·· '.7 i e t na rnese 
society that you must follow. This is very fr1r.-u.c:. . .:L:,t. because it 
reflects on your family. Children wi l be s~, . .-Jnv:r..cd. t o greet you, 
which waa also important, but not as important as l eave-taking. 
They'll be summoned in and maybe they wan t t. g'ive t his little 
crossed-arm salute to you, and maybe they don ' t< If not, they 
don't get scolded for it, the parents j u s t: la-:.:i.g·h . Chi l dren are 
considered blameless: they don't know and t hey don' t have to be 
forced to do anything. 

There is a funny thing in their society. W'her you become tall 
you ' re grown up. When you reach a certain age you're auto
matically mature. There is an age at which you more or less 
become mature. It's not necessarily determi ned by your growth 
or your emotional adjustment or your ability to take respon
sibility. In the south, it is not necessary for t he child to 
have family responsibility. In the south it could be the child 
the family considers the most responsible, not the oldest. I 
think in the Hanoi area it must be the oldest as they follow 
Chinese tradition. In the south they show a great deal of 
favoritism in their children--they simply like some better than 
others. 

Overweight is considered good. It shows you're prosperous, 
especially if you're married and have little children and you're 
not looking for a husband. They're not very aware of nutrition 
or their weight. Their intake of food is actually rice plus 
other vegetables. Fruits are not considered a main part of the 
diet. We try to encourage planting papaya trees~ they produce 
in about six months and has excellent nutrient value. Betel 
nuts are used in the south on an everyday basis. The northern 
people blacken their teeth with it. The effects of betel
chewing on the teeth is not considered a detriment in the 
south. They do not necessarily worry about mouth beauty in 
the rural sections. They like very slim waists, 
and the word for figure in the sense of curving would be the 
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hourglass type. Usually theao dais are worn very tight. I 
think they l~ke long hair" 

I would like to say something· about the problem of giving gifts. 
In the rural section I hav e rarely seen them give a new th;i..n,g 
to each other. If you give something of high value qr SOJnethl.ng 
new you're immediately putting the receiver of the gift in a 
positiqn where he must return something of similar value to you . . 
Perhaps h e "s not in a position to do t h at at all. If you give 
him something used, or something· of far less value, then he can 
repay it by a bunch of fruit from h is trees that his family 
will not eat. But if peop l e ask y ou for something you will 
find that they will never ask you for anything new. In the 
rural areq,,especially , they will say, 

11

If y ou have a rainc:;oat 
I' 1 1 patch it with scotch tape ." When fue. PX got :i;:aincoatr$ in 
and I got a new ra i n c oat, I was asked f o r that old, pat~heq 
s cotct.~ taped r a.i:ncoa ";. 0 

7 ?L'~- a. .. " ! d~. :~ ·\ .~ -L. .:?·:.c tc g i ve thp.t to 
anybody p it ' s not r ea.l l y worth ve:c~/ me.ch a n d i t won ' t 19.st very 
l on g and it's no t t h e k ind o f g i f :r ' d l.ik:e to g i ve ?-t all. 
Why do yoµ ins i st upon having i t? " The y would sa,y, "Oh, becati,s~ 
when I see these patch es I wil l be reminde~ tha t it is you;rs, 
you wore it, and it s erved y ou 3 and now I h ave .it and we're 
friends and you have giv en it to me. " Th en . I 'd say, 

1

"In the 
future when i:romething is g iven back to me it neeq not e~(!:!e~d 
the value of the raincoat . " There's a prove rb wh.:icl\ . says, 
"Anything given free i sn 't worthwh ile." I th;ink perpaps unl1kF! 
some people there are times and moment s whe n y ou can give free 
t hings but we've run i t to t h e ground . They don ' t respect what 
we give them or understand our reasons why nor do they believe 
that we could posi;;ibly have such reaso n s as we use . today. 
There ' s nothing in our soc i e t y qui t e lik e it . If a younger 
boy gob a new shirt he wouldn ' t pass i t o n t o his brother. :He 
would give a shirt that ' s been used a nd worn . I n this way the 
older brother is free to a cce pt it o wh e r e a s a new snirt he 
couldn't possibly accept because h e would have to return this 
in goods. There's too much obligation even in the primary 
family. 
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