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REPUBLIC OF VIEI'NAM 

OFFICE OF THE PR:ESIDENT 

Decree No 8 of 23 January 1956 creating the 

National Assembly 

THE PRESIDENT 

Under the Provisional Constitutional Law No I of 26 Octobr e 1955, 

Under the Order -o 4-TTP of 29 Octob e 1955 ~ fixing the composition 

of the Government, 

Approving the pr oposal of the Secretary of State for the Interior, 

After discussion by the Council of Ministers, 

DECREES: 

Art.I.- The organisation, wxwwwt±mx function and responsibilities of 

the af'wrerx'*' Ucouui: National Assembly ment:toned in article 3 of the 

provisional constitutional law No I of 26 Octobre I955 are regulated 

as follows: 

PART I: Organisation 

Art.2- The Jational Assembly is composed of 123 representatives elecected 

~ by men and women by un:tversal Xl!lfbaga, uninominal, secret and 

direct suffrage. 

The determining of the size of the assembly is as follows: 

In each pr ovince, there will be KZ a representative to eve y 60,000 

elector s. If the number remaining exceeds 20,000 xm a second r epresentativ 

shall be elected. Accordingly the number of seats to be attr ibuted 

to each province will be divided to the.districts in each pr ovince, 
(.,) •' -.i. 7JCi ""L 1 ... rt_. ~ .... ~. nl ~ L 

one or sever al districts composing one constituency1 Nevrthelessm 

there shall be one repr esentative to each province even though the 

number of electors may be inferior to 60,000. 
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Kontum, Darlac, Pleiku, Upper Dongnai whall have , in addition, one 

seat each reserved to the minority populations. 

A number of seats will be provided for the compatriots of North Centr al 

Vietnam and orth Vietnam. The number of these seats is fixed to 

12 and shall be increased by one unit each time the number of population 

of North Central Vietnam and {orth Vietnam under the contr ol of the 

Republican Government will increase. The I2 seats refer red to will be 

distributed according to the appended list. 

The electors in each constituency shall be composed of Vietnamese 

citizens, without disctinction as to sex, of IS years of age on iXYX2t5 

31-12-55, holders of a census card until that date and listed on the 

elector al register . 

An elector who has changed r es:J.dence must r eport to the local author ities 

to r equest for t he insc iption of his change of addr es s on his census 

card and electoral r egister befor e the elector r egister is published 

for the first time in or der to be entitled to vote in his new locality 

of residence. 

The lrmy and the Security force , on account of thai displacement, 

may vote where t hey are stationed in special voting precincts wrgamfsed 

specially provided to that effect. 

Art.3-. A represe1ta tive to the National Assembly must meet the following 

requirements: 

1- possess Vietnamese nationality, without distinction as to sex. 

2- be 25 years of age on the day of the election to the at:tonal .Assembly 

3- reside on t he territory of Vietnam not less than six months before 

election day. 

c 4- be in a gxB regular situation in regard to military obligations 

5- not be included in the c a tegor y of "non el~ible" determined in I 

ar ticle 4. 
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Art.4- May not be representaives: 

X 1- persons elaat~•ti m~x etlwws condemned for c r i mes 

2- persons elaatg~ condemned for theft, robbery, swindling, 

fo rgery and rttst±ma violations of moral ity. 

3- pe sons comdeuned more than three months for other crimes , 

except negligence, provided that the accused did not flee after the 

incident occurred. 

4- ••••••••••••••••• ? 

5- persons deprived of the citizens' r ights 

6- bankrupts who have not recovered their rights 

7- officials who have been ~lswlxxwt suspended or dismissed. 

Art.5- Another decree shall determine the procedure of election. 

PART II: Status of t he Representatives, 
Immun:tty 

Art.6- The National Assembly shall determine the legalft~ validity 

of the election of each representative • 

.Art. 7- The representaives shall rece'lve an allowance to be determined by 

an order. 

Art.B- After t he validity of the election has been assessed, an official 

who has been elected must obtain leave of absence without pay and 

(out of his cadr e?) A member of the armed forces who has been elected 

must resign his post. 

Art.9- A represntative who accepts a function paid by the Government 

shall be considered as having declined his mandate as represntative, 

except when he has been assigned a special and provisional duty by the 

Government, provided the duty does not exceed three months. 
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Art. IO- Any representative who, after ~ being elected to the 

National Assembly, is in a state of invalidity or not elegibility 

to immunity, ~s no longer in a position to car~ out his duties as 

representative shall be considered as having resigned. 

Art.li - No representative shallbe prosecuted, pursued or arrested 

on account of opinions expressed in car~ing out his duties under 

part III. 

Dui~ng his mandate, no representative may be prosecuted or arrested 

for crime or delinquency without the accord of the National Assembly, 

except in cases of "flagrant delit". 

The arrest or prosecution of a representative shall be interrupted 

if two thirds of the National Assembly so request. 

However, the preceding provisions do not apply in the cases of 

opinion expressed vdth the object of supporting the policy or 

activittes of communists or rebels. 

P RT III: functions of the XXSR National Assembly 

Art.I2 - The National Assembly will exrunine and debate the draft of 

the aonstitution forwarded to it for consideration by t .1e President 

of the Republic. 

If more than half the total number of representatives approve, the 

draft shall be the constitution of Vietnam, after promulgation by 

t he president of the Republic. If the National Assembly does not 

approve, it may r equest the President to modify the draft. If the 

modif ied draft is approved by the president, it will become constitution 

of after promulgation by the p resident. 

If the pres i dent does not approve the request of the National Assembly, 

he will request the Assembly to debate a second time the items on 
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which t here is disa~reement. If after the debate the dis agreement per-

sists, the president will put the issue befmre the people in a 

referencdlliu for decision . 
decide on 

The J ational Assembl y must I!OODJ'limr t he draft sent to it by the 

president within 45 days 

If af ter 45 days the National Assembly has not decided on t he 

draft sent to it by t he resident, the Assembl y is considered xi~~ 

dissolved automatically and t he president will put t he draft to 

a re f er endum of the people. If the Di'urri!JIGhmrx±x draft is approved 

by t he people, iy will be ~siNKXRM exeeuted by the president. If 

t he draft is HE rejected, another _ ational Assembly shall be convened 

within 60 days m:f to exmnine another draft ~J the president. 

CHl\.PTE R rl: procedure of the National Assembl y 

Art. l3 - The rat i onal Assembl y s hall work according to the procedure 

laid down by it • 

.Art. lh - The National Assembly shall elect its secretariate and 

committees according to the procedure of secret and majori ty vote, 

except in case of the chainnan who . ust be elected byx2/;j. a majority 

of 2/3. If no chairman is elected after t wo ballots, tn the third 

ballot only a si:11ple majority will be required. 

The secretariate shall be composed of a chairman, t wo vice-chairmen 

and 6 secreatries. 

Art. 15 - The National. ssembly shall meet at Saigon, mrl;~ 

at the convocation of t he president, not later than one week me£wrw 

after the proclamation of the results of the ~ national electi on. 

After the verification of the powers of t he repr esentatives the 

~ ational Assembly will elect its secretariate and draf t its internal 
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procedure in its firs t session. 

Until the election of the secretariate, the oldest of the representatives 

shall preside, the yo~~gest shall be the secreata~. 

Art.l6 - The sessions of the asse bly shall be deemed re gular if 

more than the majority of it are present. 

If the quorum is not attai."1ed, the National Assembly shall meet 

48 hours followine the preceding session and this session shall 

be considered legal whatever the number of representaives present. 

Art. 17 - The Assembly shall vote with bulletins bearing t he names 

of the representative. 

Secret vote may be ueed if 3/L~ of the representatives eo request. 
motion 

Except as otherwise provided any mtiJm DCtlrloilti®D( approved by the 

majority of the representatives p~esent shall be deemed passed . 

In the case in which t wo opposing metions have been passed by 

an equal number of votes, the motion which has been chosen by the 

chairman shall be deemed passed. 

Art. 18 - The National Assembly shall meet i."1 public at the seat of 

the Assembly. All debates shall be recorded and the report published 

lll the official journal. 

Art. 19 - The president and ~1inisters or their representatives may 

attend the SBXX meetings of the National Assembly and express their 

opinions. 

PARI' :n V: li:fKxx duration and dissolution 

Art. 20. - The Assembly's mandate shall be terruineted after the 

constitution has been promulgated, except in the case in which the 

constitution decides otherwise. 

Art. 21 - The Jational Assembly shall disperse if 2/3 of the 

representatives so request. 
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Art. 22 - ~he present ZEXXX decree shall be applicable on the day of 

its signature. 

Art. 23 - The ministers of Interior, Justice, Finance, Defense and 

Information shall each in his capacity 

execute the present decree which s hall be published in the official 

journal. 

NCD DTI'.JH DIE ~ 
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