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Saigon, Vietnam 

Dear Paul: 

P& ::>ONAL D 

1-44, Chofu- i nemachi 
Ota- ku, To]Qo 
J apan 
October 12 , 1961 

hope this note finds ou well and our blood pressure no higher 
than usual1 (God but that 's a ch er greeti ng , isn't it?) I have been 
intending to write ·ou since we got to J apan nearl J two months ago, but 
the p assures of getti g the f amilJ settled and ~ studi es underwaJ have 
simpl y b e too great to permit m the pleasure of normal correspondence . 

ow, however , I feel imp lled to write, since I havehad t1o ver length 
conversations with Bui Van Thinh (GV Ambassador here and a long- t i me 
friend) hich I think JOU should know about . Gilbert KinneJ , at the 
AmEmbassy here has r kindlJ agreed to for a r d this to you via a 
safe channel, since this is not the sort of informati on to trus t to the 
internationa mails . 

As I v~ite this , Thinh i in Saigon, having finallJ been allowed 
to come home after having a sked permission to do so since last August . He 
ha s reac ed what rna be a breaki ng point for him in terms of his rel a t i ons 
with ~ gr ea t f riend and hi s regime . He spoke most e loquent l y to me at 
lunch the da before he l eft here about his continuous! growing dissatis
faction with Diem' s government. He asserts that Diem understands now (and 
has for some time ) tha t he (Thinh) was not involved i n a plot to boost 
himself to power at the time he was booted f rom the cabinet and s ent to 

o o. He also SaJS tha t his personal rel at ions with NDD are excellent . 
However , politicall , he sa.rs , he is "finished." That is to say , he wants 
out of this post , even though he is Vice-Dean of the corps here , and does 
not want even a cabinet pos t and intends to r fuse i f tha t should be of
fered . 

Again , he spoke grimly and constantl .Y of t he "absolute necess i ty" of 
changing the r gime , eliminating a ll of the i ncumbents ( though keeping 
Diem as a figurehead if he w re willing to be such - though Thinh admi ts 
this would be highly unlikely) and changing the government from the center 
on out . This woul d almost a s sured! ·- have to be a ccomplished b.y fo rce, but 
I i nferred that ·he is persuaded that the f orce is availabl e . He is a cute l 
d pressed b.y the reported f ailure of the government to ge t out to t he people 
and saJs bitterl that if it had done so before much of i ts difficul t 
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with the V~t Cong tod~y could have been minimi ed. He spoke of t he events 
i n Vietnam toda.Y as "traumatic" i n character . He s eemed unclear on the 
details of how, when, and who would bring about "the next coup" but was 
emphatic that there would be one . He was contemptuous on the subject of 
the ca liber of the present cabinet ministers, with a couple of exceptions, 
and he regards several as extremel.Y dishone t, filling t heir pockets, etc . 
Mme. Nhu and husband -- well, hi s thoughts are unprintable, and a lso the 
same for Can, about whom he told me sev ral vivid anecdotes. One will suf
fice as i llustration: when he ent to Hue while still nister of Interior, 
he ca lled on Can to explain what his course of a ction would be in CVN. Can 
interrupted him to sa.Y: "Now, now, don't bother me with all t hose details 
about political parties , security, etc., etc. Just tell me what J ou want 
to a chieve . I ' ll t ake care of the r est . " 

Int resting! enough, he has no use for the Veep either, saying "I ' ve 
kno him a long time, and we are not friends . " At the same time, he agreed 
with me that should there be a change in regime a considerabl e measure of 
s t ability ~ould ave to be assured lest the V-C take advantag of the 
situation. He further agreed tha t t he institutional aspects of the r egi me : 
constitution, assembl , oonstitutionall.Y prescribed lines of succession -
ought to b kept (at least initiallJ) for t he sake of stabilit.Y and order. 
"But there will inevitabl be a period of chaos hile w are in transition~ 
However, this must be minimi zed. " That is to saJ , he seemed to agree tha t 
t he Veep wou l d logica lly have to t ake over the reins of government if or when 
Diem stepped out . But this is not the ultimate solution, in his eyes. He 
i nsists that t he generals will not follow Tho for ten minutes. He also dis
claims any ambitions f or the top post himself, though how genuine his dis
claimers a re I cannot at this point SaJ . He did a ssert , however , that there 
are " ma.n.y capabl e men" who could handl e the post of President : 11After all, 

ou made Diem, you can make another . • • • 11 And aga i n : " You must creat e 
a new leader for Vietnam from among the men t'ho are ava ilable . Within a 
few months J' OU will have to decide wh t her ou ish to stick with the Diem 
solution or to trJ' a ne solution. t the Diem sol ution is passe •••• " 
He c i ms that he i s not anti-Diem ( 1) , but has simpl J come to the painful 
conclusion tha t Diem has f'ailed and tha t he will never chango his att i tude 
and his working habits (which you ma recall has been brother Lu en' s 
plaint lo these many ears) . Er go we must look el sewhere . 

Perhaps all t his has been r eported b others, but since I have no 
contact wi th other Americans to speak of ( ere, tha t is), I thought i t best 
to pass this a long f'or whatever it ma be worth . 

Incidental! , did ~ou notice tha t our good fr i end Choi Duk Shin i s 
the new OK Fore i gn inister? Dim k!ows him e ll~ and perhaps ou had an 
opportunit to g t to know him before he left Saigon~o 

stu~ of J apanese- Asian relatio s i s s l o 1~ getting under waJ . I 
have been spending much of time the past few w:eks regener ati ng my command 
of Japanese, rna ing s ttered conta cts , and gon r . 11 gettingmy sensor.y 
apparatus in tune with the local trans ·t t ers . J ne joins me i n sending 
our very best to Mary. ~rite when you ca find t i me . 

Cordia~ 
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