
IDAY, UG . l3e I was up at six in the orning, l isten d t o 'be fivo-mir:ute no;a 
broadcas t of the Al:m.-d Fore s o Servi ce-S<li n ~rl t i ts u~ulll a.ck of info . a-
tio ~ show red end hurri ed ou fo r bresr..fa t .. I had to r use t he peop_e in the ........__....._. 
roof-garden hotel t o get my t oast and co f , thoucY they are suppca ed o pen at 
6 aorr .. By seven o' c oc I ad 11al. d t t~ e Conti nt Palace Hotel t>· meet Davi 
lilley of t1e J3C an Kei Spinn r~ his came:rz:ua.""1 .. I t ~ei _ car» l abe!.c "E~C TiJ 
Ne~r "~e dro e L · or r ather cr vTlc'-an - op ·c:ie in 'icen t he cyclos, :.cycl .3 ~ 
motor-bikes, U. S .. Arm trucks ~""ld diminutive ta.x..:..cabs t o J o:m Oo.ndo os ·\/ill at 
47 Phan Than Gian in :>'cao .. Ins ort o· ·e ~ r r.o.o o o .... t ot. e " i rt t ·the g' .nt 
U.S. ai~ ~orce base of Sai no 

The rotors on the Hue~ \vere ol reo y tu::.."'niu.g ~ 1e in.. I r-;I"a cd a r ··:n.:.:o··· 
se""t oo h.1t I o, d .~ .. !ili: p o · m · 
in 1 s s th t r e minut a re tm e ; r- , ron o me , c 
tn pi ots with at least 100 c - tro s an dials o. t e pane~ .. 
gu.nnsr, :his ieapo t the ready , sat 1i h open door~ and ras 
anot er ero In no t i me ~:Jam re o er "icc e:.ddi es ll f lyin- out over t he !-1c .onu 
delta to 1· y Tho , ouz fi st sto "' Th land str tchcd le.t bef or. us, -o~ .. _i ttle 

d ro ds, the pa dies s imme:ci f{ i th lic;b.t 4 ough the s tias ove-ce.st , 
rain. ery~-;. ere, it s e T.a ,- t e t : .. : u""'ar · c;;s of t' e ' 1 ono ·ver ana.: ei · ·dl 
lines ~ l ' :nk d togsthe .... by crulals. Th rec angula r pate of land, of 
ree , brot-m d ev n yello ok liKe a · cnn ss at t e 1' ox :;:.--u 

lL-rt . 
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A ha l f-hour after tak over Hy T' o , t _ ·' tle tmm ·r" th a ~ ""g r-./1./,;.{_ 
.-. 

squ a e, soli stu....nco ate d '·s .. ssistant provinci 
r pr0s nt tive for USm ~ end oth "" SOi people · e e at the anding 
trip . .e were i n t ro uc d to Cep" o Kil ebreu ~ usky lig _i- air six-foot r ll t'lith 

ca ine over his shoulde .. » assign d to guard us · on t .. e t p o nnk an a 
youna Vi etnamese ha...f- foot s o rter .,.h:.:m mys . "' c_i ed i u 1it us.. T. e latte lJas 
""'o b our int rp:re r .. k e l a:::-nc t hat I 1as a p f s sor d a la~rzy J: he d3 
s_ ecial _oint of · i~ wi th mo, - · -t · g u or nK~ on on~t~ of the i ndex cards I a 

e: ass€.ilblin,:s : 10V - Hoa..l?.P-1. Sp - i alis· US i-1-0p ra. ·iorw ~ Saigo " culty o · 
Lat:J" n e eA'J>lai :1 Erl. to t at c mp_et · n h · l&J1 studi · o t e grad-
uate la'tt wo k i t Unit • 

fifteen cinutes after our second ~ c-of ·1 u ·:re circli g ov .... the village of C · 
o· r dest.: la~ .:on. Rotmd an und tre... t~ an ca.ch t ·,., e hol · copte_ bqr>ke 
stor.1ach ..1nke · _ .Ti th it., S moone ovplo.i n h t it had b _ eci ... d that 'I'J 

land on t _ e socc _ ... e_d , a:.'ld t'le t-:er t•l·iti mt.:. l secu ·ty could et t 
As re l a.:: a. d , so o 50 ie'·namese chil d c s to d c.pi ll g b · d t ' e rec ption co.mmitte .a 

C pt .. ~ · nh~ an 8. t hl c · , taller t an the aver"'{)::; Viet arc sen 'li • th h -
""eatu , looJrl · lite an exact duplicate of a f · .:ar ollTo ood e.ctor ·ho often plv;ys 
Chinese l 1 s» a s li ht car n his f't che ·k~ he f r t to g;r et us .. 

e ~a intro ·uc as t e Dist iot :.d. ~ ll t mo t t 
area and commander of the t:roopf-' o · · h m 
clo-'-h sf<:/4 .. o -ems int o -uc · C pt .. Due an 
uelc e Ctd B~, t· e refu e center f o 
st:rnppi s · .. ·- foot r , a andso, e your g follot:r "t.r o x 

dge of t hat h0 wae doi " ( l1-nost ll our off' cers 
t uo over their Vi tnamese cow te o.rts .. ' · s i so 
a ce. ter of policy .. ) 

r ... ..;i st 

ence an 
o be -ix- foot r<J ~o 

·· tt ti ·'-i i'U:L .. ·s 

cro ac 
t to the 

.:.z::- foot 1i d'tc 
s 

o dy ~ at . r 9 usi n a f oot- ide b · dge o·~ c rt. t 
ep and o. ramoho.c cle ar.. s ua o fi ~ c.:.: ~ :.-



• 

d.i rs, in :full battl e dre s~ wit! c&. bin e:J readied, 11enrin.'-> 'Gt:'O gre:.20.des encn , e.<:
co pani ed u~ as e d ... ve · nt t e nearest h""""1let ~ 'l road was bordered ;,Ii t.'-1 

~be ·uire, and here and t here trip of land 1as trur1g rit lin s of arbed wir 
spac d foot part and t oightof about a oot .. 1 hatched houses .Une the roads . 
G:ro .re of cooonut -laden palm t o and anc.n p_ar ts st etc od auaJ on t. side::~ .. 
~is is the Vi etnam on~ pictures-- t e pove y · t~ e co;la , t.e oppro sive hea 
as t he bri ..... h t oun pours o 9 t e BEElpans on the rive .a , houaes on t · 1 ts, tiny~ 
·oong .... sted , dii.''·y, and bar0- ooted chi l ..... n ev ry:.;h • ' •tr.in on our~ ·ri:J. Dav d 
~ 11 y of t 1e C . ~as a ,oro.: c. 

Our fi ·st stop ran C pt., r.~ -n1 ~ s heud u'-rt - s, w ro we ucr~ seat d cl.::ss:roc~s'cy_o 
xo1• a ri ·n- ? my.:. · nd L ' int -rpre ing~ cTit. Capt .. Lync~ · _ nr.rrcn±-~J an 
( ;ho opeaka Vi etnamese perfec l y ) l endi"U a ~,n .. rhe pri nc.:p sig:lificance o 
Cai .B3 i i ts rol e s r efuc; c centero s· nco J y 7 , matter nor f about t .... "'e 
u eks , th ro had been an i n:flux of 2,527 _or>Ji · esp i·i'i t 1,862 children o tT r t ... ae 
yearn of aoeo and 1,024 unde 3o On Auguot 10-lltl 72 fomi l ie a cv in, conai t -
i ng of 438 adult s and 44 ' ldreno The ·cruxes uer all tly t a ule.t 0::1 a lar~c 
acetate-covered c .art i n v rioua grea~ colored pencilingso ( Eve~iher here yo 
h v o i nformntion set up o char t s and p3 wit acetate o erlny . ) 

.. Some 454,5 0 iastres 

·~ is ouni r~q Al ~~.) 
~uses 0 &~d 11 mor · re nder cCJSt: -~ 

{30 kilos u 0 ) an dietri ut · 
ld -n ring T-shirts , t t e ye lou 
by USO • vro und c :...r...s of ng 
out. 

s t he riefing co tinued , l.re .. J re 0rve argc glass of Lmu 
ice in i t . I ask 01~ f ar these people ha co:ne. 'fe i'iere told t t the 
had starte ! . Bau y 11 21 clicks ( Jmy tol fo.. lom~tr ) to the north ., 
of Bau rily t a.'l:e by t . e 1 · t Conic,;) • ic controls the .... a; th ry 
oid d t o migrate i a body to void t he co omic bu · en d ·a;o nj oy the phys · ca 

curl ty of overn.m · t prut ect · ono Aa t ey mo ed sou ~ o el .. hamlets jo · n ' t ~ 
Tow t he VC ere us~ Hau ry as . trai un t er, a~ording to inte ligcnce, 1' · • 
C pt Q Lyn says , is .uite good in this e · .. The jou ey h :.:.d been · f i eul t . 
He.u zy- is 21 cl · aka ~±rxrcl;"- ~( · out 5 air · "les) ~, ere are no 
and the main method of tran e. ion on the is by eana ~ !any had 

ampan. Hau My, i nc id nt . ly ~ i s at t e dge of th P _ n of Reoos \'Jhi 

northward. 

Accordin to Capt. Trinh ll the go :rnme:ri is able to pa.y · ach ref· c ·S 7 piastr s a a 
(10 a . ts ) for one mont 9 azter w· ' ch & payment of 2,000 to 3 OJ O piastres v n , 
depending on f amily o ze~ for tht9 ui l din of ousoo ore iDcn. 50 perc !H of • 
r efugees have rece · ved · dical ex i nat · o:,az f m th · ver m1e t al wru:ers ( tt~ 
years of medical ucatio ) ; ,200 cho l e and a similar • U.'ilber of so r e 
shot s have been adQinister d$ and 2~5 6 perso_s reco~ Ted edi cine . 

· aecuri ty situation secme 1 to ·:oll in hand , th 
l\' 

atr y ~ i th c onti ~nts to t e north e.nd ast , en 1 re 
Eigh\·Tay ,. C ""' ha be n t t o rc l ast ye r and 

ere si..~ kil 

i~ oft on t he raotice mov d out imruv · telyo 
e.,"'"'T en bad &P · e out to 
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a short di.atru'loo a.wa~ , t hey had gome , ith SO..!.;. en t o t he aceneo or e Trinh 'tlaS 

ounded in t e a oulder. Capt. Sh en::u:u .. •Jae o ptu:rod and ha not eco ered 
Sgt . Bclll told me t at the f acts s oe.rt:.3 t o oo tha. ~ en t he ambush start d~ Tro r..h 
had gone to one side of t he roa ~ and Sh e'Z'!nn.n to he ot er. e t i nKS t hat She:r-
cou.ld have gotten out but t t p ba' l y the capt · 0 s i n terpreter had ..., n tro ·1ded 
and Sh~roan decided to s tay wi ~· the an<J rlh re i s no s umption that Trinh a han
doned his American counterpart . The only G';;S that as been had of Shero& Ja i n 
the fonn of a photograpn foun d on a capture VC recently, sho"t'dng r.r.an 1ith s 
arms tied but e. ~ a rently in good hrol t • T.l ere is no ;ord abv'Ut the i nterpreter. 
uo ·narily, I oJO:''' d o"t be en on at ope ntion )" oi Sg'c. • 1~ t ·n p r ed- oee 
professi onal aoldior, nut I just didn °t o.pp t o go . rr.e ay 't turnt::' out, that's 
one oper tion I as glad to miss . t ~1 o kno 'IS , may be if I he.d b en along the 
captain would have gotten out ." 

The day before;coming down to Cai a. ~ I met t lls lein, local r epros t e.tive o~ 
the Intematiunal Rescue Com.rni ttee rho had ju.st come back from a fi eld trip.. He h<:. 
ent ered just such a r efugee set t lement a short time aft er ·' it had been ove:li:.'-
by t he VC in a general ssacre of the refugees . ( The C ara out to pro o t h t t:. 
govel'!"relGn t cannot protect the people .. ) T .. o plac had 0 en clen.n up, but he had 
t aken some rather sad pictures wr.Li are now b i ng develop and printedo er at 
C Be, however, s curity seem quite goo . The positions are sand- bee e .. I ~~~ t 
into one dank bunker, about five feet by five ~ dug into t e grow d , and ofe o r 
t·li th sand a :s but did not c.tay it in :.. t eTy long because the floor uL:s in s cve_a.l 
inches of a.ter. Capt. Lynch ~ l ho has been her tt1o mo ths as Capt. She~'s re
plac nt , says that the bunker could wi thstand f our ir c t hi ts from a orta r. 
The mili ta.ry headquarters s eems l'mll pr -' t ct by s fo rtificatio , inclu in ro >l'S 

of sandbags and pill-box s ade of concr t • 

'f'ne six Americans ~ho ar e e se m unperturb d't and comfortable · crude _·r. · ' 
of way. They generate thei r own eleotri ci ty, a re 11 suppl:fe d rl th cokes d Ha .. r ian 
punch , playboy magazine , Time and N '!.;! r , and paper ack books . Ov r each cot is 
a j ungle hammock hung by 'Wire, tli mosqui o ne~-. tin .. I used the latrine , t-Thic is 
a regular toilet, l ush by holding a ho e over t e bot·Tl. 

Capt. Ly.a.ch sho~\'ed me his ma s l>ri.t over_ays , i ndica.tL the pos itions of the C. ' 
"Here you have the hard-core vc," he said. "At tr.is point yo have II gu. ri.lla squ 
rons, each consistin of about 12 men , 't'1 o are the vance units f or the rd core 
platoons. The guerillas ere local people ·ho kno1 the t crr · • 1'1i t out then~ t 
ha:rd core t roops 0 .t cen9 t move .. 'We oonce trs.te on the " er rillas. If we can 11 
or capture 3 or 4 men in a guerrilla squadro , ~Te brn up the mov ment of the 1 
units or at least slow th . down becau e it t es ci e for them t o get guerill 
plac ants . Tt¥o days ago we captured f our VC guerrillas and wound tl-;o , 
lihi ch was quite a bre~. " 

We t'lent out to see the refueees . t the main c enter we ~fa.tched the distrib tio 
of supplies and funds. A mobile loud p r unit 0 ould call out names ) and t omen 
would file in to get t heir tions d money.. Young Vietnamese girls - desc i b as 
s ocial workers -- handled the refugees . At the entrance to t e building, s v • 
hundred ,~omen squatted, holding b bies or just sitting and waiting for their n.am s 
to be called. 

We drove t o the site of new construction, accompani by t roops . I start t o 
move in among the houses , 't7hich \Jere surround d 'Y a grove of anana. t.r ·s, ut I 
was calle back. "Is it unsafe ?•' I ask C pt. L ch. "Oh, no," he said, " ou on ' t 
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.... e t hem , but there are soldiers conceal ed iEI among t he treee . It e s jus t that t _ 
BBC fel lows don't l'llilllt m:Q;i you in their f ilms.u 

Quite noticeabl e 1aa the fact t1.:..t the refugees consisted mo.::;tly of women,z.:..· 
ldren a.."ld ve r.f old men. The young m "t-rere · n uniform.. Unlike the .egular Army') 

he Popular Forces stay in t heir lo cal communi ties ~ live with t 'r fcuiu.lics , and e 
gage in l ocal operations . Som uf the rei r--ees D it is relieved, have usbarrls wi · 
the VC - - men ltho have ei er joined volu..TJ.tarily or been draftedlr - - ~·1ho send t eir 
famlies to t e gove:rnment posts for saf ty. On the 1.u.ole , •hough D in this area th 
people are pro- Government, one of the r asons for the excell e t intelligence i tuation. 
11 ~lithout that coop ration," says Capt . Lynch , 10"1e cuul dn 't l ast 1 no•" 

i•lost colorful sight was the r 've.r, about a half- mile xin "",..~ t i ts 1idest . 
We drove across a wooden b · dge d . th rott i ng tim" ers that rumbled under our iheels. 
Scores of s ampans were tied up at the ed e, a l most all of t hem surprisingly equi ppe 
tdth t i ny outboard motors . They \'l(;ire bl'.;u t i n by USO ·1 and cost about S25 , bein 
made availablo t hruugh a counterpart- fund de l tri th the Vietnamese govel"!lment .. 'rhe 
outboard motors have had s. tremendous morale effect on the people ~ an ha b n h elp
ful i ll speeding up transport and c ommunications . 

\ie ua.lked t hrough the market t follo re by hordes of cbil dr enp each aeer to 
have a pic t ure t aken, scrambling to touch our hands, sometimes squeezing hard and 
pinching our f i ngers and palms .. ••o.imy," they shouted. ''Hello, o-r are you .. n Ly-.ac .. 
is very popular wit h them. P erioclically, .. e t; ould s top, pick one up , and .cai e hi 
high in the air-- some eight f et - rrhile the hundredsr::n of youngsters ollo-vri n 
this Yankee pied- piper roared 'iii th gles . Somet imes Lynch · ould i s his hands for 
quiet, and every voice would be sil ent .. "How are you?" he i-10uld say. A chorus woul 
echo his 't:Iords. He t,wuld hold un one fi~Jer.. uane .. " 'ihey echoed his counti u:p to 
five. Then he t-rould start the count in Vi etnamese; aftex ... eaching five~ as he con
tinued ' t o hold up his fi ng ~ , t hey counted by themselves in V.ia t namese.. Period-
i cally, he would stop to shake hands and chat wi t the vendors in the et s tall s 
:m obviously popular f i gure . 

t w nt by the Chur ch, an amazingly l a r g stone structure t h t wo - d do ho or o 
a :French village . It had beGn buil t by a Frenchman. T e prie t~ a Vietnamese, r:f'--::-
t<li th whom we shook hands 1 h d been under VC t hreats for a long timo. e -: t. c 
school buildings , the Vietna.~:1ese nuns rl o t u , t i n t h ll and he describ d proudly 
i n French the new class rooms he t1'as building '\( i 4- USO aid. Happ · y ~ t he sc _ool c v
ered three times the area of the c 1urcn, and the c..'l • ldren seemed proud of their t a
books and pencils and t extbooks, \'hich t' ey clutched in tiny brown hands. 

By the t i me we got a k to the forti.fied areat we 1 ere worn out vli th sun and 
dust . Just outside the compound \"as long r ectangular pagodu , looking more l i e t e 
exterior of a be.dly l-Thit e-r1ua..."le stable , except for the pealin r pail t on the 
pagoda- s t yle roof . "You are very fortunate , " said Capt.. c in fairly good En lis • 
"You have com:a on a good day. Today i s the day of cel ebration for the good spirit 
'orho wa.Jcches over this province - Phan Than Gion." By coi cidence vm"'nrox the tree in 
Saigon. where John Condon lives is named after t e same mano He ms a mandarin .uo 
f ought t he .French t-~hen t hey were coloniali zing 11 and when the Vietnames e 'l:l'ere defeat ' 
he committed suicide. 10You are invited to at with the village elders in the pagod ," 
said Capt. Due. 

We ent ered the pagod \1hore t ables . had en laid out.. At the f ront, ·ere the 
one - ornate, now fading shrines. Th building itself b en put up 65 y s s e.go . 
T a gilt . and r d paint "d'as cr ck , and · ch of t e 9\lrfac o the C nfuci equiv-
alent of hl,t QTS (these lrere Co fuci ) w·as pain ted a lack-lustre cy that ve a 
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feeling of antiquity to this sf:ction of the paeoda. At t, e ot er end of the lJui_d
in.g ras an au i to ::-=: ·. tha t was clearly cont eopo:.:--a » ~nt h pl a.n.lcs and seats~ and a 
stage in the rr a a. Childr sat on the pl anks , ;hie obvio l y ser..re a 
de kB , wakchi~ us eat . 

\'le were served by the elders, dressed i n t 1~ • · Jnd ya:rmel Les and blac l ong tu:cics, 
with tigh t collars tr.ll3.t are amiliar to us f r om C'ninese movies . Dishes of "tv i te and 

- ' r ed rice, barbecued por , pieces of chi c . ..,n ( ne and all)~ a pasty ldnd O.L noodle 
of ) ~~-~~,/and a sauce call ed "nucman" (my appN.ximation of t he pronunci ticn) ..-Jer 

' .~read on the table. \'Je all helped ours lves · from t he common dis' es ~Ti t h our 
· chopsticks . Larlle bee_ with i ce i n it was s er..red. a we started to eat~ I t hought 

gratefully of the Donnagel and Vi of om I ad bro n ' t wi t me , and t hen b.., t o 
joy the meal~ glad th.!:l.t I had l earned to us e chopsticks . The ~ muin cuuraea 
ended m th a thick soup t hich i.'Jas quite goodp but Frank said to me, nOnce ·he 
was having such a meal, my host said~~ STake more pieces of do • en At on 
point, bread vas brought to the tab- e - typical Frenc bread. Wo .&'inis ed wi · 
tea and X..tm sweat crispy biscuits P long and folded, t. at t as t d like ortune coold ea. 

\'le said goodbye and thank you to our hosts uith much bowing J shakirz hands t·li t 
each of t e ceremonially black-gar d figures, and returned to t he conpound. !fzy
companions worG ready for si sta~ and t .ey stretc_ed out on the Army cotse ·John 
Condon fell asl ep in an armchair. I was t · r ~ too ll but was oo t:: -'~ k yed t p that 
I could not think of sle pi ng. I tal ed tri. th Killebre -1 and Lynch .. Bot are col l 
graduates and l'i"OUld like take their master 8 s egree in busL._ ss o public admin-
i stratio • Killebreu uho is due to return to the St tes 1 t s to t ake his 
gr..-.e trhile in the P..r.ny, :rhich i s possible, b t he was t old t . a t he 1: ould have to 
to B ok to take the Pnnceton ( S) ex for graduat a dmi s sion. 
He can•t get there. I uggest d that he might e able to or out a de 
wh:C h he might be admi tte condi ti · ly, hi s r des to 
after he has passed the exam -- I ho.d s ch a s udent once. Lynch , ~ o gr duat 
from St. m~ Peter8s College i n G117 Bzuns ick , \took his Bo S .. i n chemis t ry but now 
wants administrationx because it "tTOuld further hie Army career. "If I 1anted t o .... 
a chemi at,,. he said, "I would g o back to civilian life. n 

Word cama that our chopper .as back . I drove to the soccer fi ld i n Capt. 
Trinh • s rattletrap j eep and arrived jusJ.:; as the chopp r uas s etti do~m .. J 
was hauling with hio. a heavy eart m, are dish he ad bought i~ the I!Ulrket , 30-
kilo sack of rice that he rlas takin a C!t to Saigon for F'ra.."lk ~ t.;ould be rivin 
up in a f~,q days • . As the chopper ros v to s ever thousand feet~ point d 
over t o the left and shouted in my ear, "You can s e Ca.mbodi ov r the • tt 

I was ba ck in my hotel, dusty and 1 et 't'! i th EMeat, at about a ... uarter to five . 
There \'Tas a note to call Al Strachan. \'/ells Klein, .vho is in ef.eighboring roo i n 
the hotel, and I were to have dinner , · "' · .· a t his huge apartment . I showe_ ed 
a..llld changed my clothes. As we enter d t ... e Ii'rench ca a-like elevator 9 beautif'u.l , 
garishly m:Jde- up Vietnam ·se girl, liea..v-in.g l· t ern clothes , got in tvith us , holdi 
a large gif't package . "I go to second floor 9 .. she said. ¥/ells pus ed the butto • 
'rhe elevator rose slowly, long enou fo r a conversation. "I go to birthday 
party. You live in t his house?" she asked invitingly. • en she got out 7 ·· said: 
"'-."'bat 's not the only gift she's bringing our compatriot .. " e r ose to t e fourt h 
floor where Al lives , Wells said; "I guess she want to make another stop b for 
go~ home." 

After dinner, ser11ed y a tiny Vietn.:::..m s e ~ oman 1 hos e bare _eet el o11ed nei ... 
polish , we s t on the trernendous balcony. Th eg G ni tly no is s o Sai zon . 
the boom of artillery outside t e city, p-anes overhead. SU d nly, Al said : '.-o :: 
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at~hat; it•s somethi~ nei·T." To the south:,} a plane was flying, --sv~:r.;r-; · ·-::;-cc<mdo 
emittin a bright flash that lasted a fe 1 seco ds Q "It mus t be a n :; kind of fla r e, 
he conjectured , but it did not seem to l ast long enough to allo~T for any obsenratio:~ 

Later, on my return to t.lle hotel, I r s too tir d to sleep, and stood looking out 
of my wind~vif. Again I sn 1 the plane with t e flashing light. Again there ·1as t e 
sound of artillery. Then a flar e went up 9 hanging in t e sky P and illuminatin wh t 
must have been n large area. I thou t to watch it and see ho 'l long the ..1.ar :n 
the sky would bum, but after almost t en inutes I gave up, t ook my t ird shmt r 
of the day, and went to bed. 

~A --:-J ADDITIONAL Nai'ES : Offic ial figures ~ez:E;xt.fuat report t · t there are no~a 
~ .......-3(jQ~OOO refugees in South Vietnam . ..... Aocordin to Capt . Lynch : A successful 

,_..- tactic seems t o be to bomb & VC "11 ge; a:ft t e raid , as the VC come o t to 
care for the trounded , an artillery bombardm t is let loose. Tl e eff ct is to 
breek J morale, and a number of VC returners come back to government posts ••• • 
Student volunteers have coma to Cai B to help build the ho;nes for t re""ug ea . 
I'hey number sooe 250, and c e fro all over the province . They are trained first 
at the Bien Trl training center. • • • Despite t e monsoon 9 t tds has been a d. 
seasoh\p 'trl.!.th important i!lpiications for t he war.. ·The fact that there has een 
comparatively little rain has inter_ 1•ed '!·1i·!ih VC strate which raa countin~ on 
the t;eather hampering our air activity. The econ.oinic cons quen es are i nte s tin : 
C&i. Be needs men to help v-d th r fugec construction, ut because of the drough ~ 
the men wil l have to stay in the rice po.dc. i eo , possibly ~10 months longerp after 
which they would be av ilable for ork. 'rhe rice crop is bound to e poe..... If · 
can bring in a lot of rice, thia will help morale; the people the VC ar , 
however, vill suffer hardship. This could be quite an advantage for us • 
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