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Mr. Secretary General, 

On behalf of the Government of the Republic of Vietnam, 
I have the honour to call your personal attention and that of the 
United Nations on dangerous acts of war being presently perpetuated 
by the People 's Republic of China against the Republic of Vietnam, 
on Vietname se territory and in Vietnamese territorial waters. 

Subsequent to its unfounded claim - as publicized on 
January 11, 1974 in Pe king - of sovereignty on the Vi etnamese archi­
pelago of Hoang-Sa (also known as' ·Pa race ls, and located between · 
meridi ans 111 and 113 East, and Parallels 15. 45 and '17.05 North), 
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the Peopl e 's Republic of China, on January 17, 1974 and the following 
days , s ent an important naval task-force compos ed of 11 vessels of 
various tonnages , including two missile-ships of the Komar type, to 
the Hoang-Sa area , approximately 170 nautibal miles off Da -Nang. 

Hostiliti es started on January 19,1974 at 8:29 hours · 
(local time ) after a Chinese la nding party had opened fi r e on Viet­
nam~se troops on the island of Quang-Hoa (also known as Duncan , 14.42 
East, 16.27 North). 

At the qame time, Communi st Chinese vesse ls e~gaged 
Vi etnamese vessels stationed in the area , causing heavy·~ casual ties 
~nd ~aterial damages. 

On January 20 , 1974, Communist Chinese warpla ne s which had 
been overf l ying the area on previous days, joined the =ction and bom­
tarded Vietnamese positions on the islands of Hoang-Sa ( ?aracels) 
Cam-Tuyen (Robert) and Vinh-Lac (Money ). 

As of the vrriting of this l etter, Chinese t~cops have 
la~ded on a ll the islands of t he Hoang-Sa archipela go, and the Chinese 
nava l task- force seemed prepared to head for the Truc~;-Sa (Spratley) 
ar·::::-,ipe lago. 

The above - mentioned event s show that the Pev~ l e 's Republic 
oi Chi na is engaging ·in an aggr ession across i nter naticna l borders, 
aca i nst an inde pendent and sovereign state, with the ai~ of occupying 
a ~j annexing by for ce of arms territories which are an indivisibl e part 
o ~ the Repub lic of Vi e tnam. On this point , I wish to r~fer to my no t e 
v ~ r ~a l e of January 16 , 1974 in whi ch I de tailed unde nia t le evidence of 
Vi ~ Lname se sovereignty over the island pre sently under attack by the 
~~ opl e 1 s Republic of China. 

In bringing the above to your attentfun, t he Government of 
th~ Re public of Vi etna m once again rea ffi rms its faith in the United 
Na~ions and its ac ceptance of the purposes and princi~les enunciated 
in the Chart t> r of the Or•Ja ni~ation. 

It views the Communist Chinese aggression as a serious breach 
of international peace and security, threatening the i ndependence, sov:~ 
reignty and territorial intP.grity of small nations every~here and part1~ 
cularly in Asia. . . 
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Therefore, I kindly request that, in accordance with 
Article 99 of the Charter of the Unitdd Nations, you draw the 
attention of the Secutlty Council to the grave situation created 
by the action of the ~ple's Republic of China since January 
11, 1974 in the Hoang-Sa (Paraeels) archipelago area. 

For its part, the Government of the Republic of Vietnam 
accepts in advance the obligations' ·of pacific settlement provided -
6n the United Nations Charter. · 

I also r~quest you to kindly have this letter circulated 
to all states members of theUnited Nations and all states maintaining 
a Permanent Observer to the Orga~ization. 

Accept, 11'-tr. Secretary General, the renewed assurances · of 
my highest considetation. 

Saigon, January 20, 1974 

Signed& ·vuooG VAN BAG· 
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