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The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of 
Jietn~m presents its compliments to the Parties to the Act of 
the International Conference on Vietnam, signed in Paris on 
March 2nd 1973, and has the hc.nour to draw the particular 
attention of the parties t0 the grave situ2 t i on whlcb is taking 
place on the islands of Faracels, .off the shore of the Republic 
of 'vietnam. 

c,n Januury 16tL 1974, in r eply to a cla im by the 
People's fiepublic of China, the Government of t he He public cf 
··/ ietnam forr.-K1ll y publiched a ~. tatement which clearly !;.bows that 
the two gr oups t:.f ishn;:.;s known a s the Paracels archipela go and 
the Spra t l e·y ~ :::chipelago form o. n i :-1t.egral part of the He public 
of Vietnam, not only by geographical propi r,qui ty, but a lso on 
t he basis of a continuous and peaceful d i sp l ay c.f ~ . t.Jt e .3uthCiri ty 
duri ng a I on; pcri cd of time. The state~ent was to rea f firm the 
sovereiguty of t he r{epublic of Vietnam on the!:e archi pelagoes. 

-· " .; I ·-; ' 1 • f r-) • • 1 0 1 t d t 1n2 h2 0p.lB s ;~pu.c lC o v111 na Hamec:: l a t e y r esor e o 
military action, by di spa 'tc hi.. -;; sewu·al ... ,ar ~Lips tc: t!hc: a1·ea .and 
landing t!>Oops on the Paraceh; islands. CL J~· .·! uary lSth 1974, a t 
8:29 hours, Chinese troops openec.l fire on t:·.e Vi e-tname se troops on 
:he island of Ouanq-Hoa (also known ati ~ .. unc a n I !-: la!1d). At the same 
time, Communist Chinese ve s r.els engaged 'Ji.:;tnarnese vesselc stationed 
i. n the area, causlhng heavy casual t ies anc; mate:ri<Jl damages. Cn 
J:muary 20th 1974, Communis t Chinese warplane~ which had been over
flyi ng t he nrea 0n previous days~ joined the action and bombed ~·i et

namese posi tionE on the islands vf Hoang-Sa ( Fattle ), Cam-Tuyen (Hebert) 
2 ;:d Vinh-Lan ( Money). By the Fv' E': ning of January 20th 1974, Chinese 
t roops have landed on all the i slar~ds of. tho Hou nq- Sa archipelago, a 
3.::d t he Chinese naval task-force seemed pr epa r eci L.O head for the 
Truong-Sa (Spratley ) archiple~g. 

I t is clear from these developmE nt s th~t t he Bovernment 
of the ~~op le's ~epublic of China is deliberately resorting t o the 
use c f iorce as a means of acquiri ng terri tories, which is a gross 
·r i cl a ti on < f t he commonly accepted pri rK i rlc·c: of t ile Law of Nati or·r: , 
t ~e Char : er of the United Nations, the !g;~~men t to End the War a ~~ 
?: store Pe ace i n 'Vietnam siqned in Paris c·:: Ja ~: uary 27th 1Cl73, and 
~h~ Act of the I nternational Conference on Vietnam signed at Pari s 
Q !l r-:'.arch 2nd 1973. 

the Government of the Republic of Vi etnam wishes to call 
: ~e p.1rticular attenti on of the Patties to r,rticle 1 of the Paris 
Agreement a nd Article 4 of the Act of the Paris International Con
fer :s nce, which both solbemnly recognize that the territorial integ-
rity of Vtetnam must be strictly respected by all states and especially 
ty the sign.a:ories of the final act. 
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In view of the seriousness of the presen t situat i on J 
t he Government of the He public of 'v'ietne:m appeals t o t he Parties, 
i n the interest of peace and stability in tho We stern Parific 
area, to take all measures which the Parties deem appropriate 
as pr&vided in Article 7 of t he Act of the InternationAl Confe
rence on Vietnam. 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of 
Vietnam avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Parties 
to the Act of the International Co~ference on Vietnam. the assu
rances of its highest consideration. 

21 January 1974 
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