
MSU~v · 3 

TO: 

FROM 

MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY 
VIETNAM ADVISORY GROUP 

OFFICE MEMORANDUM 

Dr . rlusolf -£t\ 
J • E. Griff inV \ 

DATE: October 30 , 1959 

J 
SU~ECT : Radio Equipment 

The purpose of this memorandum is to officially inform you 
of the situation rep;arding MSU-purchased radio equipment 
on which there is currently a question of possession . 
Since the purchase of this equipment wqs actually handled 
through East Lansing in accord with regular dollar purchas
ing procertures , all documentation is not available . 

The following i terns are , or were , according to ~,:r . Hemmye, 
in Rundlett ' s possession: 

---1 . BASSETT VC- 1075 center load coil , fender mount 
and qui ck connector including antenna mast . 
The cost of this equipment is approximately $J3 . 

HW- 3 Mark Mobile Heliwhip . The cost of this 
item is approximately ~19 . 50 . 

J . Collins 75A- 4 radio receiver valued at ,695 . 
This re ceiver was at one time in the poss8ssion 
of Iir . Rundlett and was always in his custody . 

Respectine the radio receiver referred to in (3) above , it 
is necessary f or us to assume that the receiver was in fact 
re ceived in Saigon although , because of extremely sloppy 
administrative handlin~ , there is no record available of 
delivery . Mr . Rundlett was apparently .~~iven a completely 
free han in ordering , receiving , and using items of a 
communic;:itions nature . Therefore , based on information 
available , it is next to impossible to prove that Mr . Rundlett 
has these items in his possession at the present . His air 
and surface shipments include several cartons of "personal 
effects" which, in the absence of a packing list, m-3.y well 
have included any or all of these items . 



Dr . Lloyd Musolf, Acting Chief Advisor Octob r 30, 1959 

Jack E. Rya~~~f, Police Administration Division 

Scripps How~ Newspaper Reporting of British PYE Firm 
Protest on Specifications and Contract Award for Police 
Communications Equipment 

On 29 October 1959, the Public Safety Division ot USOM received a cable 
trom ICA/w (ICATO 748 ) which states as follows: 

"Scripps Howard papers are carrying article today on alleged 
favoritism in specifications for dollars one and a half 
million wort h of police radio equipment . Bids close July 8, 
1959 and ICA threw out all bids when determined to be pre
conclus1ve. Scripps Howard how seeking information on a 
contract for police radio equipment supposedly entered into 
in summer of 1958 with Westrex as sale agency representing 
Motorola . Scripps Howard says British firm PYE protested 
that specifications were preclusive and were 60% higher 
than PYE bid but contr~ct went to Westrex . Please send full 
details by cable . 11 

As a result of the receipt of the above cable, a meeting was called at 
USOM on 30 October 1959, which was attended by the following individuals : 

Mr . Frank E. Walton, Chief, PSD/uSOM 
Miss Dora M. Epperson, PSD/uSOM 
Mr .. William F. X. Band, Personnel S curity Integrity Officer, !CA 
Mr . Taylor H. Greenfield, USOM advisor to Central Purchasing 

Authority / GVN 
Mr William C. Taylor, Chief, Contracts & Procurement Div1sion/uS01 
Mr. Lloyd Musolf, Acting Chief Advisor, MSUG 
Mr. J. H. Hemmye, Communications Advisor, Police Admin. Division/MSUG 
Mr . Ralph F. Tu.mer , Police Advisor, MSUG 
Mr . Jack E. Ryan, Chief, Polic Administrati n Div1s1on/MSUG 

The PIO/ C which covers the ordering of the equipment which is the subject 
of the above mentioned cable is No . 70498. Upon a brief review or the 
files of the Contracts & Procurement Division of USOM, the Public Safety 
Division of USOM, and of MSUG, it was agreed that Mr . Walton appoint a 
committee of communications specialists consisting of Mr. Hemmye and one 



2 

or two employed by Television Associates and Civil A ronautics Authority 
(contractual groups to USOM), who will r view PIO/ C specifications and 
the bids involved . Mr. William Band advised that although it may appear 
that Mr . Hemmye •s participation 1n such a review could appear to be in
appropriate since it involves MSU directly, that he has the highest regard 
for Mr. Hemmye •s capabilities and frankness . Mr . Hemmye •s services in 
this respect were deemed indispensable by virtue or the lack of fully 
qualified electronics technicians in the area . It was agreed that a 
meeting of the committee to be formed by Mr . lalton would be called as 
soon as possible in order that a c~, plete report of the entire affair 
be submitted with a minimum of delay . It was further agreed that Mr . 
Walton would prepare a draft of a cable 1n answer to !CATO 748, for 
forwarding to Washington as soon as possible. Reference would be made 
only to Westrex and PYE bids . It was also agre d that a statement would 
be included that the bids for one and a half million dollas of police 
radio equipment were not thrown out by ICA because of being preclusive, 
as alleged in the Scripps Howard article. 

Although the total amount of money expended on PIO/ C 7o458 is $108,109.11, 
it should be noted that the actual amount involving estrex is approximately 
$72 1 000. !he difference between the two figures involves the purchase ot 
special vehicles and other equipment not involving Westrex . 
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MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY EAST LANSING 

VIETNAM PROJECT • OFFICE OF COORDINATOR November 4, 1959 

To: Ralph H. Smuckler 

From: Stanley T. Gabis1 rt.-

Subject: Lyman Rundlett 

We finally received a check from Westrex settlipg the indebtedness of Lyman 
Rundlett for his compassionate leave. This check has been completely 
processed by the University . 

We were prepared to close out this account when we recalled the fact trn.t 
Saigon was missing some items of communication equipment. I have sent a 
letter to Rundlett which will be forwarded to Beirut asking him about the 
whereabouts of this equipment. In view of the fact the evidence that the 
items may be in his possession is only circumstantial, I thought that I had 
to state the request in rather general terms. I have checked with Howard 
Grider, and he thinks it wise tl:at we do not settle our accounts completely 
until we have heard from Rundlett . However, in view of the fact that the 

eridence is only 11 circumstantial" it doesn rt seem to me that there is very much 
we can do. If you have a contrary opinion I would very much welcome your 
advice. Incidentally, was this equipment inventoried before Rundlett 1s 
departure? If it was, then the question of accountability might be more 
easily esta~l~shed . 

STG/ap 

cc: International Programs 
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MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY EAST LANSING 

VIETNAM PROJECT • OFFICE OF COORDINATOR 

To: 

From: 

Subject: 

Ralph H. Smuckler 

Stanley T. Ga bis c;· f<:./" 

Missing Radio Equipment 

I am attaching a copy of a letter which we received from Lyman Rundlett 
today . It contains some interesting information concerning tremissing 
radio equipment. I would very much appreciate your advice as to possible 
courses of action. As you Mnow, we are withholding a rather large payment 
which is due Rundlett pending the settlement of this problem. 

I tried to reach Hoyt today to get his reaction, but he was out of town, 
and I wanted to send this letter off to you today. 

STG/ap 

cc: Hoyt 
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ove r 19, 1959 

O: Stan Gabie, Clr.nator ot the Vietnam Project 

BCNard W. Hoyi{f¥iW--FRO 

SUBJECT: Correa,pandence on Hl•aing Radio quipmeni# 

I have read over copies ot the corre pondence on the bove subject. 

I vill forward to yoo. iu the next day or o, the . randum covering 
all I can remember on this subject, as I gave it to you by one one day 
le.st week.. It was dictated and has been in the typing pool. two day • 

Atter a.ding Rundlett's reply to yoo.r 1 tter at October 301 1959 on the 
three piece of equipnent ssing from the Saigon invent ory, I would sugge t 
this pb& o~ the investigation be cl.osed, because : 

rn 
cc: 

1. As I told you, I recal11. that hi persoual Collins r ceiver arrtved 
in biB a.ir ti-eight. The equipment 1n questj.on bad not been ordered 
at tba.t time. 

2. I am. not inclined to believ his expla.natian on the center load 
coil and mobile whip antenna. 

e.. I have no recollect1an, and I sure there 1 n co..""d.1 of 
any incident that might have n ccidente.ll.y destroyed ti these 
1 

b.. If he felt he eb,.oulc,'l be reilllbur&ed for them, be wc:W.d bl.we 
nt1oned it . · 

c. H~e ·is not the ra.ttle-.brained type :who would have "no 
doubt forgotten" e.n:y conversation Qn the :tter. 

d. -rhe tact he otters to return th co1l and antenn 1 
indication to me <il tb ck ot trutbfulness of h1& ela1Dia:. 
(Like Charles Van Doren, now that he is caught, W1ll e 
amends.) 

3. Mich depends en hOW' Btron.g Sai on feels on this mtter . 'l'otal cost 
· of tl:l.e two pieces does not exceed ~5· If Saigon doe not Viab to 
write t ott, the easiest vay would be to Withhold th cost ot 
replacement tr wba~ .eu aves bi :ther than have him ship the • 

You. -asked for my reaction to this tt r. Thank yoo.. 

Chief AdVisor / ' 

i I 



MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY EAST LANSING 

VIETNAM PROJECT • OFFICE OF COORDINATOR 

To: 

From: 

Subject: 

Ralph H. Smuckler 

Stanley T. Gabis~::-v--

Missing Radio Equipment 

November 20, 1959 

I am attaching a copy of Howard Hoyt's memo of November 19 to me in answer 
to a request that he evaluate Rundlett 1s letter of November 12, 1959 which you 
should have by now . Howard is of the opinion that Rundlett should not be held 
liable for the miss ing Collings receiver inasmuch as our records indicate 
only one Colline radio receiver had been purchased for Saigon, and that 
Rundlett did ship in his personal Collins receiver. This leaves the center 
load coil and the heliwhip which are very minor items. We have the following 
alternatives: 

1. We can ask him to return the items to Saigon . 
2. To deduct the cost from the money which we are holding for him here. 
3. To forget the whole matter. 

Also please find attached a copy of Hoyt 1s memo of November 16, 1959· I want 
to be sure you have this. I would appreciate any evaluation you think necessary 
as it relates to the question of missing equipment. 

STG/ap 

att. 







MSU •V ' 3 

TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY 
VIETNAM ADVISORY GROUP 

OFFICE MEMORANDUM 

Jr. Smuck~e_?~

J. 'S. Griff#- I 

0 
Attached Memos - Rundlett 

DATE: November 24 , 1959 

The attached is my recon~endation towarrl a~tewpting to 
clear our records in the Rundlett matter . 1s you 
suggested , r<rr . Hemmye and I h;:i.ve discusse the matter 
fully an Mr . Hemmye has undertaken a full search of the 
equipment and the records where possible . 

~s I pointed out to the Coordinator , my only re~l concern 
is the discrepancy in seri3l numbers on the 75A4 ~ollins 
Receiver . i1y concern , of course , sterns from the fact that 
even <t superfici«tl Snrl Use Aud i t is bound to turn up this 
discrepancy . 

A.t ta ch . 
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